


mm 

iiiiluiiD 

"i'll if 

jii'Miii 















OK TIIK 


MAHRATl'A AND PTNDARREE 
CAMPAIGN, 

DUIUNO 1817, 1818, and 1819, 

VNtlV.n THR OinbCTlON OV TIIK 

MARQUIS 01-' tIASTINGS; 

cmiii'i.Y KMiiHA( iN«; nil «trr.HATH)NH or Tur. 

of t()f Seciliiiu, 

UNUi’R run oommanp or ms Kxci;i.!.r.NcY 
l.lliUT.-GEN. SIR T. IIIHI.OI', BART. O.C.ll. 

vvi cn 

SOMK FAHTICULAKS AND HF.MABKS. 


Nc<; siiutH Mc<tii9 Cijuiuire iiiultiM 
'I'c. DufC. 

r,()M)()N : 

I'UINTED VOU K. WJLI.1AM.H, 11, STRAND, 
nOOKSKl.LKU TO THK KINU, 

AND lO Till; UUKt AND I)UCllK<iI Ot' YOllK, 

AND BOI.II IIY AM. OTIIKH IIOOKSRM.BtlV, 

1820. 



















SUMMARY 

or THE 

mahratta and pindarree campaign 

DURINO 

1817, 1818. AND 1819. 


Aurungabadp Ajtrih 1819. 

MY DEAll L. 

In compliance with your earnest so¬ 
licitations, I shall run over in detail for you, 
an account of our doings and operations in 
India within the last three years. I shall give 
you the ups and downs, the fair and dark sides, 
without affection or leaning towards this side 
or that. You will yourself, and your friends, 
make allowances for any deficiency of style, 
and the loose, or unconnected manner in which 
I may be possibly obliged to introduce scraps 
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tliioughoiit my detail: in shoi't, being quite 
out of chaiacter as a scribbler, as you yourself 
would be, were you dressed in my red coat, and 
called upon to shew off at our new sword ex¬ 
ercise, you must make every allowauec for me, 
and endeavour to glean from these pages some 
little amusement or interest in the affairs ot 
India, and of your numerous friends in that 
quarter; if they can impart cither one or tile 
other, my liighest and only expectation will ho 
fully gratified. I sliall try as nearly as possible 
to embrace the causes, the features, and tlic in¬ 
cidents of the late campaign in India; and liv¬ 
ing been myself a partaker Ihronghout of the 
toils, and personally boine a part in most of 
the principal occurrences and affairs in the 
army of tlie Dcckan, you will have one satis¬ 
faction in perusing this account, that it comes 
from one on the spot, in the thick of the bustle, 
and whose only object is to speak to facts, and 
to point out to blemishes. Letvus therefore 
proceed. 
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I visited Calcutta early in 1817, when a tem¬ 
porary lull from the horrors and devastations 
committed by thd Piiidarrecs, afforded a moment 
for refiection on the growing power of these 
marauders, and forcibly reminded tho Supreme 
Government of the necessity of measures of a 
different temper from those heretofore adopted, 
towards tlieirsuppression and extirpation. There 
was scarcely a day when some fresh rumour of 
barbarity or plunder by that banditti, on the 
Company's provinces, did not pervade and 
shock the public ear in Calcutta; and, during 
this season of general alarm and disgust, the 
local Governments of India seemed to consider 
the evil passed away like the monsoon, without 
any effort or plan suited to arrest its fast rising 
mischief. A few small detachments on the 
Narbudda, and the western frontier of Bengal, 
were the only check upon the advance of those 
hordes; but latterly, a summary mode of treat¬ 
ment to such Pindarrecs as were taken prisoners 
pointed out to the whole body the serious game 
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tliat was in future to be dealt to thein, as all 
quarter ceased to be given, and they weie exe¬ 
cuted on the spot. 

It was generally believed, that the want ol 
the sanction of the home authorities, alone pre¬ 
vented the Earl of Moira from undertaking at 
an earlier period the plan which has been since 
so successfully pursued and followed up; hut 
the season at length arrived when his Excel¬ 
lency, unfettered by any restrictions, wa.s au¬ 
thorized to commence and prosecute hi.s own 
policy and schemes, to the riddance of tlm.so 
enemies of all peace and order. 

It may be proper here .to glance for a mo¬ 
ment at the general state of India, and the par¬ 
ticular posture of aflaii's, when Lord Moira 
assumed charge of the Supreme Government in 
181 .^ 

Looking back to the middle of the last cen¬ 
tury, when the British power commenced giv¬ 
ing some weight to the politics of India, Mr. 
Dow observes, “ Hindostau is at present torn 
to pieces by factions. All laws divine and hu- 




UKiii arc trampled under foot. Instead of one 
tyrant, as in the times of the empire, the 
country now groans under thousands, and tlic 
voice oC the opj)rcsscd multitude reaches hea¬ 
ven. It would, therefore, he promoting the 
cause of justice and humanity, to pull those, 
potty tyrants from the height to which tlieir 
vilhinies have raised them, and to give to so 
many millions of mankind, a government font tried 
upon the principles of virtue and justice.” In¬ 
dia, thus over-run for ages past, and imiil the 
appearance of the British dislrnetcd by inter¬ 
nal wars and commotions, conld imt attach tiny 
hope of durability to the con(|ueRt of the gretit- 
CHt or the best of tlteir rulers: the people na¬ 
turally looked for a change of masters in the 
constant succession of wars or invasion; and 
tlicse ephemeral con(|ucror.s had scarce time to 
establish a form of government for their newly 
ac«inircd provinces, hcTorc they themselves 
Were compelled to look nearer home, and fVe- 
(pienlly to calculate upon an immediate tsiir- 
render of their (lecting conquests. Amidst 
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these vicissitudes of government and succession 
of ruleiSj all property was precarious, and the 
people were naturally exposed to the scvL'rest 
laws and the most arbitrary exactions. A season 
of rapine pastj they were possibly relieved lor a 
short time from a second vi.sit, and cijjo 3 Cil 
during this wretched calm of poverty but a 
short repose, until either tlicir industry or opu- 
lenofl bent again on them a.second visit from their 
rapacious masters. In this manner, sccitrtly to 
be found in no country or government of lliii- 
clostan, all confidence was banished ilie land, 
and no man's property could be considered liiy 
own; the unwarlike and timid Indian .stooped 
or fled on the approach of da))gcrj seldom daring 
to oppose force or .strength to tljc ’most unli¬ 
censed plunderer, or demand. 

Iivour first steps in India we were, as all wise 
nations should be, cautious in not dc.spising our 
enemy ; we proceeded with addressand circiun- 
spection, and were only at fir.st desirous lo e.s- 
tablish Factories where wc had been hurried into 
Governments; I say hurried, because, whenever 
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we were compelled to try our hand, and ap¬ 
plied with energy our resources or tactics 
against our enemies in India, we never failed 
to defeat them, and thus became sovereigns of 
countries before we ceased to be factors. 

Possibly better had it been for England, had 
she Ifticl in the first instance a braver people to 
have contended with, winch might have af¬ 
forded us equal commercial advantages, and, in 
the character of a more serious government and 
people, have cheeked the precipitance anti am¬ 
bition of our early govornments; but accident, 
and the nature of things in Asia, more than any 
desire on our part, has brought the load upon 
us: let us now see to carry it. 

The home authorities, particidurly the Court 
of Directors, hatl been anxious to place men of 
moderate ambition, and of moderate minds, 
at the head of the Supreme Government, ever 
since the close of the Mar(|uis Wellesley’s ad¬ 
ministration. AllVigbted at the grandeur and 
maguitiulcof that nobleman’s plans, and thun¬ 
derstruck at the sudden pressure of his heavy 
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demands — without regard to the objects, tho 
causes, and effects of his lordship’s policy, they 
would have almost, in their own narrowness of 
calculation, revoked his deeds, and annulled 
that code of policy that was imperiously de¬ 
manded at the moment, and which alone saved 
India from French influence, and consctiiicntly 
the British interest from inevitable destruction. 
It was, in short, a contest between the British 
and French power m India; the one or the other 
must have been triumphant: the eyes of all the 
Native powers were steadily fixed upon the 
contending parties, and whoever dealt the blow 
with most success on his adversary, was sure 
to have bad the respect at least, if not llic ad¬ 
miration, of the surrounding states. 

The French government, on the subversion 
and overthrow of their power on the coast of 
India, and the fall of their favourite Tippoo 
Sultan, turned their attention to a bold design 
upon central India, and, still in possession of 
PondieWry, looked to.tlic port of Ballasorc, in 
Cuttack, as a convenient key for tlic iiuroduc- 



9 


lion of adventurers and military stoics; aiu! 
had this ])lan been as ably executed as it was 
devised, it would have been admirably calcu¬ 
lated to have recovered their fallen fortunes in 
the South; but the activity of our fleet, and'the 
alacrity with which our land forces were moved 
to the different points of attack, utterly defeated 
ihat project, and quickly terminated in the final 
'dispersion of the French adventurers in those 
quarters. The British possessed the naval su¬ 
periority in the Indian Seas throughout this 
contest, with a numerous and well organized 
army; the French had many oflicer.s of .skill 
and talent entertained in the service of the 
Native slates, and in command of corps; and 
they certainly seemed to be more the favoiirites 
than we were with llic ilificrciit Native chiel's 
and conri.s; the ca.sj' and happy versatility of that 
people adapting itself and assimilating more 
closely to the manners, languagc.s, and drcs.s o1‘ 
ihc I''astorn sovereigns. 

Such an a.spect of aflairs was sufiicicnt to 
justify, on the part of the British govenunenl, 
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the utmost stretch of policy anti means con¬ 
sistent with comrnon forms of treaty; for 
there is no such condition as good faith with 
any Native power in Asia beyond its bare term, 
and the necessity of the moment. 

In the accomplishment of the Marquis Wel¬ 
lesley s plans for the contest on our part, he 
very justly overlooked all minor considerations, 
and |)os.sib!y, in his peremptory challenges and 
demands upon some of the Native governments, 
he might have overstepped the bounds of pru¬ 
dence and etiquette of European courts; but 
neither the season of the conflict, tlic character 
or order of things, and above all, the character 
of the enemy we had to cope with, rendered 
such a scrupulous attention to positive forms 
necessary. The field was far off and wide; it 
only remained for his lordship to ascertain the 
disposition of the Native powers, whether they 
were friendly or hostile to us, to collect his 
means, and push at once the decision of the 
crisis. • The ex-eciition of the plan was as 
prompt as judicious, by first striking at the 
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fbuntain-liciid aiul rallying post of the French, 
in 1 1ppoo; next at the dispersion of the French 
])ai ty at Hydrabad ; and latterly, defeating and 
dispersing the several trained and disciplined 
corps in the service of Scindca, Holkar, and the 
Rajah of Berar. Nothing short of the compre¬ 
hensive and vigorous mind of Ins lordship 
could have meditated these views, and notliing 
hut the same energetic application of force 
could have ensured their complete execution. 
In the ac<iuisition of territory and aggrandize¬ 
ment to our power that followed these nica- 
surcs, wc certainly extended our wings farther 
than they could well cover. But tliis was a 
consequence—and not the object of the contest. 

Other noblemen, similarly situated with the 
Marquis Wellesley, would possibly have rested 
satisfied with the bare protection of oiir own 
territory, would have turned pale to liave dreamt 
of his lordship’s plans, and would have remained 
indifferent to any and all comiections that the 
Native powers might wish to form, whether 
with European or Native powers. There is 



scarcely a Native prince in IiKlia who niig'lU not 
to-morrow be rciulcrctl a luiiuUc by any foicign 
power to disturb and supplant, not merely t.lu; 
Britisii government, but every oUtev govern¬ 
ment, nay, every kind of established order or 
security. It became us then, and it becomes 
ns as much now, to trust little to tlieir treaties 
or their professions; whenever there is any 
danger or apprehension of intrigue or faction 
amongst them, we must step forward to aid and 
steady them by our advice and firmness: it will 
never be sulficient for ns to confine our views 
or political relations to the bare preservation ol' 
our possessions in India; we must look fartber 
from us, and possess, not a remote, but an im¬ 
mediate interest and cause in the condition and 
changes of onr neighbours; whatever aflccts 
them must, in its operation, bear upon us in 
some shape or other. 

The Marquis Wellesley had learned this hy 
his insight, experience, and knowledge of ihe 
Native courts in India; his relations, thecefoic, 
were at once concise and absolute with rhc.sc 
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|) 0 \reis; viz, “That under such weak Imiuls 
tlie security of die British governinent and its 
allies is exposed to constant danger and en¬ 
croachment ; and that as you cannot govern your 
own subjects, nor protect your own dominions, 
we invite and enjoin you to a community of 
interest with us; you shall rule your own sub¬ 
jects as you please, but we must be. guardians as 
well as you of the internal stability and peace 
of your kingdom,” 

Thus the Marquis Wellesley, when our armies 
in the former Mahratta war were opposed and 
impeded by the want of provisions and tlie aid of 
the Nizam’s oflicers through his country, which 
he was bound by treaty to extend and observe 
towards us, caused it at once to be intimated in 
public Durbar to the Nizam, that if our troojis, 
in violation of existing treaties, met witli any 
further diHicuIty in his dominions, tlie Briti.sh 
government shou!<l consider him in the light of 
a public enemy, and act accordingly. — This 
iirin lecture quickly hrouglit the vacillating 
and Nveak moiuvvch to his senses. The 13riti.sh 
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minister announced to him the orders lie had 
received, and requested a pulilic Durbar for the 
occasion; and the. communiciitioii. very sorm 
extended its good ciTocts to our sevL'ral divisions 
proceeding through that country, who met with 
no further molestation. 

■ The Marquis Cornwallis siiceectled 'the Mar¬ 
quis Wellesley as governor-general; nnd on his 
very arrival at Calcutta evinced, in his deport¬ 
ment to the Marquis Wellesley, the diapositioii 
and-spirit of the home authorities, to huftliand 
the resources of the Company, and assumes less 
lofty tone of goverumeut. It is said that Mar¬ 
quis Cornwallis, on his landing, refused entering 
the carriage of the Marquis Wellesley until two 
or more of the horses were withdrawn; thins 
marking the proposed humility- of his ensuing 
administration. The Marquis Cornwallis, in his 
advanccd.age, certainly came out the last time 
but the shadow of his former character, whieli, 
though never very resplendent or shining, pos¬ 
sessed many of those sound and sober qiiaiitics 
which had endeared him so much to hia country, 
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The fact Wag, the Marquis Corviwaliis was too 
honest, too open, and too old, to have conducted 
the affairs of India in a critical moment. He 
brought out with him, botlt on the former oc¬ 
casion and the present, many traits of policy, 
wholesome and accordant enough to Kiiropeaii 
tact, but altogether iinsuitcd to the'sphere of 
Asia, He would have stuck at stumbling-blocks 
where none existed ;he would have been shackled 
by scruples and niceties, where nothing but 
treachery and evasion harboured on the opposite 
side; he would in vain have attempted to place 
the fair dealing and openness of the English 
character, in concert with the wily and deceit¬ 
ful potentate of India. The Marquis \V. had 
been anxious, on tlic eve of his quitting the 
seat of Government, to have aided by subsidy 
or otherwise, the State of Jeypore, which we 
were bound to protect from encroachment or 
injury by treaty; but the line of conduct ex¬ 
pressly professed by Mavqviis C. was so oppo- 
.site to it, that he Marquis W. liad little hopes 
of .seeing tliat measure carried iuto effect. To 



save for the Company, to recall confidence, .iiul 
curtail as much as possible further acejuisition 
of territory, were the only objects nf Lord C s 
administration, all the other pla\is ot the Mar¬ 
quis W. were cither neglected, or but partially 
fulfilled. It was on the above occasion, tlio. 
discussion of the Jcypore subject, that Marquis 
Wellesley, at a public dinner at which Sir CL U. 
was present, and the ■ matter having been 
warmly debated, observed with considerable; 
ardour, as if pointing bis discourse to tlie fiup- 
posed adviser of Marquis C., “ Any muir that 
shall dissuade the Marquis C. from thopropoficd 
measure will be a traitor to his country.’* 

Lord Cornwallis’s death upset all tho.se ideal 
schemes of reformation, which had been con¬ 
templated, ami Sir G. B. merely held tlie reins 
of government until the accession of Lord Min- 
to, whose whole character of administration 
may be comprised in a few words, economy to 
the Company, lukewarmness to the internal 
politics of India, and the reduction of the 
French and Dutch Islands. The late Sir B. 
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Close vccoiniiientlecl, on the advance of the Ma¬ 
dras force towards Serongc in 1809, that mea¬ 
sures might be then taken to provide tl^osc 
States who might be well disposed towards us, 
with small detachments of our troops, to guard 
against the increasing and turbulent hordes tliar. 
were making such alarming advances in most of* 
those unsettled countries. Sir B. C. had Ioiiq* 
observed the numerous bodies that were col¬ 
lecting around the armies of Ameer Khan, Scin- 
deahj and Holkar, without occupation or em¬ 
ploy ; and he predicted in very forcible terms a 
general burst of those multitudes on all the sur¬ 
rounding countries, unless timely measureswere 
taken to divert them to more settled and honest 
pursuits : he particularly recommended that the 
detachment then under his command might be 
left to tlie north of theNarbudda; this advice 
liowevcr was totally disregarded, and he was 
ordered to return to the Deckan. That .want 
of protection to the frontier States, as has since 
been fplt, has fully justified the correctness of 
Colonel Sir C. Close’s conclusions; and in its 
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.consequences adding to tlic insolciict! and pride 
oF our enemy, now lelt to ihcinscivcs, they na¬ 
turally construed our supincncss into icar, and 
shortly afterwards poured down upon ns those 
hordes of Pindarrees. 

In recurring to the unfinished faljrieol Mai^iius 
Wellesley’s government in India, and lo tlie evils 
that have since occurred, we might compare 
it to the state of anew house left without ti 
,roof, and thus exposed to the inclemencies o( 
the seasons and lo every bailling wind, lottor- 
ing and crumbling away in its fmrface, and 
gradually attacked in its more solirl parts, until 
the eye of its proprietor had been attracted to 
the rot; who at length perceives that, without 
remedy, the very foundation might Imcomc in¬ 
fected and give way, and, turning with alarm 
to the ablest artist he can find, is compelled (i 
cover in his house with gold instead of stone 
to remove and repair the imperfect paifs, U 
unhinge and new knit together the half dls 
jointed and rotten beams, and even then in it; 
completion to apprehend, that this jirotractei 
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shelter to the building* has yet left within >tsoinc 
corrosive seeds of decay, or of instability to the 
structure. Tippoo reduced, the French influ¬ 
ence annihilated in India, and the ^lahratta 
States severally defeated and brought to under¬ 
standing, could have been shaped or new mo¬ 
delled at that time to our pleasure, but left un¬ 
shackled by wholesome restraints, ^ve dropped 
oft suddenly froui them, as if terrified at our 
own conduct, and thus impressed upon (hose 
States a icfiectiou not very congenial to cordial 
or good faith : viz. that we had once chastised 
them, and that the very next step might be 
their total annihilation. It was natural for 
tlK?m, therefore, to brood over tliis theme in sul¬ 
lenness and displeasure, and in theirown shallow 
schemes of independence, to practise every art 
or contrivance that might best restore their 
degraded sovereignties and connections. The 
able Iiand of Lord Moira has been happily ap¬ 
plied to recover our former imprudence, anil 
bus infused an energy and spirit of adminis¬ 
tration ihroiigliout every hrancli of the Indian 
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system, tltat, if.but preserved by the siicccssiftii 
of such characters as his Lordship to the f;-ovoi'u- 
uiont of India, we shaU liave little to appre¬ 
hend from any revolution or event within its 
own immediate sphere. Earl Moira succeeded 
Lord Mintoas Governor General nearly at the 
commencement of the Pindarrec system in 1013. 
His Lordship soon perceived, that not only the 
Piiidarrcos, but most of the Native powens were 
ready and willing to rise against us. He pro¬ 
ceeded, however, dispassionately and coolly to 
the investigation of the subject; nor was there 
a single measure of coercion or interference 
adopted, until there no longer remained I’ooin to 
doubt the truth of the confederacy against us. 
Lord Moira very wisely, in his plan of destroy¬ 
ing the Pindarrecs, was resolved to apply the 
axe at once to the root of the evil, to give over 
the hunting and chasing down of these free¬ 
booters, who invariably gave our troops the slip, 
to drive them all to their earths, and then 
springing his mines upon them, thus to explode 
the whole banditti. 
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'1 lie wide and scattered pieces of dominion 
belonging to the several Mahratta States, de- 
mandcil in the first instance a considerable por¬ 
tion of his Lordship's attention. Some territories 
belonging to these powers, although nominally 
under their government, were yet too distant, 
complicated and not.exactly defined, to be re¬ 
garded with that care and interest which would 
have secured the prosperity of tlicse countries 
and added to that of their ueighbouvs. These 
loose particles of territory it was necessary to, 
dispose of, to Powers immediately in their 
own vicinity, and who had by experience 
rendered themselves worthy of the confidence 
of the British Government; giving in return 
for this iiUcrohange of territory, those lands 
and provinces which nominally belonged to 
the northern Mahratta States, lying to the 
southward of tlic Narbudda, tliereby bringing 
the di.sjointcd and remote fragments, claimed 
by these States, under a more compact and solid 
form, and preserving at the same tiiiiq in tliis 
arrangement, as far as practicable, a due cqui- 



poise in the several powers, 'i he whole wear 
invited to look nearly to their own interest, lo 
wrest from the domiiuition oT liecntioii.H free¬ 
booters and Pindarrccs their newly ired 
Provinces, and thus under llicir own eye, willi 
the support of the British, to preserve a line of 
government, somewhat in harmony with sec:u- 
I’ity and order. 

In this plan, considerable territories weie tf) 
be added to the State of Ropaul, avtd <»lbers of 
the Ragpoot States; Ilolkar’s possessions lo he 
continued entire to him, lo the \vest towards 
the River Clunnbul; Ameer Khan’s wings to he 
dipt; and Scindeah coinpdlod to look nearer 
home, and to disband those hordes and niblile 
he entertained about him. These plans of his 
Lordship, with a few liaid rubs by the se\’enil 
forces of the Dcckun to the opposing armies, 
shewed to the powers of Hiiulostaii, that we 
were as able as determined to eradicate the pre¬ 
vailing system of general pillage and spoliation 
throughout India. 

In considering the character of the Pindar- 
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rt-cs, we Khali fiml this Banditti, as all oihen;, 
growing- IVoni amongst the dregs of’ the |)coi)It', 
the dissolute and the idle, and gaining strength 
IVoin the inactivitj' and corruption of their local 
governments. The numher of the Piiulanccs 
was calculated I)y Sir J. Malcolm at twenty 
thousand; but so many had of late attached 
themselves in conmumity of iiUercst to that 
rabble, that wc have lilllc doubt a few years’ 
inrllier iiidiflcrcncc lo their aggressions would 
have converted the greater trait ol’ the Native 
soldiery ol'Hindostan into the same class ;md 
|)tirsuils ot' life. 

The salutary cffccls of ouroxnmidc and con¬ 
duct at llic bcLtcr-disposcd Native States, in tlic 
organization and pay of our troops, their disci¬ 
pline Jiiul ellicicncy, reinlcred a similar adoption 
of easy pnu^tieability amongst the armed bo¬ 
dies of our allies, resembling liereudore more, 
a mob iban an army, and better fitted for 
jrlinulcr, than any military achievement, living 
solely upon booty, extortion, or fraud;—these 
loose troops, being gmdually dislmnded, and in- 
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trorliiced in smaller and select; minibcrs itndor 


mil' improved system, first j>avo(l the way for 
sonic stability and order of thing's amongst 
them. Again, the whole of Tipjjoo’s army, the 
several Fi'ench corps and othoi's, being' tbrow'a 
out.bf employ, and having possibly only a horse 
and their arms to look to for support these 
oolleoting together, betook themselves to the 
neighbouring sovereigns in Hindostan, who had, 
seldom the means, had they even the wish,-to 
refuse, them admittance, and who, con,,ling 
themselves with the troops.of their new em¬ 
ployers, at length swelled out into those nnilm- 


lous masses of horse and foot, that shortly after, 
uirled. every government they had any onniic- 
tionwithmto aggression on thoir neighh.nirs 
whose subjects and property ,dundered. they 

restedmerelynntilpnotheropportunity of ra,,iuc 

:pra3«"ted itself., Tims, every govern,nent not 
unde, the protect,bn of the British, hec.une the 

«esta„d,,eeneofthese:i„iq„ldos;andlln,sthi, 

awe3sm„,,endel,avi„g.appedd,es 

of the... own and the surrounding states, and 




still restless For pillage, invited every one with¬ 
out eniploy to their side; and breaking oft’ in 
small bodies under adventurous leaders, they at. 
icttgth turned their attention to the Company’s 
provinces; hence was given a new stock, and 
life ns it were, to the rapacity nnd boldness of 
llie Pindarrecs. 

Tlie nlanning strength and strides .of the 
l^indiirrees, from lOM to lOIG, was, in its 
nature, that mode oF warFarc that would, oFall 
others, have boon host calcnhucd to harass our 
govcruinenl and impoverish tl)c country; as it 
was of that: description which, in the enemy who 
practised it, re({ulrcd little or no resources to 
conduct it;; aiul rendered hopeless, at the same 
time, allcnbrtand expectation oFonr government 
being enabled to Indiig them to action, or so to 
eoii.solidate ilieir mass or tlicir strength as to 
deal with them like any other enemy. The 
extensive plains of JJimlostan, and the impossi¬ 
bility oF our siimll and seattcred detaehmeitls 
being every where pt the same time, with the 
(ladardly spirit oF the inhabitanfs who fled be- 
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line them, invited and fucilitutcd alike tlio 
ravages of this enemy; wheat lengtli, (Iraggiiig 
into the vortex of this baneful u.s.sociatioii 
against us the ncighbouviug States and P()W(!rs, 
plunged every Power In India Into the c:daini- 
lies of war. 

The vnidisciidiued ami partly imanncfl erowtls 
of the Pindarrees, mounted on sinali l)iit lianly 
horses,.armed with a S])ear, a shield, a sword, 
and possibly oi\c lu twenty with an old pisted 
or matchlock, dashed across the Narbiidda, and 
not meeting with the least opposition IVoin 
regular troops, hud only to shew thcmKcIves 
before the largest towns or villages, and to levy 
at pleasure llicir dcmniuls; these not complied 
with, they instantly fired the houses and plun¬ 
dered every particle of property, llu; nuKerablo 
inhahitantsflying in all quarters and ahaiidoning* 
their families. An intelligent oiViccr, writing to 
Mr. Petrie at Panang on this subject, observed, 
that notwithstanding the great alarm prevalent 
throughoul every part of the eonntry from the 
i/wursions of the Pindavrecs, he was sure, that 




had tlio stTviccs of llirce companies oF Scapoys 
been timely employod on their first appcjuancc 
l:o the Northward, they would never have at¬ 
tempted a second invasion; but. they were im- 
['ortunately ])crniittod, by a scries of successrui 
irruptions, and the npparoiil: inacli\’lty of the 
local authorities, to atapiire, in niimhor and 
character, an aspect, that in the year U115-10, 
seemed not only to threaten desolation'to the 
Company’s lerritorie-s, but in like manner, 
striking, terror into the neighbouring’ Native 
governments, compelled tlicm, if not to aitl 
directly, to allow tlwm a free and nniiUcrrnptcd 
passage through their several countnes. Thus 
these hordes, by gradual steps, attained sucli a 
heightol'strcngth,aml rapidity of movement to 
the iiKj,St distant parts, that returning annually 
with the. plunder ami spoil olThc Company's pro¬ 
vinces, and of their nnopposing victims, they 
not only enriched liwin.selves and adherents, but. 
holding out so Icinplingan aUnremcnt to the dis- 
aiVected, proud, uud lurhulcnt cinuueters in tiK'iv 
range throughout India, tlioy soon attached to 



ttieir cause many ot‘ otherwise fairer qualitie.' 
and .pretensions; but, generally speaking, 
the aggressions, resources and strength of the 
Pindarrees had been always overrated; and the 
Avant of a timely resistance and check to their 


incursions gained for them a degree of credit 
and fame of vigorous prosecution, which hiight 
liave been at onco crushed, even by a sliow of 


resistance. The territories subject to tlio Mji 
dras presidency during the seasons of lOM, Ifi 
10, suffered the most by tlic visits of this class 
they sekloni met with the least oppositioi 
throughout their desolating tour, and it no 
infrequently happened, that the civil and mill, 
tary officers, at the distant and .smaller stations, 
too quickly abandoned their occupations, and 
joined in the general flight and despair. Had 
an European army invaded India, tlie' conster¬ 
nation could not have been greater; and this 
impress,on of danger and devastation at length 

leached the very walls of Madras itself. Tlio 
governor of. Madms is said to iiave reported to 
Lord, Moiffi. the serious apprehensions enter- 


taincd by Ins government for the safety of the 
Company’s territories, on the descent of the Pin- 
darrees towards the Gimtoor district, and to have 
entreated lus Lordship*s advice as to the measures 
best to be adopted on tlie occasion. Lord Moira, 
on the receipt of that dispatcli, is said to have 
observed, “ Why, I believe, if the government 
house at Madras was on fire, Mr. E, would ask 
whether he should extinguish it or not.” In 
the middle of I81(> the troops composing* the 
garrison of Fort St. George were moved out, 
and encamped on the island outside BlnclcTown 
wall. This imprudent step was taken, as was 
afiu'med, to be in readiness to meet tlie Pindar- 
rees, who were reported to be on their road to 
Madras, altliough it was well known that not 
half a dozen of thetn were at that time within 
200 miles of the placo. The Native inhabitants 
of all classes throughout Madras and its vicinity 
were in tlie-utmost alarm, and looked for places 
of retreat and security for their property. It 
brought on Madras all the distresses, in imagi¬ 
nation, of Hvder Ally’s invasion. ' It was about 



this period llat luj idle riimom'iriiclu-d Miuini.i 
oC the uirival of the Piiidanocs ;lI Uk* MoumL; 
all was uproar, flight,aiulilcspair, to the walls ol 
Madias. Tliis alarm originated in a’few Oho- 
hies and grass-ciillers ol the arlilleiy having 
mounted their Tattoos, and, in moek imitation 
of the Piiularrccs, gulloppiug aijout and playing 
with long bamboos in their hands in the t’i- 
cinity of flic A/oiinl. The elfeet was .sueh.lmw- 
cvciytluit many of the civil servants and iiihahi- 
tains on the Mount road packed np and moved 
to the .I’ort. (<h‘ protection, 'rrocipers, messen¬ 
gers, were seen gullopping to the government 
house, and thcncc to the different [inhlic autho¬ 
rities. Snell was ilic alarm in the goveinnieiil: 
house that on the afternoon of that day, an old 
officer,, ^^nxious to ofiev some lulviec to the. 
governor, rode smartly up to the goveiuuieiit 
gardens, and on reaching the ciilraiice, ob¬ 
served the youngerson of the governor running 
with all possible speed into the house, who 
having got to a-placc of security ventured to 
look back, and then discovered in the old ofliccr 
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a face which he had before seen, when turning 
back again, he exclaimed, “ Upon my word, Sir, 
I was so frightened, I took you foraPindarree.’' 
These trifles merely to shew the general sense" 
of apprehension at that time from thePindarvees. 

A detachment was shortly after this formetl 
under the command of General Brown, and 
ordered to proceed towards Naggrcc Nose, 
about fifty miles from Madras, as an advanced 
post; in the mean time the Madras detachment, 
under Colonel Walker, on-the Narbudda, sur- 
prikd several small bodies of this rabble enemy, 
and those that were not killed at the moment 
were handed over to the Seapoys, and quickly 
dispatched in the jungle. Amongst those taken 
were several men of inferior casts, Chucklers, 
Coolies, 5cc. who liad formerly served at Madras, 
hut had joined the Pindarrees on their approach 
to Guntoor. Colonel IValkcr had been, for a 
considerable time, expressly forbid by the Go¬ 
vernor General from crossing the Narbiiclda in 
pursuit of the Pindarrees; and scarcely a day 
passed hut parties from each side met at the 



liver, and cillicr cxclmiiivccl £i few .sitnl.i, or 
uttered llic most Jibu.sive terms towards each 
otlicr. This irregular kind ol’ wavlavc Oowtiuued 
until the lmuI of 1-816*, with few iiieidciits wuiih 
mentioning, l)cyoiid a smart cluiec and aUuc}; 
of the Pindavrecs hy Major I/UhlHM'>;toir, in wliieli 
Captain Dark milbrtmudcly fell; ii handsome 
aflulr l)v Major Clark on the licngul bide; and 
the cowardly murder, a Jiltlc prior to tills, of 
Licutenunl Uolton, 10th M. N. who was sni- 
pi'iscd when returning IVom hunting, perlbeLly 
unarmed, anjl was speared to dealli in (he niubt 
inhuman manner. 

The Karl of Moira hud had now .siilileleiil: in¬ 
sight and cxporicncc in the aHiiini of India to 
have formed the most uccunUc eonctusioiis, us 
to the nature of the Pindarrecs, their designs, 
their connections with theNative States, and the 
fittest measures to effect the ruin of this duii- 
gcrous body; and furnished at length with the 
fullest powers from home, to proceed on the 
task as he should think proper; he lost no time 
in taking advantage of the lavouvuljlc season of 
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the 3 ’car, and of the advice and experience of 
those qualified to assist him. Sir John Mal¬ 
colm, K. C. B., who arrived at Madras in April 
1817, was invited round to Calcutta, and was 
put in possession of Lord Moira’s plan of ope¬ 
rations : he shared likewise in the most confi¬ 
dential communication and acquaintance with 
the secret advices from every British minister in 
India. Sir John Malcolm was heard to observe, 
that during- his eight days* stay in Calcutta he 
derived a greater insight into the politics and 
schemes of the whole of the Native powers in 
India, than he had acquired during the whole 
course of his former political career. His'de- 
tentiou was of short duration at Calcutta, 
whence he returned to Madras, and, of course, 
put the government of that presidency, and Sir 
Thomas Hislop, comroander in chief, in nearer 
possession of the views of the Governor General, 
and of those measures that were to be put to 
immediate trial iu furtherance of the proposed 
object. Sir Thomas was requested to take tlie 
field as commander in chief of the army of tlie 
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Deckan; this force was subsequently formed 
into five divisions; the first division uudei the 
personal coniniaiid of Sir llionuis Ilislop, the* 
second under Brigadier-general Dovetoii, the 
third, under Brigadier-general Malcolm, the 
fourih.undcr Brigadier-general Smith, and the 
fifth under Lieutenant-colonel Adams, C. .Ih 
Many of the Madras corps were (juickly movcil 
in advance; and the briskest preparations were 
entered into by Sir Thomas IIlslop, to enable 
him to take the field at the earliest jicriod. In 
the mean time Sir John Malcolm started ahead 
for Hyderabad, where he arrived in the end of 
July, and announced his appointment; at the 
British court of that capital, as political agent to 
the Governor General; Sir Tiiomas Hislop ami 
himself being invested with the fullest powers 
by the Earl of Moira, totally independent of the 
residents at the Native courts. Sir J. Malcolm 
reviewed some corps at Hyderabad during lii-^ 
stay there, and immediately afterwaVcls qulttctl 
that place for Poonah, where he remained but 
a few days, and thence returning to Hydera¬ 
bad, concluded his final arrangements with 




35 


\m I’.xcclleiicy Sir T. Hislop, for assiuning thfi 
command of his division (the 3rd) in the field. 
Sir J. M. now moved by rapid stages to Nag- 
porc, the capital of Berar, where, as well as 
at Pooiiah, he had an opportunity of sounding 
niul ascertaining the disposition of these two 
courts.' tt seems, however, that he did not 
altogether fathom the duplicity, the wily coun¬ 
cils, and the prepared treachery of these states, 
as his reports of Ins visit to Poonah and Nag- 
pore to the Bari of Moira justified at least a 
reliance upon their pacific views and Intentions 
during the ensuing .season of trial. He was 
aware of the ill-humour and sourness that pos- 
sc.ssed the mind of the Peishwah, from a recent 
disagreement with the British resident at Poo- 
nali, and more so from the anncxalion of a con¬ 
siderable territory, to the Company, in reference 
to some unfulfilled article in the treaty of Bas- 
scinj but he had no doubt a little time, and a con¬ 
sideration of the Pebhwah’s own intcrc.st, ^yould 
smooth over and reconcile those trifling difficul- 
tics. Under the. existing leinpcr, liowever, of 
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both those states, and where there appeared siiel' 
just grounds of suspicion of their liostilc view? 
to the British government, in luiviiip; sccretl) 
C 9 ni\ived at the PimUin-ces, by cnconragcinctii 
aticL shelter, and latterly becoming publicly 
identified with them, it would certainly have 
been more prudent to have strengthened the 
British force at both lliosc places preparatory' 
to advancing beyond them. At Nagporc tlicre 
were only two weak b.attalions of M. N. I. (the 
20th and 24th), the escort of the ilcsidcni, 
with a small detail of European Artillery, the 
whole not exceeding 1200 effective men. At 
Poonali there was the Bombay E. lU. and two 
Native Bombay corps, witli a small portion of 
artillery. At the former place the Arabs alone 
in the service of the ‘Berar llnjali, cxcectlcd 
3000, and he afterwards turned out a very for¬ 
midable train of artillery against General Dove- 
ton. The Pcishwah’s brigade at Poonah alone 
nearly equalled the British force at that place ; 
and he had besides about 20,000 hoi-so, and 
10,000 irregular foot, in its vicinity: that 
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Pvtncc also fitruisUccl not a coutempt’ible avtU- 
lery at tlu; lio\ir of ttial. It was, tlic‘refoi'C, 
liazai’diug too much to have left thus exposed, 
rliose important points in the campaign; for 
had either the one or the other been carried by 
the enemy's first onset, the result might have 
been ruinous to our whole scheme of action. 
The atmy in advance under Sir T. Hislop was 
scarcely proportioned to the services for winch 
it was destined beyond the Narbudda. It would 
be therefore impossible to have divided that 
army with any encct; and to have retraced its 
steps would liavc been still more imprudent, 
without accomplishing, in sonic degree, the 
proposed object of our visit to Hindostan. 

The attack at'Nagporc on the 27th Nov. 
1017, was more desperate and resolute than well 
concerted. The IJritish Resident, Mr. Jenkins, 
on the first alarm, took post with his little baud 
on the top of a small eminence close to the 
residency called Scclabuldec. It seems in that 
affair the Arabs did every thing unaided by any 
Ollier class of the Kajalfs troops, with the ex- 
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ceptioii of a loose body of horse,'•who on this, 
as on all other occasions, seemed to place the 
summit of theiv skill and bravery in an osten¬ 
tatious display of their agility in horsonianshii). 
They seldom approached williin lire of onr 
troops; and on the near approach o(‘ danger in¬ 
variably betook themselves to flight, 'rheiu 
was another small hill contiguous to Seclahul- 
dee, on whicli our troops planted a six-pounder 
with a party of Scapoys. The Arabs, in an 
irregular line, assaulted both hills at onee, and 
at some points carried their ground nearly to 
the mouths of the British mustiuetry. They 
were repeatedly driven back witii eonsidcrablu 
loss from Scctabiildec; but were nevcitlielcsii 
(letcrmincd to gain some advantage, and, after 
several repulse!, at length charged wilh re¬ 
doubled vigour, and carried the smaller emi¬ 
nence, the few of our men who escaped retreat¬ 
ing on the main body. Trom this s|)ot, and 
from the captured gnu, the enemy now opeiietl 
a most galling and thick fire upon ycetahuldcc, 
in the course of which we lost several oHiccia 
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and men. This firing continued tor the greater 
part of tile ensuing day, when a select detach- 
inent* volunteered to retake tlic gnu on »tlic 
hill, but whose efforts, after a most determined 
stand on botii sides, proved unsuccessful The 
Arabs after this repulse, now observing our fire 
to be more languid, and our troops nearly ex¬ 
hausted, and vccYuited with fresh numbers to 
their aide from the city, seemed bent upon, 
carrying Scctabuldce itself: Our troops In this 
protracted contest became knocked up and dis- 
spirited ; it was here the nerve and firmness of 
the European officers were put to tlic trial, when, 
after repeated charges and attacks, the troops, 
almost exhausted and in despair, would have 
resigned themselves to submission to the enemy. 
Tlie Seapoys, apprehensive for the safety of their 
families, many of whom were outside the post, 
and about the llcsidcncy, and of course ex¬ 
posed to the fury of the enemy, l^ecamc almost 
iudilVcrcnt to their own existence, and had all 
hut reconciled thcin.sclves to share the fate of 
. their unhappy famvlics. The Arabs still coiv 




tinned to pi»s\i their attacks on the hUlj aiul tiom 
the fatigue and dreadful havock among.'it our 
troops, the event now seemed doubtful; and it 
was as much as the officeis couhi do to rally 
and cheer theiv men to a stand, ihis gloomy 
posture of affairs was happily relieved hy 
the gallant and vigorous charge of .the ca¬ 
valry escort, under Captain idtiigcudd, of 
the Bengal army, on the Arabs, who were soon 
put to flight from {he sninll hill, the gvuv re- 
taken, and their distant caviilry in like mannor, 
and in equal style, dispersed along the jilain. 
It \^as on that occasion that Captain I’kxgcvidd, 
observing a favourable moment to act with hia 
little body, sent to Colonel Scott, on the hill for 
his permission to charge. The Colonel disap» 
proved of the proposal, and returned a positive 
refusal to Captain F. with a peremptory injunc¬ 
tion not to attempt any thing of the kind at the 
hazard of his commission. Captain F. observed 
to the bearer of this message, “ If it is only at 
the hazard of iny commission, here goesand 
he accordingly gave the word to charge, ami 
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tbus^iccuied the lingering and doubtful struggle. 
'This fortunate event inspired ficsh vigour and 
pcrscvcnincc in the troops on the hill, who were 
now for the first moment after -a cpnQict of 
nearly two days, allowed to take a short rcs- 
and inquire after their missing and 
wretched families. These however, did not 
suffer inucli, as the Arabs were so hotly engaged 
themselves, in their successive attacks, as not 
to leave much time for a thought, as to plunder, 
or the perpetration of more cruel purposes on 
those defenceless creatures. The loss on our 
part was very licavy, nearly one half the de¬ 
tachment being killed or wouiulcd. Amongst 
the former were Mr. Sotheby, assistant resident, 
Chapt. Saddler, and Lieut and AdjuC. Grant, 
of i!4th M. N. I. Lieut. Clarke of the iiOth, 
and Mv. assistant surgeon Nevau. The Arabs 
iiui.st have also lost on their part great lui inhere; 
and the impression made upon them by tlie 
tduirge of cavalry under Capf. Fitzgerald com- 
pcllcxl them to keep aloof and desist iVom any 
further attempt on iJcctabuldcc. But even 
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against the Arabs, and possessing as we did so 
advantageous a post, tlie day went linrd witli 
us at Nagpore; and it may be said, lluit to the 
intrepid example and comluct of the Rc.sidoiit 
Mr. J. and the other European gentlemen and 
officers, during that arduous struggle, the suc¬ 
cess of the contest must be mainly attributed. 

The rapid advance of General Doveton’s di¬ 
vision (2nd) on Nagpore, early in December, 
with the measures adopted by the British Jlc- 
sident, and tho consequent atUicU by Cicn. I), 
on the enemy’s lines of defence ne.iu* Nagpore, 
on the i6th December, soon reduced the Hajali 
to submission, and left him without a aiiiglc 
gun. The very judicious plan of attuelc hy 
Gen. D. and the precision and alacrity with 
which each attacking column moved to its post, 
would have ensured success had the enemy even 
been perfectly on the alert or stood to tlicii- 
guns, lire fact was, that on tho evening pre¬ 
ceding the assault and during tlic ensuing morn¬ 
ing (I6th), Mr. J. bad been in ncgociation with 
the Rajah for the surrender of his artillery and 



other points, The troops had been told ofT for 
Hcvcvul hours to their different posts, and General 
I), was naturally anxious that matters should 
ho decided one way or other, either to have 
quiet possessioir of the guns, and to allow the 
trooj)s to break ofl‘, or to bring the matter at 
once to an issue. In this painful procrastina¬ 
tion Gen. D. urged Mr.’J, to a speedy decision, 
ijitiinatiiig at the same time his determination 
not to postpone his attack beyond a specified 
hour, IMatters were shortly aftc'rsvards brought 
to a train of scUlpincnt by Mr. J.; and thc'lla- 
Jah hud actually scut orders for the surrender 
of his guns. In ihcnican time a few nnitch- 
locks had been fired from a small post near a 
pagoda, occupied in some force by the enemy, 
upon .some of our people; which Gen. D. ob¬ 
serving, he quickly put the M. I2th L. I. in 
motion to di.slodge the enemy from that spot. 
This corps, in moving towards the point of at¬ 
tack, iiad to pass some of the batteries, that lay 
partly concealed in the topes or groves; and 
they hud not moved far when they received a 
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heavy discharge of camion from one, and after¬ 
wards more of them. The whole line* was iii- 

* General Dovelon's force nl Niigpore on iho Hlili Do. 
cembor, 1817: Six companies of tl.e Royol Scots, (111, 
ofBcnpl Cavalry, 22.1 reg.of Bengal Nil-Madras iroo,,;: 
iwo brigades of horse artillery, Oil, M. N. cavalry, two bri. 

Iui'n i tnf 

JM.i., flank companiosof the 2cl m\ 25lli N. I. 

£rtro« /™. 

onimTird "-ilh Ihe tlclachinci 

5'SlHi==i 

been achieved, reflects the hirri «‘!‘‘viC 0 hns 

-ntand proLstrialllrM^irt;;':":;'” 

cpmmaiidert, aswoilas unon Ih r ° who 

valour of iho ol lont C ' 

.. 

M'Leod, Scon, Gahan Collm f 

!"S brigades; of M. o M„„f 

-"Cling corps of IvaBy ’a "'-‘“'''b 

Stewart and Fraser, and Maiors I “ouionnni.colonels 

Weldon, M'Bean, „d gS; “^'““'^"11, 

'eryand infaniry.’ as well "m r 7""''"''^ “‘'P" «f "'lil’ 

Homer, of the horse ariillerv , 7 ",'"““, ''•'"I 



stantly |>ut in motion in consequence, and tlic 
plan of attack that had been previously fixed 
upon by the General was carried into effect, 
with the utmost exactness and promptitude, by 
the brigadiers of divisions. The diflercm co¬ 
lumns of attack of course sustained the weight 
of the several batteries opposed to them; but 
the afiTair was quickly decided, and the whole 
of the guns taken easy possession of. Several 
of the guns luul the bullocks already Uurucssed 
to them, others with the bullocks at Imucl, and 
the enemy were about to retire to the city, 
when the above circmnstaucc luckily hiimcd 
on the event, winch thus prevented the Jlajah 
from withdrawing and concealing Ins numerous 
train for a lutiire experiment. Gen, D. had 
attached to each of the Native corps (with the 
exception of the light corps) a company of the 
Royal Scots in this attack. Thu loss on oiir 
part was tvifliug, being under two hundred 
n)cu of all casualties, no ullicers killed; and 

I'.xcelloncy tlcnlrcri to oHia-I iIh ihaulcs nnd praise, for fin.ir 
ie>lo M\t\ gallunt cxciiioiis, H.i ilcaviibcd by Jbi^'adicr- 
Ouvoloii. 
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iinidii less than could have been expected, con ■ 
sidering the extensive and wcll-cquijjped train 
opposed, to us> of nearly eighty guns. Tim 
enemy sutFered little or nothing in ihclr l)iit“ 
teries, as few of the guns were dischaigcd but 
once, and they timely took themsclve.s to tlic 
city. Their cavalry must have sustained a 
more considerable loss from the imr.spifc and 
activity of our cavalry and horse artillery. Se¬ 
veral elephants and camels, with a quantity of 
plunder, fell into our hands on, tliis occasion, 
There still however remained another clillh 
culty to be surmounted at Nagpore, and which 
ultimately cost us pretty smartly, nor did the 
execution of this service reclouiul so hajipily to 
the credit of the troops employed. The Arabs, 
still numerous in the city, refused cither to sub’ 
mit themselves to us, or obey the orders of the 
Rajah, until their demands and arrears of pay 
were fully adjusted: it was consequently deemed 
necessary to apply force for the reduction of the 
city^andfor this purpose it Was desirable in 
the first instance to get possession of one of tbo ■ 
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gateways. This gateway was neither ibvlifietl nor 
protected ill anypartlculavmaunev, either by the 
strength of its own materials, its height, or any 
commaiuliiig post in its vicinity; there were 
however, several houses immediately within 
the gateway, nmning parallel on each side 
of the street. The Arabs with tlicir match¬ 
locks were posted in small bodies in tlicsc 
liouscs; and confident in their number^ and 
the .security of those lionscs from any external 
attack of artillery, they viewed with perfect 
iiulifi'crcnoc the fire of our battery upon this 
gateway, by which it was quickly brcaclied a(; 
one tower. The ensuing morning the sujicr- 
intcncliiig engineer, Lieut. Davies, liaving ex¬ 
amined the l)vcach, and finding it jiracticable, 
was anxious to cstal)lish a lodgement on the 
tower: the moiuing was particularly favourable 
for t]ic attack, as it rained very heavily, and it 
does not answer to expose matchlocks in such 
weather; and Lieut D. obluined the leave of the 
General, but not without repeated .solicitation, 
to make the atlcnipl, with the detail of Knro- 
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]>eans, aiul soirio Seapoys coming oO'diitv lliat 
moriimg, The party was aocoriliiigly drawn 
out, with the miners and sa|)pcrs, etmsisting. of 
about thirty men from the M. E. ll„ i,, IVont. 
The Arabs during this time had retired, in coin 

sequence of the rain, from the gateway to the 

inner houses. Lient. D. with Ids party pas.sed 
entirely unpcrccived, Co the very breach on the 
gateway, and had ascended it with the advance 
when the alarm was quickly given by the Andi.s,’ 
whomstantiy started up, and opened a smart 
Are of matelilocks from tl.c doors and windows 

of the, houses on the head of the party. This 

checked our advance for a little; several of tlie 
pjers and miners having l)d|e„, a,.,| 

My not making their appearance as might 
expected, the Arabs, of course, gai.^d 
ground, and increasing to such nuinhei! that 
«y a man of those who'ascended the 
ach escaped unhurt, they in i,,ei, 

lulled the advantage, and compelled the 

who e p.arty to fall back with considerahle loss 
Mitenant Davies, and Ensign Nattes of I . 



49 


Engineers, were both Ijacliy wounded. Lieute¬ 
nant Bell of the Royals was killed, with three 
of Ills men; and five of the miners and sappers 
shared the same fate, The Arabs, shortly after 
this rc])ulse, sent back the body of Lieutenant 
B., and generously intimated at the same time, 
that the other killed and wounded might be 
withdrawn., Two other attacks had been made 
at tlic same time on other parts of the city; but 
that at the gateway having failed, and General 
D. not wishing to expose his troops to further 
loss, ordered them to be recalled, and made ujr 
his mind to desist from further operations until 
his heavj^ guns arrived.—It became advisable, 
shortly after to enter into terms with the Arabs 
for the surrender of Nagporc. This measure 
was adopted at the instance of Mr. J. the Resi¬ 
dent, no doubt with a view of restoring- order 
and tvanf|uillity to the country ; but it had nei¬ 
ther the coiicuneiice nor support of General 
Doveton, who was anxious to reduce the Arabs 
to unconditional surrender; paniculavly as hi.s 
battering* train, by which he could have quickly 


V. 
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effected it, was only a few niiirchos fioni Na^' 
pore,at the time, and the whole of hi.s trooj) 
were eager to retrieve the late faikii'c ut tin 
gateway. , The terms granted to the Arabs hj 
Mr. J. were, the payment of arrears due to tlioni 
by the Rajah (upwards of a lac (jf rupees), a 
safe escort for themselves and families to such 
places as they might wish to proceed to without 


the boundary of Bcrar, and the possession of 
their arms. A British olTicer, Lieut. SheiTiii; 
was also attached to them, who of course, in iiis 
person, stood a sufficient guamntco for the ful- 
filnieiit of these conditions, Loixi Moira is .said 
to have expressed great dissatisfaction at tins 


“■■-■senent, and witi, some justice, as ti,« cv 
effects of it were felt by us throughout the rc 
' maiuder of the campaigu. About 1800 Aral 
were moved off ftom Nagpore towards Khar 

de.sh; hut there was scarce a day that ten 0 

■nore of them did not separate tlremselvos fron 
had reached their own capital, Mally. 
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gsuini, not oiu' third ot* the originid iuim\)cr 
had remained together. 

Nag-pore, now deprived oFits stubborn Arabs, 
was for a time restored to trau(i\»ilhly and ))cacc, 
and the Kajah Appa Saliib being again seated 
under certain limiiatioiis on ln<s throne, seemed 
in bettev humotir, and evinced in his outward 
demeanour a ped'cct reconciliation as to the past, 
and-a seeming gratitude for onr great modera¬ 
tion as his e(nn|nevors; Imt it will be hereafter 
perceived liow |)crislting and jidlacions tluisc 
hopes and appearances were, and that the link 
ol'the MuUvatta conredevaey against us had not 
as yet iiceii oUcctually broken at llic Berar 
court. 

The an'aii' at Poonah Is next to be noticed, 
though anterior a few days to iliatof N ngpore; and 
when we consider the Peishwab the bead of the 
Mahratta states, the extent, riches, and po[)u- 
lation i)f his dominions, the reputation, and fav- 
blazoned name of tlie Maln-attu .soldier for ages, 
the love and faitli that .scoinod to pervade every 
subject ol' liis coinUry Unvurds his title iiud his 

K 2 
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family-findinghimsdi; in his owiiii|i|M dicii 
not only injured in liis priviUc I'eeiings, In, 
suited in his dignity, and deprived (d’a vain 
andancientposscssion, imiialurally euuuginn 
tiiese impressions, feels disposed to s„pp„,, 
consequence, and vindicate ids light as a si 
reign, and appealing to his sulijeets, and to 
army, fancies himself secure in tlieir a/leeti, 
and certain ,n his object; imlding ,d| tlieso. 
vantages, and m the calm and undistnrhed 

djment of his throne, and amhist the 
lusatate, we observe this sovereign .snnnn 

Ins cineftamsand his army to tens of tl, 

*«'P™ed,aslosti„o»rownlo„l n 

shadows of men at thU ' btif tin 

‘“tire honour and call f'>'*'1 atahe 

"'‘<=-‘'1 of a nation, their coun. 
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try's and theirsovereigu's indepemlencc, we are 
almost ashan^ed to boast of ouv victory over 
such a vaunting* and pitiful mob. 

It seems that a strong* personal dislike had no 
small share in the origin of the misunderstand¬ 
ing between thePeishwah and the British Rcsi- 
deirt at his court: this want of mutual confi¬ 
dence became gradually agg*ravated through 
neglect and suspicion ofcacli other; and daily 
acquiring strength and a severity of character 
through the agency of their several creatures 
and hirelings, it at length attained a pitch of 
the keenest personal hatred and abhorrence. 
Ill such an unhappy temper of things, there 
were not wanting those whose views, treachery, 
or private interest,quickly attached them to one 
side or the other; and it was said that there was 
scarce an observation made either at the Rcsi* 
dents table, or the Pcishwah’s zenana, that was 
not instantly and faithfully reported to the op¬ 
posite party. The ambassador of the Guicowar 
Rajah, who was present at the court of Poonah 
in 18H, fell under this imputation in the opi- 
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nion of the Pcisliwiili, as too closely coiu’cined 
in these dealings, and shaving too nuicU in the 
confidence of the Hon. Mr. Klpbiiistono; and 
under this suspicion he shortly aiterwards I’cll a 
sacrifice to the vengeance of tlvat convl, leaving 
been put to death on (|uitting a place of worship 
by some of the IVishwah’s agents. Trinibuck- 
jee Danglia, an adherent a\ul minion of the 
Pcislnvahs, was the supposed murderer, but no 
doubt existed in the mind of the Urilish Resi¬ 
dent, as to the previous sanction and ooncur- 
rence of the Pcishwah to the assiissimition. 
Such an act of perfidy could not escii)>c the no¬ 
tice of the British court, and the person ol 
Trimbnckjee was in consequence demanded to 
be given up, and after a strcmions but fruitless 
endeavour to screen his creature, Jkuijec Row 
(the Peishwah) was compelled to surrender him. 
Trimbuckjee was accoi-dingly conveyed to the 
fort ofTannah on the island of Salscitc, where 
he was committed to close confinement: he 
however shortly afterwards conti-ived to escape 
from Tannali; and unwilling to trust himself a 












sccolul time iit Pooiuih, he collected togetliei' a 
Few horse, aiul contirnicd a wanderer and a va- 
guhond through tlie Mahratta territory, miti! 
the period oi' the open rupture between the 
Peislnvah and the Ih'itisli govcniineiiL These 
occurreiiec.s took place in lti!4, 15. The es¬ 
cape oi‘'rrimIjuckjoc I'roin Tumuih was ejected 
through the aid oF a horse-keeper. On the 
night fixed on For the attempt, every thing 
being in readiness For liis reception outside the 
i'ort, Triinbuckjce late in the evening cpiittcd 
his apartment For the purpose oh visiting an out¬ 
house; llie I'Airopcan sentry was called to con¬ 
duct him to iliut place, and Trimhuckjee passed 
ill, leaving the sentry outside. Tlicrcwasa lamp 
burning in this room, and our pri.soner, as IF in 
want ol' water or somolhing else, called out For 
the Tootce, wlu; prcscnily (no doubt })y previ¬ 
ous concerr) passed also in, carrying witli him 
a small haskee and broom, wlhcltarc commonly 
used For these place.s. Shortly aFter, llic same 
person lo all npjmaranee passed out again, and 
lel'l the Fort. «Thc .sentry liaving waited a long 


while outside, and thinking it was full time fo, 
Tnmbuckjee to turn out, approached the tioor, 
and soon found that his man was gone. There 
was a small window which looked out to the 
rear of this place, hut so small as to leave 
acarcely a possihility of a person forcing himself 

“ot of ,t, or when on, of descending the high 

« "•0]>e and some person 
to assist also; but it has never been folly as- 

ceitame wlictherTrimbuckjecassnmedthcgarb 

and implement, of the Tootee, and thus cscajied 

fi'cm,thedoQr,orwhethen.ssistcdbyfoeTooL. 

ic coiM to.make his way, thropgh the win-’ 

Partv f outside by i, 

P‘ J Mahratta horse, who pushed off whl. 

n.Ws. Ie singed for the main land. The new, 

„ "'bnplyees' escape agitated not a little 

our government and the PpishwahV co.n t 

^ arljeeUow was called upon tp seiap and deliver 












iu luuicjy c.\[)ic.ssfa Ills surprise ana 

regret at the cseujie ot ilic prisoner, urging 
at ilic same time his inability to overtake and 
arrest him. Tlic cscajic oi’ Tvimlnickjce, as’ 
miglit be ex|)ectL‘cI, only tended to widen the 
hvcaeU between tbc Pcisiiwub and ibe British 
goveriiment, and eertainly accelerated, more 
than any other event, ihc moment of actual 
hostilities between the two powers. Tlie Poish- 
wah hencelbvth ilumght himself bound to ))ro- 
vide for his lavouriie; and, under various 
pretences of (|uel[ing disUivbauccs, and other 
measures of a public nature, he placed a con¬ 
siderable I'orce under Tiiinbuckjce, and made 
regular remitlamicy to him for its sii])pon; 
whilst it was said that the leaders of the Pin- 
daiTccs liad heeii invited hy 'rrimhuckjec bim- 
scH'to invade the Company’s territories. 'J'hev 
were [n()mise<l the counleiiancc and aid of the 
JVii.shwali s autliorit}', and encouraged to renew 
their system ol'pillage on a more enbuged and 
extensive scale, 'i’he.sc plots had been detected 
by the British Kesident at Poonah, and it be-/ 













came advisable to clicck their i’urtiici- progress. 
In the words of Lord Moira, “ we were then con¬ 
strained to anticipate tliis incorrigibli! plotter.” 
We sunounded him in his cnpitiil, nml obliged 
him to submit to terms which pre.sert'cd the 


auuicuL appearances ot connection, Imt deprived 
him of much strengtli, should he liaaml niiy 
future machinations. Tile ]>eisliwali’.s capital 
thus in 1815 surrounded by a commiiiidiiig' 
force, and an army of obsorvatioh of nliont 
12,000 men, being posted on the I'omlmdi'a 
nver, under Sir. Thomas Ilislop, that prinoo 
'vas compelled to swallow the Ititter dra.igl.t 
of assigning over to us territory toward,, the 
support ot a body of house, which the Peishwah 
was bound by the treaty of Dassein to mahttain. 
but winch had not been enforced l,y us-until 

I”" • ..-»ro ft.," J 
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on'aith uu our sitle, it i« on this revived and 
compulsory (icmand on the Peisluvali for the 
fullilment of what he might have reasonably 
enough concluded to have been a remitted 
article in that treaty. The restoration of the 
Peishwali to his throne, and the consolidation 
of tliat empire by the Marquis Wellesley, was 
justly looked upon as the master-piece of that 
nobleman’s adnunistiatiou. Why we should 
have so long omitted to enforce the full terms 
of the treaty of 18i;.3, seems somewhat strange, 
and has a bad appearance, as it looks as if we 
searched out for that particular clause as a con¬ 
venient clue of bickering and quarrelling with 
the Peisluvali. The allotment of the country 
in question in the vicinity of Darwar quickly 
generated the most implacable hatred and spirit 
of revenge, on Dadjce Row’s part, against us. 

The Peishwah, the acknowledged head of 
the RIahratta empire, lost no time, of course, in 
giving the alarm to the neighbouring states, 
calling on them to look at his degraded condi¬ 
tion under the British Government; that they had 



jiotliingbetter themselves to expect; iind that 
the moment was now arrived when they sliould 
with one heart and hand rescue their rmnainiiin. 
independence, and see to vindicate tlie sacred 
unsullied honour of the Maliratta eonipact, i fe 
called upon them, as their master, to foll,«v his 
example, and strike against tlie Hritish when he 
d.d. From this time, early in lOlG i„ ' 

1817, every scheme was set on foot, and every 

power roused up to arms, against us; when find. 

our armies on the move in advance to Hi,, 
dostan, and thinking to take us unawares, the 
wo powers of Poonah and the Berar ] aial,' 
burst, at nearly the same moment the J 

rewards the middle Of Ootoher loty 

>™w„ to the Hon. Mr, p 1 ’ ^ 

bodies of horse aiul fr r" iHinicmus 

-e daily crowding towmds thT’lrpJS ^ th'I 

Pf its iiihabifants and f . '"'"'ber 

■’ rating the Peish. , 

/ 
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wahs avlillcry In the most cfiicieut oidcv aii(l 
readiness. 

Matters being now matured, iu the Peishwah’s 
opinion, for action, lie is said about this time 
(November 1017) to have intiinated a desire to 
the Hon. Mr. E. that the European force at 
Poonali, on some idle plea or other, should be 
withdrawn, 

The Resident received the proposal with re¬ 
spect, and returned for answer, that he had no 
autliority to order a single European away 
from Poonah ; that tlic European regiment was 
placed there by the Governor General, and 
could not be removed by any other authority. 
On tile afternoon of the 6th of November, 
J817, the Mon. Mr. E. received information at 
the Residency, that large bodies of liovsc and 
armed men, witli gnus, &c. were moving out 
ol‘ tlie city, and udvaiiciiig in the dirccliou of 
the Residency uiul cantonments. On this’ncws 
the lion. Mr. E. very coolly intimated to the 
gentlemen and oOicers of his family, who were 
still at table after ti(Uu, that they had better 
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, soon finish their Vine, ns they had no tinn* to 
lose, the Peishwahs force hein/)- actually on 
the move towards them. The whole pmy 
therefore arose, and proceeded with the detach^ 


mentat the Residency, and tlie escort, towards 
the cantonnieuts. The tn) 0 |),s, consi.stin^^ of the 
B. E. R...the 2nd battalion of the (Jtli, and the 
1st of the 7th, were immediately put Under 


aims, and drawn up m one line at tlie Sungum, 
the ground of the old cantonments. Shortly 
after, several bodies oftlic enemy were seei, 
diawing near, and, passing in ii einniitons rou te 

in front.of our line, seemed disposed to oiitdank 
oui e t. The B. E. K, ^a., |.|,y 

a small detail of his Majesty's fifitli regiment 
■•J -«s Col„, B,„ BI. " ; 

ample, and addressing the diUpm 
passed them Tl.. ^ 

’ «eeu advancing 


Ulcir guns to the front; which Colonel B. oln 
serving, and anxious to put part of his troops 
in motion and on die alert, he asked the Hon. 
Mr. E. if he shovtld now consider himself 
authorized to act against the enemy. To this 
Mr. E. replied, “ No, Colonel Bur, not yet;— 
let us wait for the first blow.’* Shortly after 
the enemy oj)ciied a few guns on our line, and 
their cavalry commenced to move; on which 
tile lion. Mr. E., addressing himself to Colonel 
Bur, said, “ Now, Colonel, you may act as you 
please. '* The action, if it can ))e .so called, now 
commenced, the enemy having opened all their 
guns, but with very little clfcct, and their in¬ 
fantry doing little better execution by a loose 
and irregular fire on our line. The enemy’s 
cavalry .sceined (letonnlncd to break onr line on 
the rightI)ut observing the Europeans posted 
there, they wheeled oir, ami passed on, receiving 
a few smart volleys from the European regi¬ 
ment; and coming upon the 7lh B. N. Lon 
the left, they made a partial, hut bold dnsli at 
that corps, and for a moment j)ut thorn in con- 
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fiismii. The Hon. Mr. E. observing tlie attempt 
upon oiir left, rode with all pos.sihle speed to 
the, Europe.w regiment, and re(iiie,sted tin: ser- 
vioes of .a couple of companies to the support of 
the left. The appearance of these, and the 
exertion and gallantry of the oHieers ami men 
of theVth. soon restored tlie left to oi'der, com¬ 
pelling the masses of the cavalry to fall hack • 

' finding themselves unequal to 

any serious impression upon the British line 

gradually drew off for that evening, and eon* 
turned the following day to hover about the 
fine without a second attack, and withenic 

doing us any mischief. Curing the attack on 

he afternoon ofthe 5th, sevenal small bodies of 

fee enemy proceeded, to fee pli.mlor of the 
Residency and cantonments, and domolishc.l 

eveiy house and trace of our little .settlcmm^ 

ven to the very graves of the dead. The 

house of Captain F. alone ese.aped destruction • 
-was there a single article o/p,ate orfm"’ 
Uu-er^ovedor.injmedinthatoffieor’sqnarters.- 

Th.spflicei,whawasin command at the time 














of the Pcisinvalfs own brigade (every inau of 
whom had heen sworn some time before, agree- 
ai)Iy to their several faiths, to he true and faitli- 
fill to the Peishwah, and not one of whom kept 
this solL'inu oath of allegiance,) was considered 
a great favourite at court, and his tables wcmc 
scarcely able to contain the rich presents of 
plate, in gold and silver, that had been made 
him hy the Peishwah; and this prince was 
weak enough now to expect tinit Captain I’, 
could not lie forgciful of such marked kind¬ 
nesses and bounty, aiul had accordingly given 
positive orders not only to spare Cajitain F.’s 
house from being plundered, but to place people 
over it for its security and protection. The 
attack commenced at three o'clock. Onr loss 
was reported to be, I llavaldar, 1 Naick, 15 Sea- 
poys, and 1 jirivutc of the Pnropcan regiment, 
killed: I Ideulcnanl, 1 .Icmailar, nnd 65 pri¬ 
vates, woumicd. The enemy left about 500 
dead on the (ickl. 

The Peishwah’s arn\y now increased tp num¬ 
bers; and lie endenvouiTd to organize its 
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undisciplined crowds into soparalo corps and 
bodies for the prosecution of the war. Ills 
army lay nearly upon the- same /around as on 
5th November, dose to Kivlcce, when liripf.-gen. 
'—arrived in its vicinity with a very .smart 
force under his command ; butafter a .seemingly 
unnecessary delay, and a number o(’ pauses and 
doubts, that officer did not thiiilc jn’Oper to take 
tire opportunity ofTcvcd of trying the slrungll) 
of the enemy. The chief doubt was n.s to the 
practicability of crossing onv guns or'or a ford 
that intervened between the two nrmius. The 
General consnUed with those about; him; .some 
said the river was fordable for guns, others the 
contrary. The artillery otlicer is said to have 
given it as his opinion that the gnus couUl pass. 
■Parties, however, of our infantry had certainly 
passed over, and cleared the opjiositc bank of a 
few matchlock jiicii who came tlo^vn t'o annoy 
us. The attempt was not made; anti a Ijy- 
stander observed, during thi.s p^tinfiil suspension 
of active measures, the Bviiish Ucsideut, who 
was present, labouring under the greatest dis- 



appointment and distress of mind. At one 
moment it was supposed that the General would 
advance; tlie next he changed his mind; at 
length, somewhat perplexed, he is .said to have 
moved quickly up to the Hon. Mr. E., and, 
striking his hat against Ins knee, to have ex¬ 
claimed, “ No, it i.s too much to risk on a 
single engagement; the haisavd is too great: 
we must reserve ourselves for a surer occasion.” 
This o\)portunity lost of hringiug the enemy to 
action, not only gave the Pcishwah time to 
revolve in his mind on his condition, but must, 
have added also not a little (o the enemy’s in¬ 
solence and confidence; and before any other 
opportunity o/lercd to engage that army, Badjee 
Row had put Ills whole army in motion, and 
led our several detachments in pursuit of him 
for some thousand milc.s. Thus commenced a 
march of many months, which cost the public 
more money, and a greater .suspense, with 
more distvess ami suiVcviug to the troops em¬ 
ployed, than all the other o.pcrations of the 
campaign put together. The Pcisliwali hatl 
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now finally taken farewell of his capital, which 
hatl fallen into our iiamis with little opposition, 
and without any coiisidcrahlc loss^. 

In the mean time the news of the insuriec- 
tion, ami of hostilities witii tlic Ihitisli power, 
spread tluoiigh every part of the Peishwah’s 
dominions; and all British snhjccls were or-* 
dered to he taken np, {iiul prevented from 
j)assing through his territories. Several ollieers 
were accordingly intercepted, and either put to 
deatit ov taken prisoners. Captain Viiiighan, 
15tli M. N. I..and his broilier, a young adven¬ 
turer, were surprised l>y a body of horse on their 
route from Bombay, and both having been sho(, 
were afterwards hanged from a tiee. Incut. 
Wane, of Madras Artillery, was also ovcriakeii 
by a body, and most inhumanly put to death. 


* The Hoo. Mr. E. at tiio close of tho inKurrocliuu i 
loonah, was heard to observe, that during ilu, whole pu 
gross of the conspiracy, an.l ihronglioiu nil his seer, 
researches, iho result tnuglu him, that ho hnd not henrd 
single word of truth from any Mahraua employed by bin 
with the exception of one man whom he always Baspccin 
and him be never believed. 
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Lieuts. Hunter ami Morisoii, likewise of the 
Madras establishment, were taken prisoners after 
a very resolute and stout resistance; and having 
undergone a variety of adventures, severities, 
and condemnations, were at last spared their 
lives, and conveyed, blindfolded, to the top of 
the hill-fort of Wussita, wiience they were 
afterwards released. But the mercy shewn to 
these odicers arose, no doubt, from the imme¬ 
diate communication made to the Peishwah 
direct by the Hon, ^fr. E. that the British 
government would hold his person responsible 
for any it^jury or undue cruelty inflicted upon 
these ofheers. Tlicsc othcers are indebted also, 
in a great measure, for the lenity shewn them 
to the good ofiices and intercession of Major 
Pinto, a Portuguese gentleman in the Peish- 
wall’s service. 

It was at this period, January 1st, 161B, that 
a battalion of Bombay N. 1- 2nd of the 1st, 
with a brigade of six-poundersand a detachment 
of irregular liorse, had been ordered by Colonel 
Bur from Scroor to Poonah, and had conm on 
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its first march suddenly upon the IV'fsliwah.s 
whole army» encamped close to llie village ni 
Covygawm. Captain Staunton, the senif)!' olli- 
cev, on observing tliccuomy’.s army, crossed the 
small liver in froutofthe village,and llirew Ids 
small detachment into it, very properly pre- 
fening the occupation of that village to any 
attempt of retracing Im atejis in the Iticc o(, or 
to a resistance on the plain against, such mieiiunl 
numbers; but in doing tins be omitted taking 
possession of the Guvrhco (or snmll fort) lliat 
lay witbin tbc village, ami wbieb, front ils 
elevation, commanded every purl of il. 'i‘he 
reason assigned for llm oversight was lire total 
want of water in tbc Ciurrhec, and the impru¬ 
dence of dividing too much bis little band. 
Tbc appearance of the Ibitish detaclunent: soon 
attracted Badjee How’s iSntice, and a large body 
of Arabs were detached accordingly to allack 
and drive tliem from the village.' The Aralis 
advanced witli the greatest gallaulry and cool¬ 
ness to the very walls and gateway of the 
village, receiving the repeated volleys of our 
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Hues fiom within the \v<alls nxifi liouscs. They 
{juickly jicvccivcil the adviintagc of the Gvwv- 
hcc; and after a persevering and vigorous 
attack at the gateway of the village, they 
forced their entrance, and gained possession of 
the little fort, whence they continued to annoy 
and distress our party move tlunv (Venn any 
otiicr point during the conllict The irregular 
cavalry on our side of course disinoiinted, and 
Joined their companions for the defence of the 
village; and our two guns, after the greatest 
cHCVtious, were at length posted so as to scour 
and protect the gateway. Nothing could be 
a fairer trial of bravery, discipline, and cool¬ 
ness, than the contest now hccuinc. The Arabs 
were slain in dozens by the .steady and lulvau- 
tageous (ire from the walls, and cut down iu 
C()ual numbers by voUcys of gvnire from the six- 
pounder.s whilst alleinpiing the gateway. They 
fre({uently presented iheiu-sclvcs at the gate¬ 
way, and seemed bent to carry, or render 
uscle.ss, those destructive engines; and were 
as lVc(]mmtly n>owcd down and tompclled to 



'f™' tho Europeans luul ft,lie, 

>b^ut the g„„a, ancL the fe,v tl,,.t .onu.ine, 
W<=.ebeeo„n„g„.„,.e„.„| „,orc exhiu,.ste,l; 
tbe Arab.,, observing the slackness of |i,.e 
«ow redoubled their exertion,,, and at length 
chatgurg the gun.,, they carried then, putting 
every ,„a„ about them to the sword an,! .lag- 

Eat ^ ^ tbe artillcr;, 

I ut. Chtshohu, Madras service, share,! thi, 
ftte. and the exulting and.furious Arah, out 

to .Badjee Row. The loss of the gu„, iL 

„ot.„n.eh dishearten the gallaJthtuul 

E ^'''"t^'^ting together 

n the «iost secure positions and epver ithiiul 

douhtful, state of the o l’‘'"'««ge,l and 
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jniiiistcrs, “ Why, if my whole ainiy is unable to 
destroy or to rout a single baMalioii of their own 
eouutryiucn, what can they do against all the 
I’aringecs, and the other armies that will pre¬ 
sently cncoinpass us?” The minisler in reply 
wbisjieved, “ True, Muharaj; but you had as well 
keep that soidimeiiL to yourself.” The Arah.s, 
still pushing their ground, had nou'-got posses- 
sio\t of a house in which were two British ofii- 
(X'l's hadly wfuuuled, Incut. Swanston, and Mr. 
Assistant Surgeon M'yngatc: tlic Arabs did no(. 
seem disposed to )>ut tlunn to death, as they,are 
eoiniuonly wont to do, hut Mr. W. on the ap¬ 
proach of tl»c Aralw near him, seems to liavo 
provoked unintentionally, son)c way or other, 
their rescnlincut, ami he was ([uickly dispatched ; 
l)ut they olVcred no violence lo Ucut. S, Lieut, 
IhiLlIson, adjt. of the Native corps, and a man 
of piodigI(Mi.s strength, was shortly after this 
closed upon hy the Arabs, and brought down no 
less than live of them l>y the l>utt of a musquet 
alone; but the brave fellow at length fell co¬ 
vered with woimtls, and soon after expired. 
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The contest was thus obstinately continued to 
the afternoon of the day; and although our 
tmogs stdl held their posts, and repulsed every 
effort of the Arabs to dislodge them, the un- 
ce.i3mg. fatigue and want of water, with the 
fresh bodies of Arabs pouring in, and little 
lopes of relief to thcmsclves-these hardships 

iiaturally pressed, and .dispiriteil many of then, I 

aud observing,their numerous comrades dirm- 
Pi% |«bout them,: they, would have almost re- 

■good themselves to a siinilnr fate. Every eft 
f 7' *«‘'vivii,g European olti- 

ers, by rem..Kii„g tho Scapoys of their duty, 
then faiinhes, and their eoloiirs ; the drums beat 

0 mans several times, and a fresh stimulus was 

* '"77'"to the troops to maintain their 

Po t, and. the reputation they had already ac 
‘ however resumed the ' 

next tnorning; but the Peishwal, ! 

issue still undecided,and his own tiooplthh ' ’ i 
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apprehensive of the loo near approach ol* Gen. 
Sinith'.s army, ordered the attack to he cliseon- 
linucd; and llte Arabs !)eing vccallcd, he on 
that evening i)rolcc ground withhis whole army *. 
(Captain Staunton had carlyoii the morning-of the 
‘2cl oC .lauuary, contrived to di.spatch a messen¬ 
ger to Col. Bnv, to inibnn him ol’ his condition, 
and calling on him (braid: the messenger be¬ 
longed to the irregular horse, and managed, with 
a grout <leul oC doKtovlty and courage, to pass 
lllrongl^ several bodies ol’ the enemy on his 
votUc to Poonah; he at one lime unexpectedly 
came on their advanced pi(^uct in a Nullah, and 
with fiingnlav presence of mind commenced 
ringing his horse, brandishing hts .spear, and 
proclaiming aloud the titles and valour of the 
Pcishwah ; the picpiet, of course taking him for 
one of their own party, did not tvowhlc them¬ 
selves about Irhn, when he suddenly dashed 


* Om loss iU Coryj^ttwin wan imiso heavy as might bo ex- 
jiccloil: Licii(H. ChiHliohii tinii PaUtson, and Mr. As.'iislinit 
Siii'f{c<iti \Vyn{(iUc, killtd, and aboiU 100 hilkd ami 

^Yo«Jul^;llu^^hl5 pvivalcs mul Scopoys. 
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.'(cross tlic Nullah, ami left, Uicni in Llm gTcalo.sl 
surprise aud disujrpoinliueut. CoL liur, ou re¬ 
ceipt of the message, detached a body of troops 
to the relief of CorygauMii under Lieut,-col. C.; 
but, singular as it'inay appear, with orders not to 
proceed nearer than ten miles of the place, as if 
jnerely to shew the enemy that rciiiforccinciitH 
were advancing, but without nuich regard to 
the safety or lives of the vc3naining little hand ; 
and the above detachment proceeded accord¬ 
ingly to a fixed point, and without eflbcting any 
thing, turned right about again, thus leavii^g 
Capt ’S. and his poor fellows to their fate. 
Luckily the Pcishwah, as above staled, liad re¬ 
called his troops from the attack, aud movo.tl olL 
Gen. Smith’s force had now come close upon 
the Peisliwah's army, and that foi’ce marched, 
for days and days together, completely siir- 
rouuded by the numerous cavahy of the Pcish¬ 
wah, who kept at a civil distance from the 
British line, and only now and then made at¬ 
tacks upon the baggage and the rear; but wlicu- 
evei- they came within-musqnct-shot of any 
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imvl- of ouv line, they as (juickly disappeared, 
seltloin or ever leaviiij^ any of their killed or 
wounded behind Lhcin. The enemy’s line had 
fretjueiuly received repeated ami sudden rounds 
of^-rape and mnstiuctiy, and seemed instantly 
to take to flight, and In such a hurry as scarcely 
to leave lime fora thought as to their casualties; 
nevertheless they seldom left a single man or 
horse hehiud them to shew the cflcct of our 
close and welhdireetcd iirc. The Mahruitas 
possess extraordinary skill in horseinanshi]), and 
so intimate an ac(|uaiiUancc with their horses, 
that they can make these animals almost do any 
thing, even in fnll s])ecd, in halting, wliccling, 
ike.; they likewise use the spear with remarkable 
dexterity, sometimes in full gallop, grasping 
their spears sliori, ami ([uickly sticking the point 
in the ground, still holding the handle, they 
I urn tlieir horse smldenly round it, thus perform¬ 
ing on the point of a spear, as on a pivot, tile 
same circle louiul and round again. Their horses 
likewise never leave the particular class or body 
lo which (hvy ladmig; so that, if the rider 













sliouid be knocked oft', away gallops tlic animal 
after its fellows, never separating itsell from the 
iiiaiu Ijody. The Mahrattaa take to llie lieid, 
without distinction, horses, iiiarcx, tillies, ; 
ami you may see l) 0 (Uosof tliese vahldc ictreat- 
ing or flying across llic country, with nearly 
half tlic number of llicir horses iiiiinoimted in 
their rctiiuie; every Mahratla brings his (»wu 
horse and his own arms willi him to llic field, 
and possibly in the interest they possess in this 
private equipment we shall find llicii' usual 
shyness to expose themselves, or ever to make 
a bold vigorous attack. Dut if armies or troops 
could be frightened by appcavauces, Lbesc hordes 
of Mahrattas would rlishcarimi tlie brn^'cst■, ac¬ 
tually darkening the plains with their numhers, 
and clouding the horizon with dust for miles 
and miles around. A little fighting, liowever, 
goes a great way with these as witlr most of the 
other Native powers in India; and after tasting 
a season or two of the bitterness and liardsliips 
of an activ.e campaign, they are generally well 
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inclined to skiilk ofT with their poor <iud worn- 
down fininnds to their villages. The Pcishwah 
M'as now proclaimed throug'hout Ids dominions 
a traitor to the Ihdtisli government; and the Hon. 
Mr. E. proceeded to the <piiet possession and 
settlement of his country, that wretched sove¬ 
reign and his family being closely pursued aiub 
hemmed in by two or three dilJcrcnt armies. 

We had left Sir John Malcolm on liis visit 
to the court of lienir, and shall now resume the 
operations under Sir 'V, Uislop. His EKccUcney 
arrived from Madras ahout the middle of Aiw 
gust at Hyderabad, where he was received by 
the whole of the troops at that station, drawn 
out in a line of nearly two miles, uiul c.vtcnding 
to the very entrance of the Ucsidenoy. His 
Excellency arrived al)oiit one o’clock of the 
day, amidst a grand [irocessioii of the nobles, 
ministers, &c. of the Nizam’.s court, all mounted 
upon elephants caparisoned and decorateil in tlic 
most costly and ricli manner, and suiToiindcd 
liimself hy the whole ol' his personal and the 
general stafl'. 
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iioine.days after, Sir Thomas had the honou 
of being introduced, witli tlic whole of his sidl:. 
aud followers, to the Nizam, and on a suhsequen 
flay to the prime minister, Cluindah Lull; on tin 
latter occasion he was received hy the coi'ps o 
women under presented arms, who are kepi 
for the protection of the Nizam's seraglio; or 
both these visits his lixeellcney was, reeeit'ed 
■most courteously,'and presents were distiahuted 
to ins suite to the amount of a lab and a lialf of 
‘'«l)ees. The Nizam is said to liave looked miiel, 
flejected and'in low spirits; lie received the 

party ,n a small room witit scarce any furniture 

or decoration; habited himself h. a plain white 

mnshu dress, seated upon a eonnnon carpet 

;;';7“ndfd by his ministers and few nobles; 
he spoke ItWci nor did he seem altogether to 
understand tl.e nature of: the visit by tl,e pre- 

enee at Ins eourt of the commancler-in-ehief; 

nd such an mflux of red coats upon him I in fact 






















"Many oF tlic Madras corps had now'proceeded 
ill advance on the Taptec nver, and others more 
Forward on the Narbudda; and his Excellency 
whilst at Hyderabad ordered a Further contin¬ 
gent of Europeans in the head quarters of the 
Madras European Regiment to join a squadron 
oF iiScl dragoons, and two brigades of horse 
artillery, and the 3d light infantry, that were 
destined For his personal escorli This detneh- 
menl .started on tlic 27lli of August, under the 
coniinand oFtlic Hon. Licut.-col, Murray; biif 
tlic rains liaving set-in a few days after, tlicy 
became exposed to tlie most severe and incle¬ 
ment'monsoon that had been known for years, 
and until the end of October underwent greater 
hardships and distresses than any other detach¬ 
ment on advance. The detachment had made 
hut three marches when they were brought up 
by the sudden <lesccnt and overflowing of the 
Monzooru river, which continued impassable, 
circumstanced as they were, (or upwards of QO 
days. This rivci*, within 30 miles of the Ni¬ 
zam’s c‘a])ilal, was always regarded as one nf the 
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most rapid and dinicult; streams in the eoiintry ; 
but, nevertheless, there was not even a hasket- 
boat, or raft of any cieseviptiou, iu readiness to 
expedite the transport of the gv\ns and ]>vovi- 
sions, nor was there tlic least |)rc])araliou made 
ortlioiight of to meet the arrival of our troops 
and the existing exigency. It was iJi vain to 
seek for wood to form rafts; none was to ho 
had ‘dry, ami none of any description except 
the date-tree: the pionCevs had conSi>lctcd some 
l)asket-boats, but no hides were to be had to 
cover them: every expedient was tried to puss 
the camels, by the purchase of village cots and 
chatties, and fastening them above tlicir backs, 
these animals being nimble to swim. The rain 
still descended iu torrents for about 12days with¬ 
out intermission; and the detachment at Icngtii 
bocame perfectly insulated, and ent oft’ from 
any further attempt at passing, until the SOfh 
day, wiien the calmness of the weather enabled 
them to get huddled over, in basket-boats and 
rafts, a stream not exceeding eighty yards wide. 
Ilis Excellency Sir T. Ilislop had vcmaiue<l 















behind at liydciabad ; ami itwasvcvy fovtviviate 
licliad (lone so, as lie cxperieiicccl there an alarm¬ 
ing attack of illness a few days after the march of 
his escort, and wliicli liad at one time assumed 
the most dangerous symptoms* The detach¬ 
ment, having crossed the Monzoora, now stepped 
out, weather permitting or not, but seldom 
marched above seven or eight miles in a day 
from the dreadful state of the country, men, 
olheers, and all struggling kncc-dcop for days 
as well as they could through the mud, generally 
leaving a gun or two, ami more than once 
the whole of the horse artillery guns buried 
up to the axles in the deep cottou-grouml, 
and compelled to be left there until elephants, 
planks, See. were sent out to disengage them. 
The detachment in their progress liad been cut 
ofV, no less than tlirec dinereut times in the 
cotu’sc of ton days, from their tents ami l)ag- 
gage at diflcreiit small streams, ))ut which, from 
the torrcnls of rain, had swelled to the largest 
rivers, and to the depth of liftccn or twenty 
feet. On one occasion the force ]\ad not 

(; 2 
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crossed a small rivulet Icnee-cleep alrOve 
hour, when the flood descotuleil, mid iu p 
hours after it rose, to :such a height us barely 
give footing to the largest elephants. None 
the tents; or baggage, with the exception 
those of the messes, had come np; and tl 
whole of the troops word exposed that day m 
night, and the succeeding day, without the len 
shelter, and scarcely, any nourishinont, 

The detachment now became,, as might 1; 
expected, sickly, fevers and dysentery s],rea(llii 
amongst them; anti the scanty supply of »,«! 
cmesmtd regular clooley men, furiiished on firs 

quitting Hyderabad, was foniitl lamentably de 

cent for, the increasing sick, Tlie tving „ 

^ E. R. alone amounted to four hnndrei 

men; forty-four dooley,s were tiu 
comidement required, and forty-four wore fur 

bearers;, the others were entirely composed 

commou coolies, or villagers, who wor^« 
Hyderabad, and who, on reachhigtbr^ 
-ra, deserted by sixes and sevens, at 











rtiicl half of these carried on the heads of those 
villagers, whence they repeatedly precipitated 
tlie wretched occupants lieadloiig into a river 
or a bed of mud, some of whom actually 
perished in this manner before they reached 
the ground of encampment. Village carts were 
afterwards substituted for the waait of dooleys; 
but the state and condition of four or five 
sick men thrown \ipon one of these carts may 
easily be ijiiagincd—without bedding, and ex¬ 
posed either to incessant rain, or to a killing 
and vertical sun, and frequently unable to hold 
04 , or bear the motion of the cart—tumbling 
olf, and obliged to remain so ou the roatl, until 
possibly at the close of the day they arc missed, 
and a doolcy sent back for them. 

Licut.-col. Murray’s detachment thus con¬ 
trived to pull through the mud as far as the 
Godavary rivor at Naudcrc. At this j)Iace' we 
were much gratified by a visit to the Seik 
College, where there arc upwards .of three 
hundred of that class instructed in matters of 
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(lieir religion, and the whole cstahlishincnt is 
seenuiigly conducted witli great regularity and 
apphcation. Tim sages wlio preside there de¬ 
liver out their lectures from their respeetivo 
stalls,; ocGupying ata coiiveniciit distaneo from 
each other two sides of the luill of audience. 

fheso instructors appcarcd vencralile, pious, and 
respcctaibie old men, seated upon eaipets, and 
liaving large and Ticlily cmitroidered pillow.s 
before them, whence, iron, their books they 
c^bv^cd out their dlseodrses to tlieir heare,^. 

le Sc,k student always appeal’s in puhliu 
we ^ cessed; and in stature, deportment, and 
inbit, strikes the visitor at once wiU, a pro- 

po-ssion in his W They are general^ 
tall, of elegant symmetry, and hi their oounte" 
iianees alone carryrucckpresyon.of superiority 

an ’ inanhness&r’ahove auy other tribe . 

I.d^. Uhcy.generally dress in dark clothes. 

1 ofty blue tirrbans,.and :are on all occasions 

annedwithaswordaT.dshle]d.;a„dmanyof 

^ lem.w.th im instrument of war, -which they 
the 'Wt dexterity Mind .effect 







i.m3 luacuiiuca u t-uiimum wuu 

ibis (bffcl'cnce, tbat tbe plate of the foniier is 
j)Gifectly flat on botli sides, and not above tlie 
eighth ofan incli in thickness. These arc com¬ 
monly carried in a do^'cn or two on the upper 
ball or crest of tlic tarl)nn, where they sit close 
together, and quite at haiul for service. In 
using these, missile wca])ons, the fore fniger of 
tlic right hand is introduced into its cavity in 
the centre, and the inner edge brought to rest 
firmly on the ball of the same fn^gev ; the thumb 
is applied outside and over the edge (which is 
as sliarp as a common knife), merely to direct 
the aim. The right leg is then drawn back, 
and tlic Seik, j'nising his arm above his head, 
and inclining his body downwards, discharges 
it in a hovi/oulal direction, just as a boy skims 
a sheet of water with a .slate. These weapons 
fly through the air faster-than t)»e eye can fol¬ 
low thcnij and the Seik makes as sure of hitting 
an ob.jecl the si'^e of a man at seventy ov eighty 
yards, as the best marksman could with a ri/le. 
These weapons are used with best effect 







88 


-gainst bodies of cavalry, wl.orc, even at tbo 
distance of two hundred yai'ds, one of then, 
«omn,g m, contact, with the horse’s leg or 
Ijody will be s„.-e to b.'cak the former, or 

'■“'"f '■“'o 'ttter, The Soiks use 

a so bows and ari-ows with great skill, «„,! are 

elegant ho.semen, on -those occasions using the 
.’pear and matchlock, and on all, public cere- 
monms d,splaying their beaptifnlly enrbroitlered 
ck ap„ers.Kv,thcu,dousd 

rins class of peopk^ bear the inost deadly an- 

rthy to Hhe Mahon,,cdans.^At Nando,Lve 
tad, an opportutrityof witnessing the effects and 

tnm'ksofthe late inuudation-fronv the heavy 
.-’wlnchfclfAnSeptcnbct Two-,birds 

mdt carried away; 

and the ,Only place of,.refugc which .■pmaiued 

ort.c w.etchedi,„habit«„tswaso.vthetopsof ‘ 

-'•■-nhctwcc,vforty.flvoa„dflftyfcct,b 

.... *;;c 



















the inurvL njvujuuJiiauiv; proois oi inis lact, tiic 
w^Iiolo of‘ thc'in still rctaiiiuig the marks of the 
overHow I>y a thick line of leaves and rubbish 
the bi’iiuclics of the loftiest trees in the 
A'illa^-e. UjJW'iinl.s of twenty villages had betm 
entirely swcpl: away between tliis place and the 
jiiouth of the river at llujahmmnlvy during that 
season. A Jogec, or Hindoo devotee, had at 
>Janclei’C occupied a sinall shrine, or place of 
wovsUip, on the most elevated jmt of the town, 
iind projecting somewhat towards the river, 
lie had resided in this cell for years together, 
never exleudiug his commerce with man or the 
world beyond an oecaslomil descent for a small 
supply of rice, or oil to trim his lamp with. 
He hiul been uecustotuod to expect the vise of 
the river as usual, and took no further notice of 
it this year than formerly. The waters, liow- 
ever, hud risen unusually high, and in the 
course of a single night washed tlic walls of his 
abode, and the following morning ovcrilowc<l 
the floor of the little temple. The inhabitants 
on the towers of Nandcrc observed the danger 
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of tliciv \\o\y muH, ami scut aff u raft for him 
but this he positively rel’iiscd to aseoiKl, am 
said he would never abaiuloii his deity. It i: 
iuvaln to endeavour to prevail upon people o 
this mind; and towards the evening he. \va: 
seen silting on the very pinnacle of the eel 
with a few of his favourite idols in his hands 
the hood having risen; and on tlie following 
morning the deluded man was missing al 
together, not a vestige of his uljodc to be .scon 
The detachment had now crossed the Godii 
very. There arc excellent boats at Nanderc 
and the natives of that place jiossosh extvaordi 
nary skill and ease in swimming that broad am 
rapid river. They will pass over at (be sanr 
time three or four liorscs: having a piecj 
of light wood,, or a dried pumpkin-shell 
fastened loosely under their armpits, and JioJe 
ing the single cords by wliieh the horses av 
held (from the uiulcv Jaw) in one liaiul, or h; 
the teeth, these fellows kick out, and heatiiij 
tile stream with the other arm, they lead th 
horses, with the grratest .safety, across th 













river. Tlicy will singljMiianagc the most stub* 
born or restive horse, closing upon him whilst 
lie plunges and jiaws at the swimmer, and, if 
necessary, mounting on his back, or holding 
him by the nock, and sometimes by the tail, 
flogging him at the same time M'ith a ropeVcncl. 
The bullocks swim over of their own accord, 
provided one leads the way; but should this 
loader, whicli fTequciilIy happens, suddenly turn 
about ill the wjUcr, the whole, as if by word of 
eommaud, right-ahont also, and thus jirescnt an 
amusing scene, where there may be two ov three 
InuKlrod in his retinue at a time, the bullock- 
drivers abusing the leader in llie strangest terms 
for this detention; but tlte moment tlie leader 
turns again, so do the whole body, imitating 
exactly his motions. 'J’licilocility of these ani- 
inuls, and their discipline amongst themselves, 
may be observed willi a great deal of cuter- 
lainnicut at tlie Cmnjianys bviUock-fann near 
Sei ingapatam, where Uiero arc iVequcutly, from, 
ten to lifteeu thousand IniUocks kept Ibr public 
purposes. Amidst this vast lierd the keepers 



sclccl; li bullock of particulav'ciist ov brml iVom 
amongst tlicir own droves, cadi drove having 
from three to six liimdrcd belonging to it. This 
favourite bullock is immediately decorated with 
a tawdry covering of particoloured sLulf, hung 
all over with small bells and betuls of cowries, 
or of ivory, withhold buttons, and not nnlVc- 
quentjy with small bits of looking-glass stuck 
in damur or wa.w His liorns in like mauiicr 
are surrounded with neatly worked brass rings, 
and frequently tipped with the same. Thus 
ornamented by the keeper, its authority soon 
•becomes acknowledged by the whole hcnl; and 
the keeper now, through his new deputy alone, 
directs all the movements and government of 
his charge. The whole of the bullocks at the 
farm arc. turned out promiscuously to feed 
along the extensive grounds, wliere they graze 
witiiout any interruption for weeks together. 
But when it becomes necessary to select bul¬ 
locks of a certain breed, either for gun-carrijige 
or grain (the same bullock not answering ibr 
both), the keepers arc directed to furnish so 


many : on tliis lliey Imve only to summon tliclf 
Icailcrs, who instantly obey the cal!, when every 
bullock of that particular herd turns out,-and 
follows liis master without failure. The re¬ 
quired number is then taken away, and the 
chief and remainder return to their pasture. 

His Excellency SirT. Hislop with his staff 
overtook the detachment at Nandcrc, niul start¬ 
ing ad\cad with the squadron of the 22d dra¬ 
goons, the command of the detachment devolved 
upon Major Amlrcws, M, E. H. the lion. Licut.- 
col. Murray linviiig uccompauied his Excel¬ 
lency. Our (lelaehmcnt now stepped out, and 
marched for 24 days in succession, halting but 
one day, the 2(lth ol'October, at Basscin, aver- 
aging 14 miles a day. During this marcli tlie 
borse artillery guns broke down twice; and 
idlhough they were separated, with u view of 
accoleniting their junction with the army on 
the Narbudda, they were nevertheless passed 
by the infantry, and left some miles in the rear 
of Mulkiipoiir, the 11, A. olliccrs fairly aeknow- 
iedging that die hoises were knocked up and 
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could proceed no faster. V\^o had now gained 
the Taptee rim, and the following day pas.sing 
to the eastw.ird of Assccrgluii', we entered the 
Charwah Jungle, an<l quickly after reael,c<l 
his Excellency’s camp. Sir T, Uisiop's, at H,,,.. 
dah, where we arrived on tlio lath of Novein- 
her. In our inarch tlirough the Cliarwah Jungle 
we lost several followers hy tigers; theseani- 
Mls are very numerous in tl,at tract, and more 
than emnmonly bold .and greedy, A,,Seapoy 
with the advanced guartl, was knocked down 
and,earned some distance, on our seco.ul march 
“otjgh It. The man was afterwards found, 

hut the tiger had left such deep marks behind 

• hnn, haying peuetmterl the skull in tlio hind 

Patto the head, that he died, These aninmb 

generally stun their victim by a dreadful blow 
n the first mstance, and then proceed'to suck 
ou the blood ;arrd a horse or buffalo will have 

“ If of escaping, lmm„. 

l^ilocked over by afiino’te stmVn ^ 

animal, ^ /‘"^le stroke, as a man or less 

On our arrival at Hurdah, the encampment 
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3f the army, wc found assembled there the fol¬ 
lowing force, inckuling our own detachment: 
VIZ. four brigades oflior.se artillery; the rocket 
corps; one squadron of M, M. 22d dragoons; 
3d, 4th and 8th M, Native cavalry ; three bri¬ 
gades of six-pounders, including the Russel 
brigade guns; the Hank companies of H. M. 
Royal Scots; the M. K. regiment; the rifle 
corps; the 3d light infantry ; a haltalton of the 
(Jth Native infantry ; ditto of the 7th N. I. ; 
both battalions 14th Native infantry ; the 16th 
and the I7th light infanti'y ; the Ru.sscl brigade, 
and about 3000 of the Mysore irregular horse ; 
and the 1st battalion of the Madras pioneers. 

Sir Joliu Malcolm was also in camp with his 
political assistants and staff. The army re»- 
miiined at HuvtUh to the end of November, 
without any thing particular occurring beyond 
the news of the treaty with Scindcah, and the 
cxecatiou of a trooper of tlic 0th M. N. cavalry 
for the murder of Major O’Donncl of that corps. 
It was oil this ground that the news of the in¬ 
surrection at Poonali reached his Excellency 




















S'r i.. a-slop, who shortly after in conscqncn 

t etachecl Lieut-col. Deacon with the 17th lig 

ni antiy, the gallopper guns of the «th N. c 
valry, and a party of Mysore horse to cover tl 
orders of Khandeish, and to remain atconnnan 

nt evrcnntyofDowlutahad. intheeventr 

- S,r John Malcolm had been throw 

■001 OSS the Narbudda,, towards the end of Nc 
jniK with the rifle corps, the 0th M.N. I 
Russel brigade, and the. greater part of thi 

%sore:h,orse,. but he had not '„de abon 
' to Id! rcl*’’'"^^ibM'eturned 

° ^’'“''ettcy's ea.n,> (leaving his small 

cletachmcnfbeyond the river) and It . 


















preventing a juiictinn between lliat and the 
Berar Ilajah’s forces'; but the ill-advised step 
was haj))>ily avvcsteil without any inatevial de¬ 
triment to tlic object of l)ie campaign. The 
Earl hJoira disapproved in very strong terms 
of the vetircjncut of the army from Hurdah; 
and with great reason, as such a step at so cri¬ 
tical a inoincht was certainly but loo well cal¬ 
culated to inspire confidence into our enemies 
north of the NarbiuUla, and to postpone the 
accomplishment of the grand scale of action 
that was in contemplation by his Lordship. 

Sir Jolni Malcolm now joined )iis own de¬ 
tachment again across the river, and proceeded 
nearly in a northerly direction by Seronge, 
tluM'cby, in co-operation with some of the Bengal 
divisions, lieiuuung in and closing up to the 
westward the followers and adlicrciUs of llol- 
kar; whilst the army under Sir T. llislop, ami 
Lic\it.-col. Deacons ^IctacUmcnt, more to the 
soutii and west of the NuiLiidda, prcvciucd 
any party from proceeding to the aid of the 
Peishwah. The fort of Uiiulia, on the left batik 
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of the NavlnuUla, which comnuiuls the only 
forcl in timt quarter, anti the passage-boats of 
tlie river, was now taken possession of, agree¬ 
ably to an article in the late treaty with Seine! call, 
by bis Excellency, who threw in for its gar¬ 
rison a brigade of guns, a company of M. E. II. 
and the ytlvNativc infantry under Major Heath; 
and these arrangements being effected, the 
army commenced crossing the Nnrbudcla on 
tlie 30il> of. November, and had completely 
passed it on the 3d of the ensuing moulb. 
Himlia was formerly n town of considerable note, 
but now only bears the ruinous and decayed 
vestiges of its ancient extent and 8)>lcndoiir, 
The Narbudda presents bci’c a new and grand 
siglit to the visitor, in its deep, rugged, and ex¬ 
tensive bed, running east and west open to the 
.eye for several miles. Us Avaters had norv sub¬ 
sided from the effects of tlie late monsoon; but 
its variegated bed of islands covered witli the 
thickest herbage, of naked and bold rocks, itf 
lakes at different points, and the smooth and 
deep green stream that washed the off bank, fur- 
















LiVil C^kJS# V ViiVi 


ivcl of its bed. From Jlindia tlic eye is im- 
lediatcly aUractetl to a beautiful pagoda ou 
le oi)positc side of tiie river; to the riglit of 
diich lies the Durnili, or tributary estate, of 
Hicetoo, a celebrated leader of Piiidairccs. It 
;as at this spot, that the Kmperor Aurimgzehe 
i\ former days passed ou his expedition to the. 
)cckuu; ami the people of the place })oiut out 
o the visitor the u\avks of that proud cuciny 
)n every part of the above pagoda. Tlic whole ol' 
he ligurcs below, and many parts of its rich and 
ligblysculptLircd works, ccrUiiuly bear the iiiarks 
3f having been broken oH' and defaced; and 
die pilgrims at the pagoda aflinn, that the Deity 
was so much oflciided at the iiisull. thus ofl'ercd 
lo his temple, OsS to cause It to turn away its 
face in shame from the sun, and lo look lo tlic 
\^'t’St, to which, however the tale may be, it 
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certainly at piesent points, awl contrary to the 
general order ofall Hindoo places of worship. 

The army under his E.xcelleuey had now 
readied, by slow marches, close to Ougcin, the 
capital of Sciwleah, without any kind of intcr- 
rupUoii; and Sir J. Malcolm inclining with his 
detachment to the west, was instructed so to 
shape Ins route as to meet his Excellency’s army 
f ‘ '‘bove place. Sir John visited his Excel- 
'ency on the iith of bcoemher, within one 
march of Ougeiii; and -the two armies, the fol¬ 
lowing morning.broke ground together, awl 

encamped on the left bank of the Sepra river 

winch washes, the.walls of that capital. The 
combmed army remained, on this .ground for 

-me days. The baxars in the tow.wluring on,' 

^tay were all dosed, the inhabitants cold awl 

no.vil.iitheireoniniu„ieatio„swithus,sci::e 

They seemed to have entertained a liieh 
opinion of the Bhye’s army, which had b 

assembled for sowp 

some days m its vicinity, fond 
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looked on our six-pounders as tliey passed their 
gates witli contempt and disdain; but, the mo¬ 
ment ilicy lieard the nesvs of the victory ut Ma- 
hidpore, and the total discomfiture of Holkar’s 
army, they with true Oriental fickleness at once 
changed their conduct, exposed their most va¬ 
luable articles for sale, and even advanced a 
large loan in monC}'to our arm}'. The army 
of Holkar had been assembled at Mahidpore, 
about 21 miles from Ougein, with the Regent 
Queen Toolsie Bhyc and the court of Molkar; 
and that princess, in nominal charge of the gor 
vernmeiU during the minority of Mulhar Row 
Holkar, had some days previous to the arrival of 
our army at Ougein, sent out Vakeels in terms 
of good faith and coufidence to the camp of jjir 
Jolm IMalcolm. She professed the greatest re¬ 
gard and admiration for the, British government, 
and expressed a hope that the same pacific views 
which led Sir John to her court on a former 
occasion, would be attended with cciual success 
at the present unwelcome and alarming crisis. 
3ir Jolin of course returned a polite acknow-7 
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Icdj^nicul for this civility, and rcconiinciulca 
the Bhyc to scud her Vakeels to the camp of 
his Excellency Sir T. Hislop on its arrival at 
Ougeiu. The Vakeels from Ilolkar’s court ac¬ 
cordingly arrived in camp, and ncgociations on 
the first day seemed to wear the most promising 
features of accommodation and peace. Ills Ex¬ 
cellency Sir Thomas held a numerous levee on 
tile occasion, ami the Vakeels were received 
at his tent with uU due parade and attention. 
The kindest professions and goorl onicc.s \vc‘ie 
interchanged, and presents of Pawn, and other 
trifling forms of Eastern custom, passed between 
the head Vakeel and his Excellency. Sir .lohn 
in his usual good Immour preserved mirth and 
merriment amongst them; Init he no doubt 
knew too well that all tiicse professions, and this 
dissimulation on the \ijut of IlQllcai’s court, at 
least was mere nonsense, and that we must liavc 
a fight for it. The two armies were too near 
.each other, anti the plots and designs on both 
sides too matcnally at slake, to be decided in 
any other way than by strength of arm. 













There 1.S every reason to suppose that the 
Uliyc hcrscU* had no wish to proceed to hostili¬ 
ties with us^ but her single voice had little or 
no controul over her haughty and factious 
Sirdars, Amongst these military leaders. Ram 
Dien and Uoshim Khan were the most turbu¬ 
lent, and seemed confident in their numbers, 
and their artillery; and possibly the recollec¬ 
tion of the disastrous, retreat* of the British 
detachment before this army^at a former period, 
might have not a little spurred on their pride, 
and given a keenness for a second experiment. 
Ncgociatious wore however repeated, and car¬ 
ried on with {jccmiug frankness and sincerity, 
until the news of the alTair at Poonah had 
reached llolkar’s court, when the Bhyc again 
changed her mind, and vcfviscd to enter into any 
positive engagement or treaty with us, whioli 
(lid not embrace the fortune of Scindeah, and 
guarantee the solidity ami preservation of the 
Mahratta compact; and she is said to liave ex- 


» 'I'ljc lion. Col. M, 
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pressed lior fixed dcteviiiiuat.\ovi to svippovt uiu 
rc]>Uce Badjcc Row on hU Uuxuio agiiiu, us fai 
as her ability and aid could cficct it, WlicLlu: 
these were the sciitimeiits of the IJhye her.scll 
or of her military council, is of little importanoo 
such language was sufiicient to damp and efijiCM 
the heretofore favourable appcaiaiicc of llie no 
gooiation. Amongst t)ic articles [)roposed by u 
ill the treaty with the JJhyc, was tilt; avW' f/m 
jm of the establishment of a Resident iil ho 
court, and the cession of Gaulnah us u depdt 
to neither of which, however, tlic convt ofnol 
kar would consent. 

• 'i'lie Vakeels were desired to oppose tin 
fynner firmly, but that they might wave to , 
subsequent period tlic consideration of tbc luttei 
The Dhye is even said of her own free will u 
have made a solemn oath, in the presence of he 
chiefs, that as long as she lived, orhadpowci 
she would never admit a British Resident a 
her court; that she considered' them as mcrel 
placed at Native covuts to undciminc and siq 

















plant the establislied order of things, and to 
scdficc the subjects from allcgumcc to their law¬ 
ful sovereigns. 

Ameer Khan was urgent for peace, and had 
instructed Gufloov Khan to dcelave publicly in 
tlie Bhye’s durbar, “ That war with the English 
would be the ruin of the state, and that his 
troops should not engage in it.” Toolsie Bhye, 
in consequence of this intimation, and from the 
advice ol’ some more solrcr people about her, 
again relaxed from her hostile disposition, and 
expressed an anxiety that young liolkar should 
be placed under the protection, and at the dis¬ 
posal, of the British g(»vc*riuncnt; that they, 
her Sirdars, all knew, by sad experience, how 
liopelcss any contest must prove to them, or to 
any other Native power, againsta Hriti.sh army; 
and that, hard as were the conditions of the 
Britisli government,, they were preferable to 
uhsoUite ruin and degradation. These senti¬ 
ments, but loo just and true, cost the unfortu¬ 
nate woman dear; a murderous gang having on 
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tl,e night of the 20tl. of Deeen.bei' dragged li 

fijmherttnt, and. after beheacliog her, th 

iiei body ni.to the rive]’. 

She l^d been seized by Ram I)ie„ 
°sl,«n Khan, together with her supposed par' 

°"r‘ "”'■<="'X 

y m that she was too amicable with d, 

. or Entopeans, and disgraced the R.. 

,1Vto rr""'"t''liao, she wl 
*ath. Gunput Rao was tied up and 

Holltar, , ■ ® reaped to 

t"? 7'”* • . .- 

preparatory orders to th ' ' ^ 

"inatingidoh:^ 

AndhisExceliency ah ; , 

and Mysore cavalry) 
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oil panicle tliat moniiiig, amouiilccl to about 
5500. 

'Hic army moved from Ougciii by slow 
marches, aiul arrived within eight miles of 
Mahidporc on the morning of the 19th of De¬ 
cember. Negocialions were still carrying on, 
but with .so many dillicuUies, and such apparent 
insincerity, tliat little was to be expected from 
them to the point. The ground that our army 
now lay upon was most diflicult, the whole 
ibrec being broken up into small detachments 
and patches, from the number of ravines and 
nullahs running in every direction through it; 
and had the enemy posted themselves on this 
grouiul with their luimerous artillery and in¬ 
fantry, they would have eol.l us much more 
severely than we al'terwards experienced. Their 
masses of cavalry might have thrown ihcmselvcs 
lieLwcen Ougein aiul these hills, and again be¬ 
tween Mahidporc and the same position; and 
they would at all events lu,|e thus harassed 
our rear, and cut uirall supplies. 

Jiveu here tlio ^hlkeel.s again visited Sir 
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^ Cbrt e„ 

he conference ^ras Suddenly broken off' 1 
, ' aut of his tent, on h 

Rearing, of an attack upon our foraging partk 

h 1/ rees who l,ad taken shelter untie 

^ei«g. given, the ,vholec.nnn w. "'™ 
T‘>e Piffiets were ordered tut 

'i- pat under ar,n 

I^-'ar,ees flying,ike t,>e win? r?";" 

able distance ntr ’ ^ eonsitleiv 

with tliese fellows''e'ver'on'^ 

^’^n^arree, uuincJ.Z; ’ ^'r: 't"’ 

heavy saddle, &c will n-nii ■‘'"““trenients, 

the .nost active of ''““"tl 

horse seems to partairo/'t?’""' 

-'h dexterity, and to know eva™r?""'"^ 




























gvouiul; tlie ordov to prepare for action being 
previously given, a strong detaclnncnt having 
been also told of!' for the cover of the baggage. 
The road towards Mahidpore was ininow and 
intricate, winding through several hills, and so 
covered with large round stones as to render 
the footing particularly dilVicuU both for horses 
and men. The army had not proceeded above 
four miles, when several volleys of imis(juctry 
announced the baggage to have bccMt attacked, 
and quickly after the lire of the six-pounders 
was heard in the same (juarler. Sir John had 
passed a-head of the army with the IGih L. I. a 
couple of gallopper guns, and some cavalry, and 
had taken possession of a small village on the 
light hank of the Scpva, uml to the left hand of 
the ford, which village now became o])cn .to 
the view of the army at the extremity of an 
extensive and Hat plain; the pagoda of that 
village, and the towers of the fort of Mahidpore, 
being the only objects that attracted the eye. 
On advancing, however, we soon got command 
of a nearer and greater view; the baggage 

































of the appear, behin., ^ 

^ilong the summit of a low range of hills ou „„, 

I'ght The army „o^^ haite.l, and rested f„t 
a out an hour, the enemy's lines, with their 
s reamers and flags, to be seen distinctly with a 
' f *0 distance of two miles. The 

>orse artdlery and rifle corps were.now ordered 

short d.stanee a-head of our, U„e, which was 
soon after put in motion also, the left in front 
covered by the cavalry formed in dose co1l„„„’ 

. ot the right and left, and moving 

ocntrc of the infantry. A few 

companies oftlm , 0 th N.- 1 , bad been throwl 
across the river in the early part of the day by 

the vtiT’.' tight of 

wider ^‘' ,aud lodged themselves 

7 : l e ^'^^Pitanks and ravines of the op- 

Pos.fos.de of the river, compelling sonfo mat 
ockmien who shewed themselves in t^ * 
fo fall had., We could now discern S; 

• artillery, posted ' ' 
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bcyoitcl the Sepva, aud running in an ivvcgvdav 
crescent on both sides of a small bill, having 
their left on the Sepva, and their right extend¬ 
ing in a curve beyond the ford, and inclining 
on the river in that quarter also. Their infantry 
were drawn iqi in a hue hchind the hill \ and 
hehiud tliese again were to he observed their 
masses of cavalry, and tliciv encampment. 

Tlic horse artillery had now reached an avenue 
which runs along the right bank of the river to 
the fort of Mahidporc; and opening a few guns 
on the right, whilst the other guns descended 
the ford, the enemy in their turn opened several 
of their guns on those points, as well as on the 
line advancing at a distance. 

Thi^ vide corps lUAdcr Major Snow was em¬ 
ployed at first ill keeping back the enemy’s 
small fire from the ofl’ bank of the river, hut 
was soon withdrawn from the avenue, and 
pushed acroH.s the ford with the 3rd light in¬ 
fantry, when, entering a deep ravine, that ran 
with its head towards tiic right of the enemy’s 
guns, they proceeded to the very extremity of 


















centre guns, every bne of which took ctfcct 
from the shallowness of the ravine in tlmt 

quarter; ami these corps, with , the tO'ih L I 

-sto,net! in that injudiciously chosen positio.; 

then- heav.est and greatest loss .luring the tlay 
uav.njj- bee., seated thc,-c without any o„e oh- 
ject orv,ew for at least an hour, and exposed 
’'>^^^^' >>y-delivered rounds of the encn.y’s 
• I'c light corps having passed the ford. 

; <•'^‘"07 u-d ao,negaI!oppe...guns 

th left s,de of the Nullah, on the upper iLk 
amqu.cklyopenedas.ua,-U,-eo„thoene.nya’ 
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direction, the greater part of them burst or 
expended themselves amongst oiir own n\cn, 
liievcby causing as much confusion as we iiad 
suffered from the enemy’s (ire in tliat quarter. 
The enemy’s cavalry were now put in motion, 
the baek ground of the camp being entirely 
enveloped in one vast cloud of dust. The light 
corps and the horse-artillery now brouglit to a 
stand, wiiolc of the latter being silenced, 
and the liead ol* the British line having reached 
the ford, tlic leading corps were eased oO'to the 
Ic'f, giving room to the Enropenn brigade to 
pass, some plan of action at length having 
been fixed upon. The enemy liad hy this time 
opened all their guns on the diftbrent parts of 
our line and ford, the fire on the latter becoming 
particularly .severe and galling, and several men 
falling under it. The European brigade, under 
Licut.'CoI. Scott, had now crossed the ford, the 
other corps following in succession, and tlic 
•wdiolc obtaining shelter for u while under the 
opposite hank of the vivcv, where his Kxcclloncy 
Sir T. Ilislop with tlu* greater part of the staff,' 

i 



were aiso^ they forqied themselves into line 
along the rugged bed of the river as well as 
they could. Lieut.-cols. Conway and Blacker 
(the adjutant and quarter-master generals) were 
ni the mean time actively employed with their 
owustaft; in disposing and telling off the corps 
for their several destinations; and Sir John 
Malcolm no,;, coming up, gave the order for 
t ie European brigade to move up, and .form 
tliemaelvea on the top of the bank; instructions 
«v>ng been previously sent' to the foot artil¬ 
lery, posted on the right bank of the Sepra, to 
pen Her fire on the enemy’s guns during the 
ormation and advance of our line. The flank 

c-pauie^ofthefloya.Scots, and the wing Pf 

HhNio l^attdlion of the 

up under the n “"""i 

ff personal directioa] of Col 

Conway by the several corps to fh 

l<^fl. and the right at the «ad 

eye of Sir J, Malcolm ' 

1 "1 a direct line on 
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the enemy’s guns to the left; Lieat.-col. Scott, 
witli the Hon. Lieut.-col. Murray (as a volun¬ 
teer) taking the lead, Sir John himself putting 
the central corps in a similar movementi The 
enemy now dealt their round and chain-shot in 
quick .succession. In the mean time tho three 
light corps had emerged from the Nullah; 
those on the left also quickly forming theih- 
solves into line. The whole line may now be 
considered as moving in an oblique direction 
on the enemy’s gun.s, which, as wc approached, 
seemed somewhat to .slacken their fire; and 
allowing us to come within grapc-.shot distance, 
the whole British front received, as if by signal, 
a most destructive and fui’ious discharge of 
grape, chain, and round together, which, by its 
weight alone, staggered fora moment the ad¬ 
vance of our line. The cheering, however, 
in.stantly set our .steps in advance again; and 
vcgavdlcss of the i'uvy and quickly-repeated' 
volleys, wc closed on them, and giving a volley 
of mus({uctry, announced that wewere at hand; 
when the enemy's left, throwing down their 

i 2 


,uri: nom retreat ,to,the..towi„ stood longer to 
. tlieir guns ; but. ,at: length, overpowered by the 
advance of .o„r .left, they ,either threw down 
• ft-rar.ns^Or:stpod ,the.cha.ge; nearly six 
luindied of the. eneiny towards, the right, and 
to the rear of it^ having fallen, .Not a man 
was spared rn this quarter. The cavalry had 

now passed the ford, adjoined in the pi 

,- otbeMysoreho.e under Captainiant; 

these eontnrued to follow up the enemy 
that evemng. . The guns being now 

^ken. the hue of i„fi„u,y advanced tbrongh 

wirr^r”’ ^^ftstandhi 

■ ‘ t!8'l>t. corps and 6th N. I, stcontl 

ont, and.,tools possession of a few guns posted 

^ afbrd the rear of their camp, and iioh 

offwitirir'to carry 

tokesee:;:hei;:::rr"T""'°”^- 

the sword sought shelter'iu 

h^nllahs, and along the banks ofthe river, The 
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enemy’s infantry nt Mahitlpovc amounted to 
about 1600, being the broken remains of eleven 
regular battalions ; tlieir artillery to upwards of 
2000 ; and about 1*200 matchlock men from 
Ougein. Ilolkars cavalry amounted to up? 
wards of 15,000, with 8,000 of Ameer Khan’s 
under Guffoor Khan, and 4000 Pindarrees and 
Loottccs of different descriptions. The action' 
commenced at half-past eleven, and ended at 
half-past one, to the entire discomfiture of 
Holkav’s army. Tl»c afternoon of the 2lst De¬ 
cember had set in with heavy rain, which con¬ 
tinued until the evening of the 22nd, the whole 
army, but pavticulavly the wounded, suffering 
much from the bitterness and cold of the 
night, scarce a tent standing in the camp. The 
enemy's loss in killed and wounded amounted 
to about 2500, and that on our side to upwards 
' of OOQ, of whom thirty-eight were officers. Our 

killed amounted to 174, of whom three were 
officers': Licuts. Colman, M. E. R.; M'Ecod, 
E. S.; and Lieut. Glen, Srd L. 1. Many of 
the wounded ofiicers died sliortly afterwards 



tothe rifle r ' -v.Wd Capt. Nortoij, attache,) 

Vi.f 3eventy.si;:®;rtir'" '7"’ 

ffW'is; a feyv' of them, ,pf F,.e„o)i and P T" ” 

"Wufapture, wd^fl,rp5,i,ed ^ 

8'''«P.®:al!pt ,yas entirelv P, ,. 

fve^.it happened m ' r ^ipw- ' 
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upwards of 30,000, stood to tliclr ground, and 
su))portecl the artillery by a charge on our left 
and to the rear, when wc had advanced far on 
the plain, they would have sold the day dearly to 
us, if not gained it altogether. There was no 
corps in reserve, and although our cavalry, not 
exceeding 1*200 regular, might have broken the 
enemy at the point of contact, still those luul 
jto’t crossed until the infantry was half advanoed 
on the plain with ihcir rear to the left entirely 
open, and the moment of that possible contin¬ 
gency had passed*. The distance of the guns 

* Had llio liglil corps, instond of bcuig scciied in ihe Nul¬ 
lah, been directed to tho right and left umlor ihu banh of 
Ujo river, particularly to tho right, whoro an open ))athway, 
surtlclcnt for three abreast, ran (o tho very flank of tjio 
cncniy'fl loft guiiH on tho Sepra, they would in Ihia point 
at least have completely taken the enemy unawares, and 
migljt Imvo of ihcmsolves carried ll)o principal battery 
there, beforo the enemy could Imvc had lime to wheel 
rbuiid lliclv guns on thorn. The other light corps should 
have been put in motion in open distance to Ihe loft of the 
liorsc artillery, and might have gradually outflankfed iho 
ennmy’s right as long as our artillery continued to play- 
lUil, placed ns tltcy were, they could bo neiihor useful as 
light or heavy corps; and ihcro they stuck until tho ad¬ 
vance of the right of our line enabled thoin, in drawing oil' 


well Kaockecl up bv 
upon them,- and. cbuld not have very quickly 

formed up. ,or recruited their; breath so as to 
"'aka an effectual stand against a fresh attack 

on then-rdan - But luckily for us, the enemy's 

fcavalry,moved off without firing a' sl.ot; and 
such was the mdignatiou of Holkar’s artillery 
oh this sudden defection of their,comrades from 
timm, that they actually at the commencement 
of the battle, turned round so.he of their guns 

i" Jite nuinne,. should have dasho, ^ ^ I ‘"'*'"'*'■5' 

^'«n.yv,i,h.na„t. “>«'■> 

Mie artillery,, wc lost nea,:Iy 50 of thpi.: 

mmg oyer tp the enemy am| iho 

d«abJfid.^:T)ie ftrc seem..,T?l\^ ; rcnnindey JcilJcd oi; 

guns of the;^^. cavalrv to’ h ‘ -*' ffnlioppey 

and;we underslap^!£hey werrnl^^°-"^"^ 'Pofliiioiv 

vice has since been verv.n.rirTv, r 

jinc ^Itogctiicr. ' ■ . ^ to.tho artillery 




gcthcr csci\])c tlK calamities of that clay, us the 

$ 

Mysore horse jiursucc! and overtook many of 
tlicin, who were quickly dispatched, and their 
horses and property pliuulcrcd; and it was after¬ 
wards [jcrccived that the dircecioii of the Hying 
enemy was marked for miles arouiid from the 
scene of action hy dozens of their dca{l ho<lics 
exposed along* the plains. Young llolUar lind 
moved oH’ with his ministers in the early part of 
the action; hut the Mysore hqrse rtcvevthelcss 
eonlrived hy tlic celerity of their punsnit to 
overtake and capture the most valimhlc j)art of 
the escort, the regalia and jewels of the court, 
amounting, as was alTinncd by t\ic agents of 
Jlnlkar, to hetween 7^^ and 80 lacs of rupees. 
Tltcrc is no douht. as to the vseizure of the above 
])ropcrty by the Mysore horse, but not to sneh 
an amoiinl; and the circumstance afterwards 
excited 'iiot a litllc discussion ihroiigliout tlic 
regular army. A committee had hceu appointed 
by his r/xccllcnpy to investigate the business, 




























blit the pressure oi luove nu|^uiuiui, uunwo Wiia 
imfavoiirable to the inquiry at the time, iiule- 

pendent of the obstacles that had been thrown 
in their way iincler a thousaiul iiunicaiiing' and 
idle pretences. Some otViccrs of couscqucuce in 
the cainp seemed to support the title of tlic 
Mysore cavalry to the property cajituved j tl^csc 
maintaiiiedj tJiat Iiad not that body seized the 
valuables, the enemy would of course have now 
possessed them; that it was our interest to har- 
rass the enemy by every means as much as 
possible, and to this cflcct it was advisable to 
hold out as mv\cb eucouvagcjucnt, if not an ex¬ 
clusive right by the captors to all properly taken 
under such circiunstances. The imjniry fell to 
the ground at that time, owing to tlic want of 
assistance on the part of those who could nfibvd 
it, and not a little to the evasive tone of corre- 
spoudcucc which was th.cn assumed by some, 
through motives of a prudent or partial ten¬ 
dency. It seems, however, that Lord Moirq 
has taken the business into his considera¬ 
tion, and that- already, through llie activity 


onheHo„.M,, Cole at Mysore, a consideMbl^ 

a.«o,u„ of that property has been diseovereci 
claimed from the Mysore government! 
rh.a has been the second instance of the Mysore 
cavalry having made themselves masters of the 
lawful pnac of the army, during the late ser¬ 
vices; the former seizure from a detaehmen't of 
Madras -1,-oops amder Major R. M‘Dowali, on 
H>''pnsmg.sonie Pindarrees, and n-ho permitted 
-he above cavalry in liis presence to claim and 
;any otf the whole of the enemy’s plunder, 
-ord Moira commended Major M'D.’s'forhear- 
noe, but lost no time in compelling the My- 
crc government to return ievery rupee of the 
‘■operty for the use of the army. 

Any man at all acquainted with the nature 
t: ,rtie, troops in India, will at once draw the 
‘Stinchon between the regular army and the 

•xiharyand irregular troops of our allies. The ' 
le performs its various duties on fixed and de 

I'mnied principles of discipline and subordi- 
■tiop; tho other ip its veiy nature professes 
d displays the very contrary qualities: the oiie 


character as the Mysore horse are in fact 
nothing more or less, on these occasions, than so 
many Loottces or Pimlarvces, every man his own 
master, and every man for himself as to what' 
he can take or get. Onr regular cavalry at Ma- 
hidpore had been recalled from tke pursuit, and, 
on grounds superior to ail privatp consideration, 
reserved for future call or emergency. The 
whole camp of a regular army is restored lo 
as perfect order and liarinony in an hour after an 
action as it was an hour heforc ; even on the 
held of battle on the ‘ilsl, when the British lino 
had ])assed tlic guns, and stood in readiness for 
a second assault, the above irregular cavalry 
were solely busy in pUnulcring and packing up 
on their horses the enemy’s tents and property. 
Whilst therefore such invaluable benefits from a 
regular army arc preserved to a state, and en¬ 
forced tlirough the exertions and at the general 
consent of the whole body, it is not to be su^i- 
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posed that government will be immiiulful of 
their justniul fair pretensions, or acquiesce fora 
moment in the position tliat the fruits of tiicir 
valour or achievements shouhl be transferred to 
a l)ody of men, who had as much to say to tlic 
action at Mahidporc.as their friends in Mysore 
had. At the same time, it would not be gene¬ 
rous to exclude altogctlier from some partici¬ 
pation those who may have been instrumental, 
through tlieir activity and bravery, in discom¬ 
fiting the enemy. There requires to be some 
rule laid down lev such eases where regular and 
irregular troops arc cmploycrl together; but that 
will be no easy plan to devise, so long as the 
latter body are maintuiiicd and employed under 
their present loose and dcfeclivc system. These 
bodies arc entertained by our allies for limited 
periods, or at will, and are severally paid ac¬ 
cording to the goodness of their horses, Uic cili- 
cicucy of the man himseU', and the completeness 
of his arms and cquipincnts. Some receive 
monthly 40 rupees, others 35, and 30. Each 
man provides forage, grain, Sic. for his hoj'.sc. 

































and must be ready at all times for service. 
These bodies generally bring up the rear of our 
armies, are useful in Conveying cx-presscs, fu'v- 
nisliing ba5:a\\guav<ls, escorting supplies, ;uul in 
short save the regular cavalry from imm!)t'iless 
detached ahd harvassing little duties; they al¬ 
ways pitch on the Hanks, or to the rear of the 
camp, and do not in any way fall within tlie 
rules or discipline of the army, such as mount¬ 
ing guard, piquets, courts martial, or otherwise, 
They frerpiently flank the army on the line of 
march, and during the march they never neg¬ 
lect seeming at pleasure whatever may be use¬ 
ful to themselves or horses; and they may be 
constantly obser\»cd on coming to the ground 
with bundles of straw, chooUnn, See. or bags of 
grain suspended by the saddle, for which they 
seldom or ever pay, and'whenever they do pay, 
it is by throwing the villagers a mere apology. 
Should they not meet with these articles on the 
march, they start from their encampment in tlic 
course of the day, by tens or so, and, as distance 
is nothing to them, they will move off 10 or 
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15 miles, and are sure to retiini loaded iu the 
evening- with the richest produce of the country. 
I myself was on one occasion an eye-witness 
to the rapacity of a party of the Mysore horse, 
close to Muiulessoor, when, being on ])ujuct 
about three miles off camp, my attention was 
called hy the cries of the inhabitants from the 
tops of the houses and walls of a village close at 
hand. I instantly proceeded with a few Sca- 
poys to the gate of tlic village, wliich liad been 
already broken open ; and on entering I found 
a body of the above horse dismounted inside the 
village, pulling tlown tlm hoviscs for the sake 
of fire-wood alone, which tlicy threw over the 
walls to their niouiitcd comrades outside; filling 
likewise their bags, chatties, &c. with grain and 
oil, and in short devoting the village to down¬ 
right plunder; iiiok of the inhabitants having 
fled and concealed themselves, they had already 
demolished ftvc or six small houses, and such 
was the alarm in the village, that the families 
had all collected in a small house on one of the 
turrets, i)Vobably expecting a Avorsc fate. I of 


hut it never went farther. In this manner 
tlicse bodies of irregular horse iiot through ihc 
countiy, whenever they arc removed from the 
observation of tiieir superiors. Nor is it pretended 
to eonhne this remark to the Mysore horse 
only: it will apply generally to all Asiatics 
in our service; who, were it not for the restraint 
and vigilance imposed upon them, would turn 
their hand precisely in the same way over their 
timid and weak counlryincn. Thus this pusill¬ 
animous people become the dupes and objects 
of every one who wishes to peck at them, Hying 
in despair, and abaudouiug, on the most trilling 
appearance, of danger, their families, houses, 
and their property ; and thusut the hour of trial, 
or of danger to our possessions in India, to what¬ 
ever perfection or attaelunent we may attain 
amongst the Natives, this dastardly and imbe¬ 
cile spirit wouhi but too well encourage and. in¬ 
vigorate the first advances of our enemy, who 




inighr, at the very sound of their luinic alone, 
linii ihcinselvcs already masters of- the ricdiest 
towns and provinces. Hence* we can hut at 
best ctniipare our dominions in the East to a 
^’as(; expanse ot’ waters, on which may he met 
detached and distinct bodies of opposition, l>nt 
lliese encountered or avoided, the easy and 
yielding- element will he alike open to all, and 
in its very uutui'c aUmc will for ever set. at dc- 
liance all human ingenuity or skill towards ren- 
dci'ing it either stable or permanent. 

Oi\ .our crossing the 'iaptee atul KuvbvuUla 
livers in achamcc, and gelling into our enemy’s 
country, we had idl supplies of hccf, mutton, 
and graiti of all kinds, much cheaper than in 
our own — even the cattle, tScc. consumed hy ns 
ill the (ieUl being seldom paid for, the wretched 
inlval)itants tleeiug, on the very report of our 
army, IVom their vil]agc.s; and the numeiou.s 
hordes of camp-rollowcrs with our armi(l:.s 
spreailing far and wide, over the c<uu\try, and 
(levaslating every held or village they came 
on. reifuirc a check upon this .system of 

K 


lliese cannot conic by their support • 

'riicsc rascals, arming themselves witli spears, 
old iniisquets, swords. See, form Into bodies of 
ten or twenty, and released from all vestriiint, 
dd:)li away from our camp from ten to twenty 
miles, and seizing horses, cows, goats, See. they 
drive them along the rear of the Hue of march 
until they have escaped all suspicion, when 
tiiev there send in their booty to the bazars ; 
and procuring the cattle themselves at so ■cheap 
a rale, they dispose of them at a corresponding* 
Teiluciion to our bazar-incn, who also of course 
fmd too near an interest in collusion to bring* 
the otVfudcrs to justice; and consequently 
thoac vagabonds continue with impunity in 
.lueh prachfcs, frc<iucntly adding ruuuier to 
ihein when they arc at all opposed; and when¬ 
ever ilie fruits of the country are not sufficiently 
inviting to tlicir hands, tlicy commonly recoil 
ui>on unr camp, and form tliemselves into so 
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iiiuny gangs of nightly robbers, lionet* the 
disgrace that fic(|ucntly follows our armies in 
passing' through the territories of our allies or 
enemies; and to the same cause we may attri¬ 
bute the scarcity and dearness ovw troops have 
coustautly experienced in provisions, from the 
consumption of the above idle and licentious 
rabble. Our military police should apply a bet¬ 
ter corrective, if not root out, this system attach¬ 
ing to our fichl armies. ICvcry man or woman 
without employ, and without some kiu<l ol’pass 
from the police or ilicir master, found in the 
CJimp, slionld be wliippcd out and turned hack. 
Tliis commenced on at; the lirst .starting of a 
force, could be easily continued and kept on : 
it would 1)0 some remedy, at all events, of 
an evil, the weight of wlricb we may at one 
day feel' in such desevi)>tion of people con¬ 
suming three times as much as our lighting 
iiumbovs. 1 am sure the number of followers 
accompanying oui" armies under bis Excellency 
Sir 'l\ II. and Sir .J. Malcolm at this juncture 
at Oiigein, fell little short of 200,000 people, 
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when our number of troops was not upwards of 
8000 altogether. The mass of followers, with' 
cattle, baggage, &c. cover the plains as far as the 
eye can reach; deniolishiug every field of peas 
and grain they come across. They are infinitely 
worse than swarms of locusts, for they cany 
' ofl'roots and all with them ; and after passing 
through a field of peas, you can descry for 
miles a moving field of peas, each of these 
creatures with a bundle on the head or the tur¬ 
ban, This of course more generally hai)pons 
in an enemy’s country; but an Indian army, 
in Its very nature at present, cannot pass through 

any'country without heavy and material injury 
being’ done to it. 

We had left the Mysore horse in the supposed 
possession of the regalia of Holkar’s court ■ and 
shall now proceed to the-subsequent operations 
of the army under Ins Excellency Sir T. Hislop. 
The whole of the sick and wounded of the 
many, as also the latter oi' the enemy, were 
t irown mto Mahidpore, where a field-hospital 
being established, and the 6th N. 1. placed there 














as a garrison, liis Excellency broke gromid 
with the army again, in a northerly direction, 
towards llie ChunihLd river. Sir J. Malcolm 
bad marched with a light cletaclunent on tltc 
20tl) December in pursuit oh the enemy, and 
had jiKst closed on their heels in the vicinity of 
Mun<lcssoor when he was recalled hy SirThonvas 
Hislop. On the army reaching the Chutnbul, 
wo fell in with Sir W. Kicr’s detachment from 
hoiubay, consisting* of the 4Ttli foot, I7th light 
dragoons, and two battalions of li. N. I. wiih 
so\ne artillery ; anti alter an interchange of 
civilities between ihe commandcr.s of the two 
armies, Sir VV, Kicr proceeded M’lth Ifis Ibrcc 
in a north-westerly direction; and the Madras 
army, a few marches afterwards, took np its 
ground at Mundcssoor. Negociatioiis were 
.sliortly aftcrwaicls entered into with the minis¬ 
ters of young’ Molkur; and it was at length 
agreed to, that we .should have our own Avay, 
and a day was according!}' a})poiuted for the 
reception of young Ilolkaf in his Excclleiicy's 
cainj), and for his being placed under the j)ro- 
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tcction of Major Agnew, Sir John Malcolm 

political assistant. The detachment of the Bei 

gal army under Gen. T. Drown was now als 

closing to the westward; and that otllccr, 

few da 3 ’s after our arrival at iMiindessoor, mad 

liimself master of the fbrtof Ranijxiora, after 

smart, but short resistance. The news of tl; 

victory at Mahidporc following so quickly tl 

late disconditure of the Peishwuh and the Uaja 

of ikrar, seemed now to paralyze all furtln 

effort or opposition witli the remaining Mai 

ratta powers(Scindcah and Ameer Khan) againi 

\ 

the British government. And tlicy themselvt 
being closely watclied by the several Bcngt 
divisions, and cut oH' from all coinmiinicatio 
with each other, or with the Southern Mai 
ratta states, now ussumed a tone of the utino^ 
humility and submission to the Karl Moln 
Anjcer Kl)aii consented to tim surrender of hi 
artillery (which, however, were far from boiiij 
in an ellicient state, as wc were obliged to sem 
out carts to bring them in); and Scindcah pro 
eeeded to the dismission of the rabble abou 
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him, cliicdy cousistinp; of loose and predatory 
troops. 

The Pindai'i'cos, by these ropeatal blows on 
their ni-istcrs and protectors, being now driven 
from their nests, took in small bodies to dif¬ 
ferent parts of the country; and finding every 
door and every hoj)C of relief sluit agaiirst them, 
they quickly fell an easy prey to onr surround¬ 
ing light detuehmeuts; or, reduced to the lowest 
plight, they abaudoued tlicir horses at\d arms, 
some tfddng to the jungles, and others seeking 
refuge in the villages, heartily sickened of their 
late oecupations. Amongst these bodies, Cbcc- 
too, a celebrated Piudarreo leader, having col¬ 
lected a small body of his gang, was resolved to 
push across the Narbudda, and try his fortune 
ill the South ; and luid with tliis view arrived 
within twenty miles of Hiiidiu, when Major 
Heath, eonunanding at that place, having re¬ 
ceived the information, he instantly dctaclted 
the company of the M. E. 11. with a wing of 
the 7th M. N. I. to surprise him, Citectoo lay 
encamped close,under a village, and our party 






















L-;aiic u[) to tlie spot uiuliscovercd al midniglit. 
'J’hc clctacliinciit then separated lor the attack, 
with tlie view of stiiroiniding tlie cnciiiy it 
possible ; but tbo <laikiicss of llic niglit, added 
IQ our ignorance ot the dinioultics that opposed 
this movement, from the nature ol the ground 
uiul tlie thickness of the jungle, defeated in a 
great measure the complete success ot this ser¬ 
vice. 'I'hc troops, however, moved on as well 
as they could; hut some of them tiring before 
the. others liad reached their gionnd, the enemy 
took the alarm, ami fled in all directions, leaving 
their whole camp ami property beliitul iliein ; 
ant! this scusonahle blow checked every future 
' attempt by that banditti at crossing the Nar- 
budda. 

Lord Moira, from the important cousc(jueuccs 
of the battle al Rfahulporc, and the successes 
attending onr armies south of the Navhudda, 
was now enabled to calculate ujiou a quicker 
termination to the campaign than he was at.Hrst 
led to apprehend ; and his Kxeellcucy vSirT. II. 
was authorized to rccross the NarbucUla witli 
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his army, and be thci c guided as matters should 
liiru up. 'rhe Ist. division accordingly l)rokc 
ground ahoul the end oi* January, and 

taking a route v/V Indore (llie capital of IIol- 
kai), we passed for some days in siiccessiou 
through plains of the richest and most bcauli- 
i*ul cultivation possible to he imagined. Merc 
wheat, peas, poppies, and grain, grow in sepa¬ 
rate fields in the greatest luxuriance, and over a 
slicet of eounli)', between Mmulcssoor ntnl In- 
ilore, of nearly one hundred miles, and scarce a 
hillock to he seen the whole way. Tlicrc was 
.scarcely a path-way even left I'or travellers; 
and wc were on several occasions compelled to 
inarch through cultivated fields, and not nn- 
(Vcftueutly to pilch onr encampment in the 
midst of them. The villages arc small in this 
part of the country, and the pojmlntion very 

* i.eaving Sir .r. MiiI<;t)Iin ihrro with u hrijjsnlo of liorsu 
ill li) lory, t)u! Srd I., (t, liic 1st hnUsilion 1 4ih N. I., aiirl the 
iiusKol-brigiuh;; aiul that uOiccr shoilly ufiurwords look uj) 
• liis ^r()uml at Mliow, not tar lV«»n liHlorc,aiid was employed 
)rom this ))criod in the sotilcmrnl of that couiury, and the 
c.siahli.shmenl of a com t for young Ilolknr. 






































sinnetl chiefly between the capitals of ()ii»'ciu 
and Indore. 

At both the.se capitals the tombs of tlic 
Scindeah and Holkar families arc the only oi>- 
jects well worthy of the attention of the visitor. 
The tombs of the Holkar fannly at Indore arc 
certainly grand and heautiful; situated on tlie 
bank of a clear and broad river, surrounded and 
interspersed with mango and other trees, their 
effect is pleasing and striking from the south side. 
Hut even these tombs arc now much neglected, 
and chiefly occupied by Jogccs, Fakeers, and 
impostors, who, on the presence of any person 
of rank or consc(|ucncc, and for a small dona¬ 
tion, will gratify the curiosity and passions of 
their visitors at the same time, by inviting* thi¬ 
ther bands of dancing girls from Indore, and 
thus prostituting those sacred abodes (jf the 
dead to the most sensual and depraved grati¬ 
fications. 

It seems apprehensions were entertained about 
this time of an intended insurrection at .Hydra- 
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bad, in tlu; general conlederacy against us. Nu¬ 
merous bodies ol'lioisc and foot had been pour¬ 
ing into tlic city for several days; but tiic timely 
and vigilant measures adopted l)y-Mr. Russel, 
the Resident, with an aiigmenlod and com- 
mumling force under Brig.-gcn. S, A. Floyer, 
stilled ami (Iefcate<l the attempts that were no 
doubt ripcMiing against us at that capital. 

' . '1 he army under SirT, Hislop left Indore on 
‘iiul I’ebrnary, llUd; and on its first march 
<!escended the Indore Ciluuit, a winding and 
lerrilic descent amongst hills to the low country 
on tlic Narhndda. At Mundossoor we had the 
thennometer, during the month of.Ianuary, fre- 
(jncntly as low as 34" and 36®, and commonly 
every morning and evening at 40® and.a little 
ufjwanis, whilst the range varietl from these 
degrees in the cour.se of the day from eleven 
a. in. to four p. m. to fiO®, and 9*2®-i}3'’; . but 
descending the ghaut, which must be some 
thousands of feel; above the low country, the 
transition from heat to cold was much more 
perceptible, and quicker, and attacked almost 
every man and animal in camp with violent 






























comitrv, the sun bcconiiiig |) 0 \ecriiil, and tlic 
giouiid covered with thick aiul hixuriaut grass 
and iK’ihag'c, these acted upon hy a vertical 
heal in their cft-'ccls quickly generated fevers, 
bowel oojnplaiiits, &c. amongst the men. 'hhe 
direction of ihc descent of the troops was en¬ 
trusted by Ills K.vccllcncy to Li cut.-col. Con¬ 
way. The length of tlm ghaiif was a))out eight 
miles to the bottom, the road narrow and dil- 
ficult, and almost impas.sal)le lor carriage of 
any description. We had not proceeded above 
halfway when we were attacked l)y luuncrous 
bodies of the Bhccls, or hill roljhei s, who infest 
• that mountainous and wild tract that runs im¬ 
mediately nortli of the Narbuclda, some hun¬ 
dred miles east and west of it. These robbers 
ai'c generally armed with bow.s and arrows, and 
.sometimes with matchlocks, and exact at all the 
dift'erent ghauts a certain toll from all bodies 
of merchants and others who pa.ss thc.se nar¬ 
row ways. But individuals proceeding alone, 






or even in small ]>aviies, are commonly robbed 
allo^’clhcr, and il’ they make the least opposition 
arc nmid(M'cd also. The Bhccis slicwed them* 

‘ selves iu considerable unmbers on the tops anti 
sides of- the hills as we dcscenticd, ami discharged 
a few inalchlocks and arrows at our line; some 
of them even ventured to come nearer down the 
hill; but a few of them being knocked over by our 
light infantry, and hoding that we were loo 
immcrons for lliein, they ictircd, and allowed us 
to pass uninolcstctl. These Hhccls in like man¬ 
lier occupy all the passes or ghauts along the 
'J'aptee river, in tlie Peekan, and along the ex¬ 
tensive range of the western ghuuts ol‘ India; 
and so trouldcsomc had they become of late to 
our emmnuiiications and tappals, or jiosts, that 
it was found expedient to pay tiiein an an¬ 
nual tribritc for a free and muuoleslerl \nissagc 
to our several runners and agents. Some of 
these bodies receive annually from us three or 
four thousand rupees, others two, and so on; 
and ever since tliis contraclL has been formed 
with these fellows, oui' messengers and. people 























have never sutt'ered the least iiiiidranct' or in 
jury. The Uhccls reside entirely amongst th 
hills, seldom visiting the low country, okccij 
for the purposes of procuring arms, clotli, 
'I'hey have their small villages in the retire 
and distant recesses of the mountains, and gciu 
rally cultivate sufiicient rice and sugar-cane t 
answer their own consumption. ()1‘ this eln^ 
of people there are ccrlaijily not less tha 
10,000 immediately north of llic Karbudd? 
and between that and the Deckan, in a lin 
from Dowlutahad to r.llichpooi'. The jirniy lia 
now reached the Navhiulda, and iins.sed at a for 
about 60 miles west of Hindiu; and tlicnc 
bending our cour.se .southward, we reached tli 
fort of Sendwuh on' the to]), and commandin 
a ghaut of tluit nuuic. This fort was cagreed t 
he suvrendeved to us by the late treaty wit 
Holkar; and the Killedar being duly sumnionec 
the garrison turned out with their arms, an 
the DritLsli union was hoisted on the ensuin 
day. The 2d battalion of the 14th N. I. wit 
a brigade of guns, was thrown into it as a ga. 
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rison; but tluit placo, completely surromuled 
witli jungle, proved in tbe course of six months 
u grave to nearly half that <lctacUmcut. His 
Excellency now descended with the remainder 
of tlu*. force the Scndwali Ghaut, and had made 
but the secoiul or thirtl march from that place 
when we were drawn iij) suddenly by the fort 
of Talnair, on the river Taptcc, on the SOtli of 
February. It was intended to have passed the 
Tapteeon that nmruing, and !o have encamped 
on the left bank of it, but the garrison of that 
place liaviiig fired upon some of our people who 
were going in advance, the line was of course 
halted; and a smart liring having ensued i)C» 
tween the piquets and tl)e enemy, the ground 
of cncam]')ment for the day was taken up to ti^e 
non-li-wcst of the fort, and at the distance of 
about a mile. Ilis Excellency Sir 'i\ llislop on 
the first report of the business had gone a-head, 
and is said to have sent a written message to 
the Killedar, intimating lliut unless he imme¬ 
diately opened the gates and surrendered the 
place, he would hang him : it does not seem to 


liilve been dearly ascertainetl wlictber ihi.s mes¬ 
sage ever got to the Killediir, or was even re¬ 
ceived or delivered into ihc Ibrt; I)ut threats of’ 
tliat kind arc tVcqnoiilly made, use of to indtice 
the enemy to snvvcnder, and to (rigUteu him 
into submission, without any real intention of 
canviun' them into execution. We laid beard 
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nothing of Taluair uluif wc came upon it, nor 
does it appear to have been expressly ceded to 
us in the treaty with llolUar; and in fact no 
person in the camp secuR-d to know any thing 
whatever of siich a place hcitig before us. Hos¬ 
tilities however having commcneeil, the fool, 
artillery, and some of the horse artillery guns 
with the howitzers, were brought up and placed 
on the juost a<lvantagcous sitvialion tor cannon¬ 
ading the gateway. The fort itself is situated 
upon one of tho.se abruj)t mounds of earth tliat 
liad- been formed from the main laud tluougli 
tlic overilowing of the Taptec, its own bed 
being unequal to its waters in the rainy seasons, 
the loose and rich mould giving way in masses, 
and presenting at these particular places prcci- 













pices of from 80 to 100 feet in height. The 
■west face of . the fort is washed by the Taptcc, 
and a deep nullali or ravine runs completely 
round the fort, thus rendering the place, inde¬ 
pendent of its masonry, a hold of considerable 
strength. 'J’lie inner fort itself is an irregiilar 
square; and, standing inside, the walls do not 
exceed 16 feet or so in height, whilst outside 
they arc carried down to the very bottom 
ot the face of the movind, which on the 
side nearest the Taptec is upwards of 70 Icet 
liigh. The fort slopes g-radiially towards the 
land side to the cast, where the principal en¬ 
trance is ; aiul between the square of the fort 
itself and the outer gate there arc four other 
gates, each of these being situated somewliat 
lower than its neighbour as you descend out¬ 
wards. There is a ford on each side of Talnair 
across the Taptec, both of them commanded 
by the fort; and the approach on the uorthcni 
side being cut oT by one of those rugged and 
deep nullahs, formed also by the waters of the 
river, renders the situation of Talnair capable 

























of great resistance. There arc, however, many 
good approaches to it, in the wintiings of the 
smaller cavities and laviiics, whence our niua- 
quetry during that day kept up an incllcctual 
fire at the enemy, who, screened Ijchind their 
battlements, and firing from loop-holes, caused 
a much smarter loss on our side, having wounded 
a great number of our men, with four ofiieeva, 
and killed two or three Scapoys. Our six- 
pounders were posted on a rising groniul nearly 
opposite the outer gate, at which they fired for 
the greater part of the day with scarce any ef¬ 
fect, the shots either passing through the gate, 
or burying themselves in the mud of the walls 
on its flanks. The enemy on their part conti¬ 
nued to serve their only gun on the south turret 
of the fort without doing us much injury; but 
the Arabs, with their matchlocks, had made 
some excellent shots, and towards mid-day 
amongst others had brought down a quuvtev- 
master serjeant of the H. A. not far from the 
place where Sirl.Hislop ,was standing. His 
Excellency was quite indignant atthis presump- 
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tion of a haiulfiil of men opposing liis army, 
and he became exceedingly angry when he saw 
the above serjeant killed; and turning round, 
he addressed his Persian interpreter Capt, Ik 
near him, and said, Now what does this fel¬ 
low deserve to he done with?” to wliich that 
oHiccr replied, “ He should be hanged, Sir.” 
The firing on both sides was now continued 
towards the close of tlie day. In tl)e mean time 
tlic flank companies of flic R. S. and M. E. R. 
had been ordered down in lltc early part of the 
(lay, uudor command of Major Gordon of the 
former corps, to .stand by as a storniingvparty. 
There was, liowcvcr, no opening or breach ef¬ 
fected, nor was tlicrc much hope of one being 
made with the six-pounders, as, independent of 
their unfitness for such purposes, there were not 
twenty more shot in the camp. Towards tire 
evening the enemy seemed to have reflected 
more seriou.sly upon their condition, and had 
accordingly at about five p. m. hoisted a white 
fiag from the fort for cowl, or a parley. 

This fligual was observed and attended to by 
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us; and some of tlie pionecis under its pvotei 
tion emerged from the ravines, and ])roccetic 
directly up* to the outward gate; ilic eiiciin 
even on this hasty approach, not ofiering iV 
least violence or firhig at tliem : and the pionce 
immediately set to work at opening- the gat 
but finding that strongly barred, they cirecte 
a small opening to its right, and introdneing 
few men, the gate itself was shortly after throw 
open to the whole body, the flag* of truce sti 
dying, and some of the Arabs sltcsving thcr 
selves on the walls. T!ie party uader i\faj( 
Gordon was now moved up, wo may sappo; 
witli a view of taking possession of the for 
and was halted outside the third gate. Tl 
head of the pioneers, with a number of icllet 
and people wlio had no business tlicrc, liad no 
reached the inner gate of all; the wicket of whic 
having been opened, the Killcdar with ten ^ 
eleven attendants came out, and delivered hii 
self a prisoner to one of the pioneer oiTiccrs, ai 
shortly after meeting with the Adj.-genen 
he spoke to him, saying, Whatever fault mr 
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have been committed, lam theguilty person, but 
let tlie garrison nndei-staiicl what terms they are 
to haveand he was thence conveyed to his Ex¬ 
cellency. lilajor Gordon with the head of his 
party, with die Hon. Licut.-col. Muiray, now 
moved on, and six or seven of them enteied the 
wicket, without the least opposition; a few 
Arabs standing in front of the gate, others on 
the wall, and iu other parts of the fort, moving 
about in a careless manner. Licut-col. M. and 
^lajor G. and Capt. M'Gregorof the R. S. being 
inside, a word of command from a stafl’ oih- 
cer of distinction, outside the gate, was given 
to disarm the Arabs; and the same expression 
being repeated once or twice in a vehement 
manner, the Hon. Col. M. held out his hand to 
an Arab, signifying that he demanded his arms; 
and which the Arab observing, lie drew oft', 
beckoning that he would not deliver up his 
matchlock : on this Lieut.-col. M. put his hand 
to the hilt of his sword, as if to alarm the Arab, 
when others of the R. S. behind forcibly seizing 
tlie matchlocks of some of the Arabs, these with 
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one voice exclaimed aloud in their own lan¬ 
guage *their honour and their faith,' and draw¬ 
ing their daggers, instantly set upon as many 
of tliose inside as they could get at, of whom 
five were killed; and Lieut.-col, M., dreadfully 
wounded, was just saved, having been dragged 
away from without the gateway. The head of 
the party outside now fell back in some confu¬ 
sion; hut the wicket still remaining open^ and, 
all opposition having ceased, they again ad¬ 
vanced, and entering the fort, commenced a 


general slaughter of every one tliey met with, 
only two out of about ICO people having es- 
caped. Amongst our killed were, Major Gor- 
don and Capt. M'Gregor of tl:e Royal Scots,- 

'I I Some of the 

Arabs, observing this attack, collectecl together 

fcble resistance, whilst a few in desn-iir 

tlirewtliemselvcs into the river, by which the 

" cre dashed to pieces Tlip= • 

„ , , , particulars beino- 
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was instantly put into execution, the unfortu¬ 
nate man having been dispatcUccl by a musquet 
out of luunanity by an ofiicer present; and his 
body was afterwards suspended from the bat¬ 
tlements of Tahiair, Wc have no doubt the 
above lamentable catastrophe occurred entirely 
through want of regularity and arrangement in 
conducting it, and in particular in neglecting 
to send sonic person a-hcad of the jjarty, who 
could have spoken to the Arabs, and brought 
matters to a clear understanding. No Arab 
will allow himself, or has ever stooped to the 
iiulignlty and disgrace of having his arms 
wrested by ibrcc iVoin him : he will ground his 
arms of his own accord, according to the cus¬ 
tom of war; but he will rather siilicr death than 
permit Ibrcc to be used in depriving him of 
them. Neither the Mon. Licut.-col. M. nor 
Major G. ivas capable of sjicalting a word to 
them: the Connnandcr-in-chicf had liis esta¬ 
blished interpreters by himself; there were also 
many of the Company’s ollicevs ^Yho might have 
been employed, and would have thus prevented 
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one of the most needless, butclici iiig, aiul di; 

graceful scenes tlxat has over occiiri’cd in Imlifi 

Nor can the fate that awaited, and was alter 
wards in cool blood dealt out to the lud’oiUuuit 
Killedar redound a whit move to our justice c 
our humanity. The natives ot India luive the 
prejudices in wav its \vell as in every thing else 
they Itavc certain forms and ideas of honour i 
(Iclending a place an<l in giving it up, nor \vi 
they recede from them until scrupulously ol 
served. They, for instance, look upon it as 
disgrace to give up a place wdthout some kin 
of defence, and they generally (he a gun or s 
before they will surrender, and sometimes 
gun without a shot, even where, they posscssc 
the means of a stout opposition. The garriso 
of Tahiair composed chiefly of Arabs, percel' 
iirg on our arrival that we had no large gvnis 1 
breach their walls, grew bold in their scenrit 
and-defence until evening, when, possibly ca 
dilating upon an escalade by night, they pn 
posed fair terms of surrender, and hoisted a fla 
of truce; this was virtually accepted by us, an 
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acting under its cover we jiroceeded with rash¬ 
ness, and without any plan, to seize on the garri¬ 
son, who, inspired witli a natural and becoming 
resolution, would not stoop to dishonour, and 
ill resisting the attempts had thus involved 
themselves and their families in a merciless de¬ 
struction. Their leader for nearly the same 
reasons defended his post for his master, and 
Avhen he had surrendered himself to our faith, 
is handed over to the executioner, and in cool 
form dispatched. The general impression 
through the British camp was, that wc had 
acted trcaclicrously on tliis occasion; but tlic 
execution of the Killcdar, a Bramin and nearly 
related to sonic of* the fust families in the coun¬ 
try, and his having been exposed naked from 
the walls, braiuleci our name witli an idea of 
barbarity and injustice, that in that quarter of 
India will not be easily effaced or forgotten. 
vSir T, Ilisioji supposed, or more probably was 
led to think so by some of tliosc about him, that 
the garrison acted treacherously upon the liead 
ofourjiarty, in first admitting them through 
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the wicket, and then setting upon them; but, 
however Sir T. Hislops well-known humanity 
niKl moderation may acquit liim (and we have 
good reason to know, tlmt he was not the most 

morally culpable in that transaction) of an tin 
ton or premeditated shedding of blood, ■still, in 

the affair of 'lalnair, his name as the cliief 
commander must remain attached to it, and 
surely not under the most flattering colours. 

The army left Talnair a few days after hav¬ 
ing thrown into it a detachment of the lOth 
light infantry. We shall now turn our eyes 
to the South. Badjec How's army, on its first 
.starting from the vicinity of Poonah, took its 
route by Gungtovry, and thence in an easterly 
direction touard.s the river Wurdah, not far 
from Kagporc, with a view of co-operating 
with tlie still disaffected troops of the Rajah of 
Berar; whilst the armies under Brigadier-gen. 
Doveton and Smith pursued him by different 
tracks and directions, but without ever coming 
upon liini; and the Peishwah, finding that mat¬ 
ters were not favourable to him at Nagpore, 
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struck South towards the Godavery river, and 
betaking his steps to his own country again, he 
shortly after, in I'cbriuiry 1S18, gave Brig.- 
geii. Smith an opportunity' of a bnisli with his 
cavalry near the village of Ashtce. On the 
first appearance of the enemy under Gocklah, 
our cavalry, consisting of two squadrons of 
H. M. 22d dragoons, the 2d and 7th M. N. C. 
formed up in open column of. lialf squadrons; 
the7di iu front, the dragoons in the centre, and 
the 2d Native cavalry in the rear; and moved 
on towards the enemy, who, ))reparcd in a solid 
mass, were seen advancing on our left flank, 
and seemingly with an intention of charging 
the centre; but on nearer approach perceiv¬ 
ing the centre to be occupied by tlic Euro¬ 
peans, they quickly brought their right shoul¬ 
ders forward, and dealt a most furious blow 
with their whole weight on the 7 th cavalry, 
who were broken and put into some confusion 
by it. The 22d tlragoons, however, in their turn 
charged to the off flank in support of that 
corps, and penetrating tl)e centre and rear of 


156 


the enemy, soon checker! their impetuosity : the 
2(1 eavalrv at the same time advancing, and 
in good ortlcr, to the support of both, the 
ciiciii}' were driven back, and soon took to 
fli"l)t in every direction. Our cavalry followed 
up the pursuit, and suddenly coming upon a deep 
mdlali crowrlcd with elephants, &c, they got 
possession of the whole of the Satara family 
ilicsc arc legitimate sovereigns of the Mahvatta 
empire. In this affair GockUhfoU with several 
of his tnen.* General Smith t Jtfter this rc- 

* I.iil of casualties iti the cavalry.hrigade in tlie aflair with 
the enemy, commanded by Brigadier'gcneral Smith, C. B. 
—Camp Gopall, Asliiec, ‘JOth I'cbruacy, 1818. 

His Majesty's'i2d dragoons:—killcil, 3 rcgimcntol horses : 
wounded, I licuienant, I trumpeter, 13 priv-nies, total 15 ; 
1 oHicer's Initsf, 13 regimental horses: missing, 1 oflicer’s 
horse, 7 regimental hor>c>. 

2d Light Caralry:—killed,Crcgimcntal Ijorses: woumJed, 

1 trumpeter, 1 private, total 2 ; 4regimental horses: mis* 
sing, 7 rcginientiil horses. 

7th Light Cavalry :~killed, I private; total 1 ; wounded, 

2 private.^, total 2; 5 regimental h<irse.s: missing, 7 regi* 
mctital horses. 

OlIIctT wiiimded, Lieut. Warand, 22d (iragoons, slightly, 
t lirigadier-gencral Smith, during hU pursivt of Budjee 
Bow, formed one of the Bombay K. Corps into a Light Corps, 
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sumcd the pursuit of the Peishwah, ^^'ho again 
struck off lo the nortli-east; and Priy-.-n-en. D. 
\\:as in the mean time invited off liis track to 
meet his Excellency Sir Thomas Hislop on liis 
arrival at the Godavery, His Excellency's force 
bad now reached Parola, a little to the south of 
tlie 'Japtee, when an express from Viziapour 
announced that Badjee Rows army was in that 
neighbourhood. The army accordingly stepped 
out, and marched on that day twenty-seven 
miles, and in the three succeeding days fifty- 
two, when coming to the bottom of the Casa- 
bary Ghaut, we there learned that Badjee Row 
had left the vicinity of Viziapour about three 
weeks before. The army now ascended the 
ghaut, and marching nearly south on the Goda¬ 
very, we reached PuUuinba on tliai river on the 
15th of March, where his E.xcellency intimated 
his intention of retiring; and Gen. D.'s force 

and mountiu" them on tattoes, or small horses, ilius managed- 
lo Ueep always at hand with the cavalry a body of infaniry, 
in event of overtaking the enemy- This system niigfit in 
India be much improved upon, particularly in desultory 
kinds of warfare, such as with the Pindarrees, &c. 
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having arrived at tlie same place :i day aAcr, 
Sir Thomas Hislop detached that olliccr again 
with a smart detachment in pursuit of liadjcc 
Row, placing at the same time a force uiuler 
Licut.“Col, A. M‘Po\vell for the veduetioi\ of 
the Peish wall’s posts in Gimgtorry and Khan- 
deish. This detachment consisted of two weak 
companies of the Royal Scots; tlircc ditto of 
the M. E. R.: a battalion of 2(1 N, I. and 13th 
N. I.; with a battering train of two 13 and 
two 12-pouiuIcrs, and a few niortiirs howitzers, 
with sonic engineer odiccr.s, and a dcCacUmcut 
of pioneers. This force was shortly after rein¬ 
forced by a body of about three hundred of the 
Toonah irregular horse; and moving on Dow- 
lutabad, we remained close to it a few days for 
further instructions from his Excellency Sir T. 
Hislop, who had gone a-hcad on a visit to the 
caves of Ellora. During our stay at Scrisgaun 
we had likewise an opportunity of being gra¬ 
tified by a sight of these wonderful excavations. 
On approaching these eaves from the westward, 
and when- you arrive near the bottom of tlie 
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range of hills in which they are formed, the 
entrances of tlicse caves have much the appear¬ 
ance of so many gloomy prison windows or cells 
along the l)Qttom of the hill. The approach 
on the N. W. side is over broken and tedious 
ground, intersected by a number of ravines and 
nullahs, through which it is necessary for the 
visitor to have a conductor. At a small and 
beautiful pagoda Jiot far from the caves, and on 
the bank of a deep nullah, built of red granite, 
and in my opinion, in point of art and design, 
far excelling the best of the caves, the visitor 
may always find people willing to conduct him 
to the caves for a small present. Out of about 
twenty caves, there arc lour or five only worth 
looking at; having seen these, you in fact see 
them all, none of the others offering any greater 
variety of sculpture or of figures. The first, 
and wc believe the largest, cave, or rather hall, 
cut from the base of the mountain, is about 170 
yards in length, 17 broad, and about 26 feet in 
height, with a row of 16 pillars left from the 
rock, running from one end to the other. In 
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front of this hull there is u small and heautiful 
pagoda, cut in'like UKiiincr from tlic solid rock ; 
its portico, vestibule, and difTcrent doins being 
all from one piece, ami supported by eloplinnis, 
tigers, &c. cut also from the rock. Many of 
tliesc figures, and the exterior work of ilic 
pagoda, display a most exquisite and finished 
use of the chissel; nor is admiration less on 
visiting the interior of the liall and pagoda, 
which in their various figures and sculpture, 
particularly in the former (allhoiigh on minute 
examination somewhat obscene), in like manner 
poiutray a rare excellence in that art. But 
notwitlistaiuliug the supernutvu'al agency at¬ 
tached to these eaves, we think we can trace 
their execution to more plain and simple causes. 
The first of these works must have commenced 
from the upper surface of the hid. You may 
fancy to youvsclf three sides of a square being 
marked on the side of a hill; and the upper line 
of course being the deepest in substance to the 
bottom of the hill, was probably commenced on 
in the first instance. The work in this manner 
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ciitevc<l \ipou, lUeve was nothing but pcvscA'cv- 
ance and common labour rccjuired in clearing 
awa}' and icinoving as fast as possible the 
broken stones and rubbish, until reaching au 
assuincfi point for the very summit oF the j)a- 
goda, the workmen ])vocccdcd, shaping accor- 
dingly the dome and onuiinents at their leisure, 
aiul thus gradually clearing and working down 
to the very bottom of the pagoda'; in the mean 
time keeping the perpendicular line of the three 
sides as .straight as possible, so as to form a con¬ 
venient area, or square, round the pagoda, which 
lies ill its centre. The external part of the 
pagoda being now finished, the artist of course 
set to, and formed from the mass of the solid 
body the entrance, portico, and interior; and 
these all finished, they next set to the rear side 
of the square, or the side nearest the centre of 
the hill, and commencing at the proposed heiglit, 
they endeavoured first to remove one shelf of 
the stratum of which these hills are formed, and 
then working lower down, and leaving the rock 
untouched for the line of pillars, in this inan^ 
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nci'j by imlcf'atigablc labour and ])crsevcran( 
they must have accomplished its pcrfcctio 
The whole of the hills vunuing from Dowlul 
had, as well as those to the north of it, and 
the neighbourhood of Mulcapore, are form 
of a stratum of the above kind, vviiming in 
straight line for miles along the bills, and soi 
from three to six feet in thickness and Ic 
and separated from its neighbour by a thin la) 
of a loose and brittle stone; so that to wovP 
cave in the sides of any of these hills, the wo 
is already half done, and it only remains for t 
workmen to penetrate the surface, find cut t 
sides and back, the layer or stratum itsi 
above ami l)clow, to any length and depth t 
artist may choose, being easily removed. Ne 
to the above cave the Carpenter’s Hall, as it 
called, 'is worth visiting, from its roof alon 
the ball itself being scooped out of the so! 
rock, and the ceiling of it precisely resembiii 
the inverted hull, of a small vessel, the keel a 
ribs being cut to the most exact distance a 
nicety to it 
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Lioutcnant-coloiicl McDowell had now le- 
ceived his final instructions from the Coin- 
iniuulor-in'Chicd ; and Capt. Briggs, one of 
the Hon. i\lr. Hlphinstonc*s assistants, having 
joined the dctaclnncnb as Civil Commissioner 
'for the settlement ol’the countries that might 
be reduced, the dctaclimcnt ((uitted Serisgaun, 
and after a few marches took up its ground 
before the fort of Unkic-Tunkic on the 5tli 
April, 1018. Ncgociations had been opened 
on the preceding day witii the Killcdaf of tliat 
fort, whose master, a Rajah in tlic vicinity, had 
been summoned a short time before to attend 
on Oadjee Row in his flight, and who now, 
finding that matters were going against the 
Pcishwah, had sent orders to the Killedav to 
dcfivcr up tile place to the British government, 
as the only hope of retaining his country. On 
arriving therefore at Unkic, and matters not 
being fully settled, Col. M‘Dowell ordered a 
couple of six-pounders to the gate of the Pettah 
Gate, which was instantly opened, and the sur¬ 
render elfcctcd; and a party from the detaeh- 
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nieiit ascending die lofty and bcautiiul battle¬ 
ments of Unkie, the British flag was thus easily 
hoisted on the very sunmiit. The whole of 
the guns on the top had been loadedj and the 
matches lighted; nor was it without the greatest 
(litliculty, and a hamlsonie giatLiit 3 ’j that the 
Killedar prevailed upon tlic garrison to retire, 
without giving our camp the Irenefit of a volley. 
The garrison amounted to about 300 men, with 
about 40 guns of different descriptions ; and on 
examining the works, the welUfuniisliwl ma¬ 
gazines and stoves of that beautiful and strong 
fortress, we had every leasou to he gratified at 
its easy and bloodless conquest. Tlie shape of 
the lull is nearly square, being a solid rock 
rising from another hill, whose sides gradually 
decline towards the low country and the Pettah. 
Tlic rock itself is scarped on its four sides to a 
perpendicular fall of from 150 to 200 feet and 
upwards, thus presenting on its four quartcr.s an 
inaccessible ami bluff rock, and so smooth in 
some parts, that you would take it to be a work 
of art. Tlic upper circumference of the hill is 
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us ncurly as possible an English mile, and per¬ 
fectly flat, with the exception of the eastern 
quarter, whence rises another small hill ofabout 
150 feet above its own base ; the summit of this 
little colic, whieh is eallctl Tuukic, being 
exactly 000 feet above the level of the low 
country. The ascent to Uiikie is vciy diOi- 
cult, being guarded on the right by a chain 
of works which unites another hill to'the east 
of it, called Palca, with Unkie itself; and the 
ascent to the latter place being directly under 
fire of several pieces of cannon, and oVer a steep 
and craggy' way, about a mile from the Pettah 
to its lower gate, would render an approach in 
this quarter as desperate as difficult. The lower 
gateway is exceedingly well l)nilt, and with its 
curtains, towers, &c. presents an independent 
work of itself by no means contemptible. Pass* 
ing this gateway, the farther ascent is through 
a luimber of dillicult ami intricate windings, 
and by fliglits of steps cut oivt of the solid rock, 
and affording but a- low and small j)arnpet to 
the left iiand' us you ascend,'to protect you 
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tVoin the giddy am] rlangcrous piccipicc 1 
iicath. Coming at length to the last fliglit 
steps, the cutrauce is protected by a stro 
gateway and works; ])assing tiirough whi 
you mount by narrow and winding stairs s 
more shallow, and to . the edge of the rot 
and protected by similar gate and works on 
top; so that half a dozen men, standing on t 
top of this latter gateway, would be able, w 
stones alone, to kce)) back any body, howev 
numerous; and this being the only way to t 
top, so long as it should be protected, would i 
all further effort of approach at defiance. T 
latter fliglit of steps is just broad enough 
admit a single man at a time, being in luii 
her between GOan<l 70: witli a large quantity 
dry wood on both the gates, to fire' the gat 
ways if necessary. This measure, if had i 
course to, would in a few minutes bury bo 
gateways and the passage in a heap of nii 
and fire, and stop all possible access a st( 
higher. On reaching,,the summit of the .hi 
the eye is extremely gratified by the extensi' 



















view of the Khaiulcisliancl Gungtorry countries; 
nor is the gratification less in visiting the nu¬ 
merous and diftevent maga//incs, granaries, and 
armouries, &c. all hewn from the rock, and in 
their depth and various recesses setting defiance 
to the ordinary effects of bombardment, or any 
other practice in the use of war. Some of these 
cells are from 20 to 50 feet under the sui'facc of 
the rock; and the approach to them is by par- 
row and winding flights of steps, with wells of 
the purest spring-water from the rock at the 
different turnings and chambers. Tliere are 
likewise on the surface of the rock two large 
tankvS or ponds of water, cut from the rock; 
and at the western extremity the remains of an 
extensive and beautiful palace. The guns are 
disposed in different parts and angles on the 
hill, with two or three extensive batteries cut 
also from the rock to thtJ cast face half way 
down tlie scarp, and commapding the approach 
and entrance to the gateway. Here, as also 
at the base of Palca facing the Pettah (which is 
embraced in the angle of the two hills, Unkie 
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aiul Palca),’may be seen the same use of tl 
chissci aiul art as before ilescviberl at Ellor: 
and the whole of the forts in Guiigtorvy ui 
Khandcish bear with little variety the mai‘ 
and traces of that persevering and woiulcrl 
class of artificers. Unkie-Tunkie is coiisidcralj 
tlic strongest and best-furnished hill fort in tl: 
quarter, or pcrliaps in India; and the curiosi 
of the visitor may be satisfied to its lull by 
few days’ minute examination and attention 
every part of it. The detachment got abc 
12,000 rupees in cash, and realized about 20,0 
more from ))vize sale; but all this, with the otl 
handsome prize property subsequently taken, 
this detachment, wciit to the general .fund 
the army. 

The force now \)j'ocecdecl in three marcl 
to Chandorc; and two days aftci-, passing thcr 
over a difiicult ghaut, they took up their grou 
on tile 0th April, opposite the hill-fort of P 
dcir, distant about 10 miles fiom Chando 
to the N. W. behind a range of hills. '1 
civil commissioner had gone a>head the p 
ceding day, and summoned the place to s 




lender; but tlic dncniy refused to pay any 
attention to him, and fired a few matcldocks at 
tlic part}'. Lieut.-col. M'DowcII took up his 
ground at about two miles distance from the 
fort; and Lieut. Davies, the engineer, proceeded 
to reconnoitre. Rajdcir stands upon the back 
of a chain of small hills, rising from their rear 
about 400 feet above their tops : its sliapc 
somewhat resembles a lion crouching, and its 
sides are scarped in the same manner as those of 
Unkie-Tunkie, with but one entrance to the 
N. 1C. front. The base of Rajdcir runs to tlic 
N, W. in a projecting neck of land, which is 
naturally strong, and fortified by a wall of dry 
stones, and a well-built gateway to the east¬ 
ward of it. The next step is to the second hill, 
and further down a third; these three jioints 
thus presenting a chain of posts capable of 
great defence, and being in fact so many out¬ 
posts to Rajdcir itself In the valley between 
these posts and Uajdeir lies the Rettah, with 
Indric, another hill-fort overhanging it to tlic 
right,' and the ‘left of all being cut off from 
the western hills by a deep ravine, with a 
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Jihcel village at the lowc^ angle of it. T 
enemy iu the covtrse oF the ilay shewed tUci 
selves in great numbers on the tops of t 
range of hills, and on the principal out-pos 
and some of them descending tlie hills dro 
back our followers and people from coIlc< 
ing grass, &c, Lieut, Davies had now fix 
upon the plan of attack; which was, to g 
possession of the upper out-post in the first i 
stance, and then to be guided as circumstanc 
might turn up; and the following moriii; 
being fixed upon for the attack, a party of f 
Europeans of 11. S. and M. E. R. witli 300 S( 
poys under the command of Major Andrews 
M. E. R. ascended the heights at about tin 
o’clock a. m,; gained the first and second hi 
unperceived by day-break, the enemy havii 
drawn off from these points during the nig] 
and took shelter on the off side of the scco: 
hill from the fire of Rajdeir, and the rcmainii 
principal out-post. Our guns in the mean tii 
having been placed in battery at tlic foot of t 
hill opposite tile Bhcel village, opened a f( 
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guns and howitzers at break of da}' on the out- 
])Ost, which it was our object to carry, but with¬ 
out mucli efl'cct, from its great elevation and 
distance, being upwards of 700 feet above the 
plain, and retiring itself back considerably 
amongst the hills. Some sliclls did ncvcrtliclcss 
handsome execution; and it was decided by 
ldeut.-col. M'Dpwell, thattbe wholcpartysliould 
start from their cover at nine o’elock(10th April), 
and proceed to the attack at a signal of three 
salvoes from the battery. Preparations having 
been accordingly made, and the parties told oH' 
for their several destinations, at the signal given, 
the troops as above under Major A., with Jiln- 
sign Nattes of the engineers, moved on in the 
most regular and gallant stylo, and ascending 
the hill, which was exceedingly difficult of foot¬ 
ing and steep, and little short of a mile, under 
a furious dischai'ge of guns, Glugall's rockets, 
&c. from the upper forts, and a few volleys of 
ihatchlocks from the lower work, they carried 
the latter without the necessity of escalade, the 
enemy abandoning it, and retreating Qu Rnjdeir, 
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In this affair wc had but one oOiccr and a lew 
men wounded, and none killed. 7 he enemy, 
still.secure in their main hold, now endeavoured 
to render our new post as disagreeable as pos¬ 
sible, by a constant and thick fire from a couple 
of guns, and hundreds of matchlocks, during the 
remainder of the day. Lieut. Davies immedi¬ 
ately set to work witli his men, in the face of 
the whole of this fire, and marked out his line 
for further operations: in this his eflbrts were 
well supported by the 3ap))crs and miners nrul 
pioneers, who run out their gabions, and plied 
with the most praiseworthy zeal to effect his 
wishes; the enemy firing repeated volleys upon 
them, Towar<ls the evening, the enemy per¬ 
ceiving a new work nearly constructed, and 
judging from our zeal and intrepidity alone ol‘ 
our determination to carry the place, hoisted 
a flag of truce towards sunset, and entered 
into terms for its surrender. On the flag being 
first hoisted, a Native olliccr was scut by Major 
Andrews to ascertain what they desired; and on 
his reaching the bottom of the rock, they hailed 
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liini as loud as they could ; amongst other ciucs- 
tions, asking him what was the object of the 
work we were constructing (the appearance of 
the gabions and sand-bags being quite new to 
them): the Native officer replied with a good 
deal of readiness, that we were working a large 
hole behind it, and tliat wc should be under the 
rock itself in tlie course of the night, and blow 
them all to the d'——I. These simple people 
actually believed it, although our trenches were 
upwards of 300 yards from them, and on the 
surface of a hard and solid rock ; and they 
begged the Native officer logo back and do the 
best he could for tlicm. Shortly after, two 
Jemidars came <lown and treatc<l with A/ajor A. 
for the surrender in two hours; the garrison to 
be permitted to retire with their private property 
and arms. But these could scarcely have re¬ 
turned, when a sudden explosion took place on 
the hill, and in a short time extended in a ge¬ 
neral conflagration to the whole of the buildings 
on it. The night was calm, the moon very 
l)right, and the size and grandeur of'the rock, 
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' wiLli the stillness of every thing below, aiul 1 
furious blaze, and shrieks and yells of the peo): 
on the hill, gave to the whole scene a picture 
the most extravagant romance. It seems, so 
hiisunderstanding had taken ])lacc between ’ 
Kiltcdar and the head Jeniidar \vitli regard 
tlic payment of arrears; but whctlier the lat 
meditated miscliief by the cx)>losion, or 
former set fire to the magazine himself, in or 
to hurry the garrison out of the place, and t' 
save what he cov\ld, is uncertain; the grer 
probability is, however, that the fire was at 
dental, and caused by some of the garri 
going in quest of money or ])vopcrty at this i 
ment of disorder, ami thus falling suddc 
upon some loose ])owcler, it exploded in 
above manner. The wretched families, hor 
cows, &c. now came crowding down hcadh 
the narrow passage; and some on fire, otl 
(lead, presented altogether a scene of misery ; 
suifering the most distressing. Many of 
garrison had descended and got off Ijy a Ill 
track dn the off side of the hill ; but tlic grcj 























175 


part came down by the regular gateway, endea¬ 
vouring to save their fainllies, and many of them 
in vain scarcliing and calling out for those that 
were no more. A few companies of Seapoys 
had been moved to the gateway for the purpose 
of taking possession of the fort when it might 
be vacated by the enemy. The officer who 
made the terms with the garrison, was actuat(?cl 
ns well by feelings and principles of humanity 
ns those of duty. Tlic surrender of such a place 
on the terms granted to the garrison was most 
advantageous to us, and exceeded the expecta¬ 
tions of the most sanguine; but what will be the 
astonishment of those who hear it, that the eva¬ 
cuation of Rajdcir, and the mercy shewn to the 
miserable enemy amidst the flames, was actually 
reported to Madras, and circulated to the reproach 
of tlic officer so Inimancly performing his duty, 
for having allowed so excellent an opportunity 
of distinguishing* himself to have passed blood¬ 
less through his fingers? but, thank God! the 
spirit and general practice of the British govern¬ 
ment is far above tiic profession or encourage- 
























mcnt orsncli crimes, wliicli can only bcrcsort( 

to, or perpetrated, tlirougli the rapacity or ins 

lenccof tliose unused,to conquer or to gover 

The public approval of the afiair at Tnlnair I 

Afarquis Hastings, .wliich had now been pr 

n'lulgatedthrougli tlic Madras army, filled certa 

gentlemen with a glee and exultation of spir: 

iiliknown to them in tlic ordinary gladness 

the heart, and gave, we ai’c sorry to say, 

public stamp and sanction for similar oiitrag 

on like occasions; but we must suppose tl: 

the Marquis himself judged merely on the a 

stract report of that lamcntaldc business, a: 

*> 

on llie grounds of the perfidy and treachery { 
tached to tile Arabs. 

Amongst the ruins of the buildings of II 
deir we collected about 50,000 rupees; and t 
detachment leaving there a small party, i 
turned to Chandove, and thence proceeded J 
die reduction of Trimbuck beyond Nasuc 
The country from Chandore to Nasuck ecju: 
perhaps any like space of country in India, 
beauty and fertility, being a rich, fiat, w 
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watered, and interspersed the whole waj' about 
HO miles with gentle rising grounds, populous 
vilhigos, and the most extensive topes of mango 
tieos. Wo passed throiigli Uii.s country in 
nuuches of from 14 to 16 miles daily, and ar¬ 
rived at Nassuek on the 19th of April. Licut.- 
eol. M'Dowcll, ignorant of the strength of the 
town,'or the disposition of the inhahitants, took 
up hiiTgroundof encampment at a civil distance 
fVoin it; but it was afterwards ascertained that 
the whole of the armed part of the population 
had retired a few days before to Tjimbiick, ami 
that those who rcniaiiied were to all appearance 
friendiy disposed to us. It was here ascertained 
hy the Prize Committee, that considerable trea- 
sur'e in jewels, the property of Badjee Row, was 
concealed in Nassuek. Tlie President iliercfore 
sought permission from Capt. B. to search 
such parts of the palaces, or the town, as might 
be likely to contain valuables. But the Com¬ 
missioner refused compliance with the request, 
on the grounds of the town being unfortiYied, 
and the place having quietly .surrendered to us. 
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The detachment halted a few days at Nassuck; 
and moving towards Tniiihnck, took n}> its 
^'■vound in front of that tvciucndous and won- 

o 

dei'ful hill-fort, on theiJOdot April. Iriinbuck, 
like all the other forts in Gungtorry, is in its 
high and inaccessible scarp, impregnable to any 
army or artillery, however numerous or well 
served. It lies about 20 miles west ot Nassuck, 
and distant about flO miles nearly in a direct 
line from Damaou on the Western Coast. , It is 
ten miles round its base, and about four round 
its upper surface. Its entrance to the south-west 
side is by a large and well-built* gateway, with 
recesses one within the other for the distance 
of about 000 yards, and inclining in its ])riii- 
eipal and last gateway to a nook or angle, 
formed of two projecting precipices of the hill, 
conjplctely securing this gateway iVom any 
effect of artillery, and from tlie tops and bat¬ 
tlements of the gateway all approach to it 
would be rendered impossible and hoiieless. 
Lieut. Davies, having reconnoitred that side, 
was resolved to conuneucc his operations on the 
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ofi-siclc, or north-cast, the ground of which was 
more favourable for tlieconstructinu of our bat¬ 
teries, but the only access to which was by 
narrow and winding stairs cut Iroin tlw rock., 
and liarcly sudicicnl for one man to ascend at 
a time. 'Ihis j>as5ago may be best com])ared to 
three sides of a chimney with nearly 200 steps, 
oaeh furnished with a groove or nich by which 
to liold on as you ascend; and by the time tlie 
^visitor gets half-way up, it would be at tlie 
hazard of his life for him to look back, so ap- 
jialliiig and frightful is the steep giddy preci¬ 
pice beneath of from 0 to 700 feet. The pas¬ 
sage is cut into the rock from four to six,feet 
dee]}, thus affording support on each side, with 
grooves also on the side by which to sustain 
yourself; but the flight of stairs in some places 
is so straight and dangerous, that for fear of gid¬ 
diness and the apprclicnsion ofslipjiing' no person 
would from common curiosity only attempt it. 
The top of this passage is surmounted -by a 
building, the ascent through which is by 
winding stairs cut through the body of the 
N 2 
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rock 10 ilepth of not less than 20 feet, and 
about 0 feet in witUli, protected at Us mouth 
by a double gateway, from which the fuvthcr 
ascent is through a liatchway. riiese wimling 
Stairs arc covered over by the above building, 
the bciuus of which cross the stairs overhead, 
and which, if knocked down, would only add 
strength to the place, by its ruins tumbling in, 
and burying the passage, gateway, and all 
in its destruction. Wc made this mistake, 
as the building in fjucstion presented a very 
imposing appearance, having in front and over 
the jiassagc a large window, which we tooh 
for the principal door or entrance; and our 
guns lioiug placed in battery, on the second 
day after uuv arrival, a little in front of the 
village of Tvimbuck, we accordingly battered 
at that building for a whole^day, doing, as 
we thought, vast execution; but on getting 
[lossession of tlic place, we were soon un¬ 
deceived, and observed that every shot that 
hit it was only calculated to obstruct the pas-^ 
sage, and consequently to defeat' our object. 
On taking up our ground the first morning, 
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the enemy vcruscci to attend to the summons 
of the Commissioner, and returned an abusive 
answer. 'I'hcy sliorfcly after opened a few 
guns, compelling the Engineers to fall baeje, 
killing throe Scapoys, and wounding some 
otlicrs. That evening the village of Trim- 
];nck (which is commanded by tlic liill) was 
taken quiet possession of; and the same night 
two heavy pieces of ordnance, with a few 
howitzers, being placed in battery, we opened 
on the J)ili early the following morning, and 
kept it up during the whole day, hut, as above 
described, with little cil'cet. yV party of Sca¬ 
poys, with two six-pounders,'had l)ccn sent in 
t!ic mean time to the oll-side of the bill, to ovo- 
look the gateway, and to amuse tlic enemy in 
that quarter. 

Towards mid-day on the third day ofoiirope- 
rations, tlic enemy’s fire Inul eea.sed «'iltogethcr, 
and not a man of them was to be seen for honrs 
together on the hill, or along the works. This 
general silence, and' the disappearance of the 
enemy for the time, seemed to justify a sup¬ 
position that they were withdrawing, or at least 
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that they were in a liumoiu' to give vip; 
Licut.-col. M'Dou'cll, anxious tUiring’tbisp 
to take possession of a garden and loose v 
that lay in a curve at the base of the bill 
dered a small party of Europeans (R. S.) 
Scapoys to ascend the slope of the hill a! 
the town, and, proceeding to the right, to 
possession of it. There was in this no in: 
<liatc hazard or danger, had the orders g 
been attended to; bnl the oRicer commanc 
Major instead of leading the part; 

the point desired, moved straight forward 
his whole body to the foot of the prcci 
itself, ami directly to the entrance of the 
sage up the hill; which the enemy obser^ 
they on a sudden opened such a discharg 
gingalls, matchlocks, rockets, 8:c. with a sh( 
of vStoncs, that, boumling and cracking to p 
along the abrupt sides of Tvlmbuck, uoarl} 
moUshed the whole detachment before 
could withdraw. Seven or eight men ' 
killed, some of them cru.shcd to atoms b) 
stones, and about tliiity severely woun 
Amongst these Major M'B. himself^ and a 1 




after Ensign I.ake, of the Engineers, wliilsfc 
making for the garden, which those who jc- 
mained at length got possession of, finding in 
it tolerably good cover amongst the ruins of 
some lioiiscs and behind tlic, trees — the enemy 
still peppering at them till the close of the day. 
Towards tlie afternoon, iiowever, the enemy, 
either fancying, from our desperate and rash 
enterprise of the morning, that we really liad 
intended an attempt by the narrow passage, and 
that no dil’licultics, heights, or crevices could 
resist our ingenuity or skill, or suspecting that 
we were doing no good in the garden, one of 
them was lowered by a rope down tlic side of 
die liill, so as to come within hail of our party; 
and this fellow called out, that the Killcclar 
was willing to treat with Colonel M‘D. The 
usual demands of payment of arrears were made, 
but of course rejected; and a Jcinidar of the 
gavrison coming down the following morning, 
terms were entered into for the surrender of the 
placp, inz- that the enemy should retire with 
their arms and private property: and in die 
course of tlic day the garrison turned out be- 




tween 4 am! 500 of the linest lucu we litui yet 
—-a mixture of Rajpoots, Malirattas, and 
a few Seedecs or Abyssinians. On cxaniiniug 
their ariius, we found their artillerv not to has’c 
been (jiiitc so scientific as tbeiv practice at first 
led us to suppose. There were several shells 
that had been brought in the time of the Mo¬ 
gul government from Damaon, lying carelessly 
about ti>e place; and some of these being filled 
witli loose powder, withovtt a fuze or any other 
stopper, were run down with the usual charge 
of powder, and fired at us. This gun gave of 
course a double report, the shell bursting the 
very moment it left the gun; nor could we 
below fancy what was the cause of it, never 
being able to see where, the shot struck, or 
what became of it; but on getting on tiie bill, 
we soon discovered the reason, and tlie mouth 
of that gun was torn to pieces by this foolish 
practice. 

The sacred vircr of the Gunga, or Godavery, 
takes its rise on the top of Trimbuck, whence 
it issues in single drops fro^n the rock, and at 
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its fouiitain-licnd is giuinlcfl wiili a small pa¬ 
goda, with a number of Hindoo idols about il. 
This stream runs down the side of Triinbiick, 
and is received at the bottom by a similar 
group of figures, and with the same veneration. 
It thence takes its course through the town 
of Trimbuck to Niissuck, its bed from the foot 
of the hill to the latter place being paved or 
flagged completely across, and in the midille 
dccorntctl with pagodas, baths, and small cas¬ 
cades nearly the whole way. The river at Nas- 
.suck discovers a larger body of water, bavi)\g 
some of the most beautiful and cliastc pagodas 
on its banks and hi the bed of tlic river; and 
the town, being principally inhabited I)y Bra- 
miii.s, strongly reminds the visitor of similar 
scenes at Madura, Scriugbam, and Conjaveram. 
The town of Nassuck is also very considerable, 
and possesses, with the two palaces of Badjee 
Row, some handsome and spacious buildings; 
these, with the gardens and vineyards in its 
vicinity, rendering Nassuck ajilcasing spot of 
residence. The palaces possess nothing par- 
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licular to be mentioned beyond the novelty 
the style and mode of* building of an caste 
palace. The rooms of* the new palace arc 
low, and contracted in size, without design 
taste, with the exception of the hall for Nautcl 
or dancing-girls, which is alone remarkable 
its beautiful carved work in wood. All 1 
other apartments arc small, retiring one witl 
the other, and communicating one floor abc 
the other by dark and narrow passages, i 
in all the intricacy and mazes of chanibc 
cells, kc. conveying a pretty good idea of i 
cramped and narrow contrivances and minds 
the people themselves. 

There was no pi izc or property of any > 
scription taken at Trimbuck ; and a small pa 
being thrown in for its garrison, the dctai 
nicnt retraced its steps to the vicinity of N 
suck, where it remained a few days, Capt. 
intimating to Col, ]\l‘D. that he had busin 
of importance to transact that would det; 
them there for a short time. It seems that i 
Hon. Mr. Elphinstonc Imd sent notice to Ca 
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B. of treasure being concealed in Nassuck, and 
with every particular regarding its place ol‘ 
conccaliiieiit so exact, tliat the very house where 
it was buried was fouiul out, and entered into 
before the occupants bad an)' suspicion of it 
themselves. This secret was not, however, made 
known to Col. M'D. by llie Civil Commissioner 
until Capt. B. thought it priidenkto call on that 
oiliccr for his assistance, and a party of the 
troops to secure i\\c property. We give Col. 

account of the transaction in his own 
words*. It will be sudicient licrc merely to 
mention, that the wlmle detachment bad been 
detained for days at Nassuck evidently with 
the sole object of securing that property, and in 
prejudice of other important services; that it 
was dug up by tlic pioneers of the detachmciu, 
and the house surrouiKlcd and guarded at the 
time by a company of Scapoys from it. Tlic 
treasure in jewels was estimated by Badjee 
Rows agents at 70 lacs of rupees ; but we un¬ 
derstand they have not rcalizeel as yet above 


* Sec Appendix. 
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lialF that sum. It seems the Marquis of lla.' 
ings sticks at tUe decision of that pvopevty 
belonging to the army, and the matter i 
mains as yet undecided. 

The detachment now marched for Cha 
dorc again, where it was intended to lia' 
taken up our monsoon ground ; but the sc 
son still continuing favourable for active op 
rations, we moved, into llic Khandeish, ai 
took up our ground before the fortress 
MaUigawm on the 15th May. Malligawm 
the capital of Khandeish, and distant about « 
miles from Chandorc. It has always been co 
sidcred a place of great strength and irnpo 
tance, being the chief seat of the Arab settle 
in India; and has a proverbial saying attacln 
to it in that country“ Get but possession 
Malligawm, and you have Khandeish by tl 
nose.” The day before the arrival of the fon 
before Malligawm, the KillcdarGopal How K 
llahawdar paid a visit of ceremony to the CIa 
C ommissioner and Incut.-col. M‘D., welcome 
the arrival of the British, and in the course < 























the conference siiid that there would be no dif¬ 
ficulty in entering at once into possession of rljp 
place, that the garrison were composed of a 
handful of Arabs not exceeding 100 in the 
fort, that there were a few more in the Pettah, 
but that they were all so divided amongst them¬ 
selves, that they would make no opposition to 
us. And in reply to some question that })ad been 
put to him regarding' the strength of the place, 
its ditches, See. he described itas a contemptible 
hole, with a ditch not above tlic depth of his 
knee running round it; and this wily and de¬ 
ceitful old Bramin, as if to add sincerity to his 
statement, oflercd to remain himself in our cam]), 
but which was declined, and he returned. ^Ve 
could sec distinctly, 12 miles ofi*, the lofty and 
beautiful baltlemcnts of Malligawm; and soon 
found to our cost the want of information, and 
the deception practised on us by the old Killc- 
dar; and that, instead of attempting that fortress 
with four heavy guns, a few mortars and liowit- 
zers, alid little above 900 men (the total strength 
of mustjuets with us), it would have been no dis- 



ncdit to any of our first armies to liavc take: 
up its ground before it. This fort is sitimtci 
nearly in tlie centre of a rich and extensive plair 
without a rising ground of any description fa 
miles around it, and is built on the left bank o 
the. I\Ioosuin river, which joins the. Guirnr 
abo\it two liiilcs to the south below the for! 
It consists of an inner castle or fort of about a 
hundred yards stjuarc, the walls of which av 
above 46 feet high and ten broad, with a ba 
tlcincnt rising from, tlic top of about sj.'i fet 
bigli, and four in ihicknes.s, therel)y giving 
platform for guns nil round; s(puire ports, n 
scmbling the ports of a ship, being let throng 
the battlements, and the battlement itself fui 
nished with Ioop«holo.s in every direction. Ti 
dependent of this there arc eight towers, foil 
corner and four centre, on which were plante 
guns of larger dimensions; the whole wall buii 
of a blneisii granite and of the very best nni 
sonry. Without this castle is a correspondin 
inclosiire, at the distance of about 60 feet froi 
its wall, and 'its sides being parallel to those c 
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the cfistlc, carrieci eoniplctcly round. The height 
of this second wall is about twelve feet, and 
three in thickness, in front of which was built, 
allround the inclosurc, a line of stabling; thus 
furnishing a convenient covering for horses or 
other purposes, this wall being in like manner 
furnished with loop-holes, and looking into 
every part of the ditch, which is immediately 
outside it, and sunk from it, to a depth of 
25 feet, and 25 feet broad, extremely, well 
built and finished. Heyond the ditch, running 
level with the edge of the countcr-scar}>, was a 
second enclosure or garden about 70.feet from 
the ditch, and terminating the whole work by a 
strong and thick-built wall carried completely 
round, aiul from 10 to 20 feet in height from 
the inside, but not above 12 outside, liaving in 
like manner at its din’erent angles and curtaiius, 
towers, on whicli were planted smaller pieces of 
artillery. These, several Avorks communicated 
with each other by gateways, and a bridge for 
the two outward enclosures, and by six gates 
from the second enclosure to the castle. All 























tliese gateways arc built in the strongest, 
nor, ami of tbe lieight of the castle wall i 
the gates leading to the castle being in 
entrances to tlircc distinct squares, and 
squares, presenting of themselves so many 
pendent works as yon enter, could be defe 
as well backwards as forwards one aftci 
other. It would have been madness to 
attempted these gateways. The town, or 
tall, lies to the east side of the fort, and is 
separated from it by a narrow street. Oi 
approach of the dctaclnnent to .Mulligi 
Capt. D. resting upon the information de 
from the Klllcdar, recommended Col. M*) 
ell to march the detachment through the 
at once; but Col. M‘Do\vcll of course 
not accede to the suggestion, which would 
involved tlic whole detachment in confu 
Taking therefore a route at a convcnienl 
tance, we took np our ground for that day 
a jnilc in front of the Pettah, many oi 
Arabs shewing themselves along the hedge? 
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violence or injury whatever to any of our 
people, who wci'c nujicly I)eckonc(l to Ucep off. 
'riie ])lacc was suniiuonctl on llmt day, but no 
attention w'as jiaid to if, and tlic force shifted 
its ground on the Ukh to the west side of the 
fort, it being(Icfennined to carry on operations 
from that (iiiartov. 'J'lic pioneers were now set 
to work in a tope on the right hank of tlie 
Moosuin, and opposite the fort, when a few of 
the Arabs crossed over and roinpelled i))ci)) lo 
ahaiuloii it, killing one of them, 'file Arabs 
wore, liou’c\'or, o!)ligc<I fo fall l>a<*l< in tlio/r 
turn on the arrival of u covering party ; and the 
pioneers n.-siiincd (heir work. On the iCth of 
May, arrangements were made for commencing 
operations in tins tope; and Ideuf. Davies with 
the other engineer otViccrs, having already 
marked out tlie ground lor two enfdading bat¬ 
teries on tlie right and left: of tlie lope, so as to 
knock off the defenecs of the ciiilains on the 
south-west angle or lower of the fort, they 
towards tlie afternoon set lo, in like manner, in 
the lope itself’ in marking out the parallels 
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and the approaches towards the bank o 
river, on which it was resolved to plac( 
breaching battery. The plan laid clow 
Lieut. Davies for the reduction of Mallig 
was breaching in the first instance the 
wall, opposite to the left curtain of the s 
west tower of the castle. On the outward b 
being effectcrl, it was proposed to have m 
lodgment on it; and ascertaining the exact 
tion of the ditch, of which Lieut, Davief 
fully apprised, to have carried on our h 
operations as might be deemed advisable, 
wards sunset on the 18th, the different wo 
parties were at tl)cir posts, and the whoh 
set to work abovit half an hour after. The 
ing was perfectly calm, and the moon hi 
just got up, threw its still feeble light tin 
the deep mango trees on those working b 
and rendered the whole scene as interestii 
it was solemn. Tlie advanced sentries 
thrown out on the bank of the river, an 
work went on briskly till about seven o’c 
when the fire and alarm was quickly giv( 
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tlie Seapoys on a body of Arabs wbo appeared 
along the liedges to the left, and were crossing 
the river. The firing increased ; and the Arabs 
shewing themselves on the advanced part of the 
tope, a general confusion ensued amongst those 
working there, thedooley bearers, &c. throwing 
down their loads and flying in every direction. 
The advanced sentries had now fallen back upon 
the main body of the covering party; and the 
Arabs in the mean time gaining ground from 
tree to tree, and keeping at a stand the covering 
party of 170 Seapoys under a subaltern, they at 
length made themselves masters of the tope, the 
work becoming entirely abandoned. Luckily 
the quickest news of this check was intiniated 
to Major Andrews of the M. E. R. by an officer 
of that corps who had been looking on, when 
“^the Major instantly put himself with the same 
I officer at' the head of 00 men, who were para¬ 
ding for duty at the moment, and proceeding 
towards the tope, they were there joined by 
Lieut. Davies. Being now on the edge of the 
tope, this party drew up, the Arabs to be seen 
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(liJitinctly beliind tiic tvccs fi'Oin the burning' 
of tiicir nnitclies; Jincl the word of command 
being giveiij they dashed right at them, and in 
tlic course of twenty niiiuites drove tiie Aiabs 
completely out of die tope; but. unable to re- 
.strain tlieir own impetuosity, tliey followed them 
into the river, and close under the walls oi tlie 
iort, \vhicl\ now, crowded with Aval»s, opened a 
most furious fire of matchlocks upon them, 
(opening at the same time all tlieir heavy guns 
upon the camp). Major A. with several ol the 
men havitig been wounded and withdrawn, 
Col. M‘Dowelt now arriving in the tope ordered 
tile paity to be rccallc<l. It was at tins mo¬ 
ment when the order wa.s given to fall back, 
that Lieut. Davies received his mortal.wound 
by a chance .shot from the walls of the fort. Me 
was in the act of turning round to return, when 
the fatal ball passing through his neck laid that 
brave fellow low. He was still heard to ex¬ 
claim, “ At them, iny boys, at them and being- 
lifted by some of the men, he breathed his lust 
on reaching the lope. Thus tcnniiuited his 



career this gallant and distinguished ofliccr: zea¬ 
lously devoted to lus profession and to tlic ser¬ 
vice, hold, enterprising, and active, he secjned 
only to re(iuire the maturity of manhood and of 
experience to have rendered him the most solid 
ornament and value to the service. Ilis remains 
wore aitcnded to tlio grave hy every ofliccr off 
duty ill tile eairij); and it may be truly said that 
there was scarce a dry eye on the occasion. 

iilcssM ytnulu ri;}*nr'irul of thy 
Aui'iui biuul.s sliiiti biiilil thv loinb, 

Willi sha'liiwy ijO|)hies crown’d: 

Wlul.'-t Iloiwmr IjuUiciI in ic.trs shall rove 
'I'o siyit 1(13’ name ihro’ every grove, 

And fall Ills I»croc-s roimcl. Coi.!.iNs. 

Tlicrc was but one man of the M. li. 11. killed 
and 17 wounded ; the most of these received 
their wounds from tiic walls, the Arulis below 
retiring as our party pushed on ; some of tliem 
liowcvcr elosei) with the Kuropeaiis, and left 
the deep marks of their daggers behind them. 
The Arabs left three of their dead bodies in the 
river, but contrived to carry oil' witli them the 
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(lead European; this they generally make a 
point of doing if they can. By ten oclock on 
that night ail was dead silence again in the 
fort, scarce a shot was fired; the ^rabs seemed 
to be not a Uttie inovtified at this repulse; and 
our parties had now resumed their work again. 
Their fire, however, on tlie camp caused some 
loss, and the greatest consternation, some people 
and cattle being* killed and wounded; and they 
continued the two following days to gratify us 
!)y a few dozen of rounds or so, the Colonel 
being fool-hardy enough to keep his ground, 
nor would he strike a single tent in ihe cnnip 
until several serious accidents liad occurred, and 
compelled him to shift his ground on the fourth 
morning after our arrival; the Arabs giving ns 
as we struck our tents a few smart volleys. By 
the following morning the two enfilading bat¬ 
teries being finished,' and the guns placed in 
them, two 18-poundcrs in one, and t\vo 12- 
pounders in the other, these openetl together on 
the curtains of the south-west angle, dismount¬ 
ing in a few rounds a large brass gun from that 
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tower, but without any material effect on tlie 
curtains or battlements, from the goodness and 
strength of their materials. The trenches in the 
tope being now finished, and the breaching bat¬ 
tery prepared, the above guns were moved into 
it by the '23d, the places of these being substi¬ 
tuted by mortars and howitzers. The duties 
and conduct of the siege had from this time de¬ 
volved on Ensign Nattes of the Engineers, and 
the breaching battery l)ad now opened upon 
the outer work, and had brought down a con¬ 
siderable part of it the following day. The 
enemy had in the mean time made an attack 
upon our left post in the day-time, and Hanking 
it from some old houses on the left, put our 
party with two six-pouuders, and a detachment 
of Scapoys, into a little confusion; but this was 
quickly redeemed by a supporting party of Sea- 
poys charging, and driving them at once out of 
these houses. We had now moved that post 
higher up the river to tlie left, and commanding 
the gateway of the outer fort and part of the 
Pettah. The enemy were very jealous of this 
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spot, aiul kept n luiincrous body ot matchlock 
men constantly on the look-out agiiinst it. Ihe 
l)Vcach on tlic outer wall being now effected, it 
was expected that we should have attempted 
a lodgment there, as liad been originally de- 
signetl; hut this plan was abandoned iVom the 
dilliculty of the giomid, which was I'ouiid to he 
rncUy; and Lieut.-eol. Crosdill of the artillery 
set ti', Ine.idling the inner wall of all of the 
Cintle, clearing witli the shot the sui face of the 
outer breach, the .shot afterwards taking the 
main wall bdiiiul as low as possible. ’ All the 
bh(Jt, howc\ er, passed clear of the intermediate 
(Jr stable wall on theoft-sulc of the ditcli. Wc 
had no eeituiir information where the diiclr was 
situated, it was generally supposed to ha\’e been 
ihinicdiatcly within the outer wall; nor wtisany 
attempt to reconnoitre ov ascertain the fact 
made, until the night preceding the iinsuccc&s- 
tiil assault; and tliat tlieii obtained tliioimh 
hurry was found to be uncertain and could not 
be relied on, 'i'lic inain wall by the 27th of 
May had been well sliakeii, aiul it now com- 
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iiiencccl mouldering and giving way to the shot 
in large pieces. The guns were now nearly 
destroyed, the vents having melted away to a 
size to receive the hand ot‘ a man, and it being 
unsafe to fire them otlicrwise than by attaching 
the inatcli to a lono- bamboo and standins; aloof 
from them, half the force of the powder di.s- 
charging itself by the vent alone. Oiir shot 
was also entirely expended, and that which we 
were now using was partly of beaieii iron, 
brought from UnkieTunkic. Fortunately, how¬ 
ever, the shortness of the distance from our bat¬ 
tery to the u\ain wall of the castle, not exceed¬ 
ing 250 yards, and the effects of our former 
home shot, with the rooting and shaking fire 
from the damaged guns, at length on the after¬ 
noon of the 2Bth of May brought down the 
centre of the inner curtain, and presented to the 
eye a most complete breach, its nibbish with 
that of the outer breach seemingly mixed toge¬ 
ther, and offering the most inviting appearance 
I'or an attack. Nothing more at all events could 
now be done by tlie' artillery until they had 
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other guns and ammunition; and Ensign Nattcs, 
with tlie concurrence of the officer commanding 
the aitillery, reported the breach to be practi¬ 
cable, aiicl recommended that an inunccliate as¬ 
sault should be made. Lieut.-col. M'Dowell, 
still doubtful iu his own nthul as to the ditch, 
was against making the attack until some cer¬ 
tain information was obtained regarding it; but 
Ensign Nattes still urging the necessity of an 
attack, and having addressed a public letter to 
Lieut.-col. M'Dowell on the subject, the latter 
officer at length acceded to it, and it was ac¬ 
cordingly decided to assault the Pettah and the 
breach together on the following morning (tlie 
29th.) The 17tU or Chicacole L. I. had now ar¬ 
rived in camp; and MajorGreenhill, 17th L.I.was 
appointed to command the attack on the breach, 
and Lieut.-col. vStcwait, 13th N. I. tliat on the 
P.cttah. The storming party consisted of 100 
Europeans from R. S. and M. E. R. with three 
subaltern officers, 300 of 17th L. I. and the light 
companies of the 2d and 13th N. L ; and that 
for the Pettah, of a small complement of Eu- 
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ropcans, and tlic remainder of the 2d and 13th 
N. I. The hour fixed for the attack was 5 
a. m. On the evening of tlic 2«th, Lieut. 
Egan, 13tli N. I. an active and zealous olTiceiv 
was broiiglit down by a matchlock in the left 
post, and expired shortly afterwards. 

The several parties having been told off for 
their destinations, that under Lieut. - col. S. 
started from its ground above our left post at 
the ap|)oiate(l hour, and crossing the river, got 
(juict possession of the Pctiah, the Arabs having 
previously witlidrawn to the fort, with the ex¬ 
ception of a few who still occupied one or two 
houses in it, and who, througli our own negli¬ 
gence, were allowed to escape; and a few shells' 
being thrown from the tope or grove on and 
about the breach, Major Grccnhiirs party in 
like manner, with Ensign Nattes, the miners 
and sappers with ladders, See. and each man 
furnished with a small bundle of liay, pushed 
across the river, the Arabs until this time not 
firing a single shot; and our party gaining tlie 
off side of the river, and closing under the wall 


to the leftj qiiicld}' asceiulcd- the outer breach, 
JEn.sig-n Nattes being a little adicail, when that 
officer looking over the bn'af’h, lie bad just 
time to turn round and say, “d'otally inipvacti- 
cj^blc”—veccivit\g at tluit instant no less than 
five bidlcts, and dn^pjiing lifeless. Major (heen- 
hill, with the head of the party, however, shoved 
o;’cr the la<ldcr.s, l)nt tiie.se were seized liy the 
y\rabs iieside, whieli gave out people, iVoiu the 
darkness ol* the morning, reason lo stijipose that 
the ditch must be there, and that of ccmisc 
further piogres-s was iinpo.ssildc; the Arab.s at 
this time liaving erow<led to ihe walls and 
iiatilcinents, ainl opening a thick and furious 
fire on dioae about llic Incacb as well as on oiir 
’trenches, whence wc cndcavouvetl to keep them 
mulcv as well as wc coidd. Major Cr. had now 
formed his parly under cover oi'the wall, and 
being badly womulcd liinrself in the leg, re¬ 
turned to report the failure of the attack to 
]dent.-col. M‘D., who of conr.'je decided upon 
the recall of the troops; and the assistant (juar- 
tcr-ma.stcr-gcncral passing over in a very luiud- 
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.some muuner under a smart fire, intimated the 
Colonels orders to the party, the whole of 
whom fell back to tlic trenches^ leaving- :d)out 
the breach and in tlic bed of the river about 
20 killed and wounded. Amongst the former, 
Capt. Kennedy of 17tli N. I. and Lieut. Wil¬ 
kinson, !3tli N. I. and about 70 more wounded 
of those who returned. Possibly with tlic dif¬ 
ficulties that would have opposed their further 
advance, it wa.s as well the party liar) not got 
in, as even in.siilc the outer breach they would 
have been as far ns ever from success, and must 
have lost a considerable number of men before 
they got any kind of .shelter, and wbicli only 
existed for them in tlic rums of.aii old mud 
fort at the eastern extremity of the garden. 
We now hoisted a flag of truce, in order 
to withdraw the killed and wounded, wliich 
the Arabs instantly paid attention toj and all 
firing having ceased (although it briskeued on 
the Pettab side), we withdrew our killed and 
wounded, nor did the Arabs either strip the 
dead or wounded, but merely compelling the 
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clooley men to hand up the niusquets, and set 
fire to the bundles of hay which we had carried 
over, they desired them to retire. The flag of 
truce being withdrawn, the firing was again 
resumed on both sides; and Lieut.-col. M‘D. 
finding that nothing move could be done on 
that side of the nver, moved the detachment 
a few days after to the east side of the fori 
•again, resolving to blockade it until the arrival 
of a frcslr battering train. A detachment of 
the Poouah horse had now arrived under Capt. 
Swanstoii, from near Poouah, to act-under Col. 
M‘D., and these were posted to the N. W. of 
the fort, the Russel brigade being to their 
right. A stockade was however constructed 
to the right of tlie old breacliing-battery, to 
overlook the enemy in that quarter; and in 
this spot Ensign Purton, who had succeeded 
Ensign Nattes as superintending engineer, was 
a few days after disabled for immediate duty 
by a matchlock-wound in the head. - The Arabs 
on the day following our change of position, 
on the Ist June, sent out to propose terms of 


surrender; and the only conditions they de¬ 
manded were, that they migiit be permitted 
to retire with their arms and private property 
wherever they wislicd; but Col. M‘D. would 
listen to nothing but unconditional surrender, 
and the conference broke off. The Nuggur 
train, with a battalion of 4th 13. N. I. and a 
proportion of artillery, having been put in mo¬ 
tion by the rion. Mr. E. some days prior to 
the date of ti\c assault, they were now close at 
hand, and arriving early in June, the whole of 
the mortars and liowitzers, eleven in number, 
being’ placed in battery, opened on tbc lOtli 
of that month, aiul about 11 o’clock on the 
following day two or three of the shells falling 
on nearly the same spot, communicated with 
the enemy’s magazine, which blowing up in a 
most tremendous and gvaml explosion, buried 
the whole fort for some minutes in a thick 
smoke, and which, on clearing off, presented 
the curtain to tire left of the N. E. tower com¬ 
pletely carried away, leaving a chasm of nearly 
from the corner to the centre tower. The 


enemy nevertheless sbewcil tlio o-reatest hiuvcry 
ami presence of mind, by rusbin«- down to the 
outer walls and gates with pikes, swords, kc, 
pvepavea for a stand; and this certainly would 
have ijceu the moment for attack had siilhciont 
troops been at hand; hut t\»c camp was about 
two miles off, and the day closing in. wc were 
obliged to rest satisfied with the injm’v we had 
already clone them, still continuing to serve 
them a few shells (hiring tlic day. Towards 
the evening two Jenddars again came out; and 
after a tedious and obstinate stand on both 
sides, it was agreed that tbc garrison should 
march out and surrender tlicir arms. Ihit pre¬ 
vious to admitting Licut.-col. MT). to hoist 
our colours in the fort, (hey demanded from 
liiin a written paper to the above purport, that 
they should have protection for tlKimselves and 
families to their destination. The paper was 
written in the Mahratta language, ?i.ihI it was 
afterwards discovered that that paper implied a 
meaning whence could be construed that the 
Arabs might go where they pleased, or to their 



o\ru place of destination, and wlucU,aftcv num¬ 
berless discussions and references between the 
lioinhay government, the Hon. Mr. E., and the 
(^hief at Surat, was decided in their favour; 
ihe words in the terms on whicli the doubt 
rested were “ Mukaink;\ Mdrad,” which literally 
mean “ the intention of the place of abode or 
destination.” Now the question was, whether 
by these terms was meant that their place of 
residence or destination was to be fixed by us 
or by the Arabs; for it will be as good in one 
sense as the other. The Arabs, in demanding 
that paper, wore entirely guided b}' a regard 
tor their own safety and that of their taniUies, 
if not through an apprehension of trcaclicry ; 
and Col M'Dowell in his pviblic report inti¬ 
mated as much, viz. that he liad been induced 
to grant them that pa[)ci’ to remove a serious 
alarm that the Arabs were iu for their lives, in 
reference to a recent tran.saction in that neigh¬ 
bourhood (evidently alludijig to Talnair). This 
report reached the Marquis Hastings, and his 
Lordship called upon Co!. M‘D. to explain 




more fuliy fhe tciitleiicy and meaning 
allusion. Tiic truth is, the report wiu 
lent throughout every part of the count 
the gates of Talnair had been fairly iiiul 
opened to us, and that we tlestroye( 
woman, and child in it; nor did the dis| 
and menaces on the part of certain gei 
in other parts of their immediate vicinit 
much calculated to undeceive the peo 
remove that foul stigma from our ch 
On the morning of the I3th June severt 
panics from the detachment paraded 
bank of the Moos.um river opposite tl 
gate; ami Lieut. SherrifF, a zealous and 
odiccr, with a member of the Prize Com 
were sent in hy Lieut.-col. for tl 

pose of avraiigiug mattej-s witli the garr 
turn out. The Arabs inside, notwithst 
the repeated as.surances of Lieut. S. tha 
persons would be respected, and that the 
were in no danger, evinced the greatest c 
and alarm, and could not for a consic 


time be prevailed upon to move out, no 
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I/ieut. Slicnift' staked his own life for our faith, 
by placing himself between two of the Arabs, 
and tolling them, “ Now if a man of you is 
touched, you may deprive me of my existence— 
I am in your power." They on this turned out 
to the number of 310, of these about 40 llin- 
dostanecs; and grounding their arms, daggers, 
&c. they were marched off to the Pettah by a 
strong guard; and a street having been prepared 
for their reception, tlie whole were confined to 
it as prisoners for the present. Col. M‘Do^ycll 
most generously returned the small daggers to 
many of them, these weapons being generally 
handed down from father to son, and considered 
almost sacred amongst them. Thus after nearly 
a iiTonth’s hard work, and the loss of 5 officers 
killed, and 8 wounded, with upwards of 300 
men lulled and wounded, fell the strong and 
tough hold of Malligawm into our possession. 
The Killedar, Raj Bahawdav, now made his ap¬ 
pearance from the castle, and contrived for a 
time to impose upon the Civil Commissioner, 
and to palliate his former falsehood and du- 
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plicity ou the giouiul of conipulbioii by llio 
Arab garrison; ant! Capt. 11., being fully 
impressed with liis innocence, and commiserat¬ 
ing tile distresses that had been undergone by 
the Killedar and his family dining’ the siege, 
thouglit proper to interpose his authority, and 
prevent the Prize Committee from taking an}* 
inventory of the goods of the Killedar. Capt. 
Jl- was, however, sliortly after more fully per¬ 
suaded of the real merits of this impostor, and 
at length ascertained that the Killedar had not 
only encouraged the Arabs to the defence of 
I^ialligawin, but that he also, ou the evening 
preceding’ the surrender, paid tliem up their 
arrears with a handsome gratuity. A con¬ 
siderable time after the Kiliedar’s property had 
been withdrawn, and no doubt sccuretl, he 
(Capt. B.), as if in mockery, intimated to. the 
“ Prize Committee that he had ordered the Kille- 
clar’s horses, &c. to be given over to any pcison 
that might be appointed to receive them; but to 
this the Prize Committee paid no attention, as 
they had been prevented in the first instance 



now rcpovccd tno termination or the siege to 
Briggs, and tlic terms that iiacl been 
granted to the garrison, viz. personal security 
and subsistence to their place of destination ; 
and retpicstcd him to appoint some people to 
provision the prisoners ; but to which that 
odiccr replied, that he had nothing what¬ 
ever to do witli (he garrison, or the conditions 
granted them. The Colonel, therefore, was 
obliged to order the Commissariat Officer to 
furnish the wants of the Arabs. Capt. B. in 
fact was displeased that any term.s had been 
granted the Aralis, and was heard to say, that 
he liad at least expected that the wliolc of tlicm 
sliould be put in irons, and employed on the 
public roads. In the mean time Capt. B. for- 
M'ardcd a copy of the terms to the Mon. Mr. E., 
saying, that as he was ignorant of the exact 
meaning of them himself, he begged to be in¬ 
formed how lie was to act upon tlic occasion. 
The Arabs were still in confinement, nor had 
they to this time once attached u quibble or 
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indirect meaning to the paper they liad re¬ 
ceived; and tliafi was the moment for Capt. 
B. and Col. M'D. to have conie to a precise 
understanding with them as to what they ex¬ 
pected. The matter being still left in doubt, 
the Arabs were moved from Malligawtn to 
Surat, where, as above stated, after a tedious 
correspondence they were dismissed, and per¬ 
mitted to go their way. 

The Malligawm Arabs, on their arrival at 
Surat as prisoners, had been urged by the ad¬ 
vice of some people to an insolent demand of 
pay, &c. from the British authorities there; and 
these, both civil and military, seemed to view 
the Arabs in so desperate a light, as to have 
almost lost all confidence in themselves arrtl 
the troops at that station. They wrote to the 
Bombay government, begging to be informed 
how they were to act with the Aiabs—whether 
to discharge their demands, or deny them. If 
the latter, that the govermneut had better send 
up some European troops to keep thorn in order, 
as the Arabs had sent word to the Factory, that 
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unless their deinaiuls were complied with, they 
would proceed fo the attack of'tlie castle itself. 
The oflTicer commanding at Surat added in his 
letter on the subject, that the Arabs seemed 
to despise altogether tlie Native troops; timt 
when told wc should compel them to obedience 
by force of arms, they replied, “ Wc care little 
for you, or abf>ut your Seairoys; we sec, it is 
true, you have a number of Morghees, or fowls, 
but we can't perceive auy cocks, or the true 
fig))ting'-brced, amongst you.” Now tl)e dis¬ 
contented Arabs amoimtetl to about 200 (for 
many had deserted ou the road from Khan- 
clcisl)), and tlie British garrison to upwards of 
• OOO Seapoys and some artillery. A Lieutenant 
in the command of a small post in the vicinity 
of the place where the Arabs were, wrote to the 
Licutcnant-coloncI commanding at Surat, that 
lie was apprehensive of an attack by the Arabs, 
who were in very bad Jiumour; that he had 
but little ammunition left, and begging a 
farther supply of it; adding, “But let it be 
sent in to me in the most private manner, lc.st 



tfie Arabs perceive it, and be ilienec hiuricd on 
to attack me.” If tbc stability of the Ibitish 
government, its rank, and authority, arc to be 
shaken and interrupted tlirough the audacious 
menaces of a handful of vagabonds, and this 
through the want of a becoming energy and 
conduct in the existing authorities on the spot, 
in the face of a population of some Innulreds of 
thousands—in the face too of an armed body 
quadruple the number of those to be opposed, 
and at one of our oldest and most respectable 
settlements ill India — wliat arc we to expect, 
at a serious ami trying hour, from onr firmest 
authority, or the talents and conduct of those 
chargc<l by government with sucli trusts?* 
The Hon. Mr. K., on seeing the above cor¬ 
respondence, shut up all further discussion 
about the Arabs, and iccommcudcd that they 
siiould he discharged at their pleasure*. 

* Surat is the port, in fact liic dopot, wiicnee the Arabs 
disperse themselves throughout the couiuvy. 'I’hovc aro ai, 
Surat several respectable anJ opulont Arab iiicrclianls, ^vhoso 
iniercsi it has been horoloforo to cncoinngc tlio emigrulioii 
of their coumrynien to the coasts of Inilia, and who, on I heir 



Lieut.-coluiicl M'DowcU’s dctnchmcnt now 
moved fiom jMalliguwin, and took m}> its grc)iin(l 
for the monsoon about halfway between Mal- 
ligawm and the Casabar}' Ghaut; and in a few 
days after their arrival there, they were visited 
by the cholera viorhus^ which carried off be¬ 
tween 30 and 40 Knropcans and as many Na¬ 
tives in the course of a few days; the M. E. II. 
alone, from the end of June to the end of 
September, having lost from that disease and 
fevers upwartli) of 100 men. The <letachment 
of the Royal Scots bad fortunately retired to 
Jaulnah before it appeared in the camp. Tlic 
c'hokra morbus^ in most of the eases, set at de¬ 
fiance all liuman skill and aid. The men were 
frcciuonlly taken ill at parade, an<) generally 

nrvivnl at Surat or Jlumlray, were detached at tlte jduasurc of 
those mercliants, who had iti a manner been furnished with 
the rctjui.siic atitUoriiy for ihc.'jc troops froni the Native 
powers ofliernr, Poonali, and the Detkan. These conscripts 
were fiani.shcd with a small outfit and arnti by the above 
morchams; ami as iliey afterwards advanced in favour or 
rank at their juirticiilar destinations, they were enablod to 
repay, witli liandsomc interest, the first advances of their 
friends. 
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caily in the morning, at first by a slight vomit¬ 
ing and j)nvging, succeeded by au attack of 
ague, with a cold moist skin ; and reerc in fact 
])ast remedy in many cases before they even 
reached the surgeon. Their eyes became 
sunken and hollow, the pulse ceased, and a 
quick and sudden purging of wliite matter en¬ 
sued—^tlie lancet applied in several cases liad no 
effect, the veins and even arteries not giving 
above a drop or two of black blood. The ])atient 
was ncKt seized, with a irumbncss, and cramps 
about his legs and knees, which (juickly ebang- . 
ing to spasms and ascending to tlm stomuch, 
released liim in a few.minutes from further 
suHcring. The ground on which the detach¬ 
ment lay was elevated and dry, with a clear and 
beautiful stream in the rear, and the country 
about it more free from jungle than perhaps 
any other spot in Kbandcisli: yet all the corps 
along that position suffered nearly alike from die 
above disease. But what is very remarkable, 
the 17tU L. I. situated on the right, and be¬ 
tween two hills through which a constant mid 



strong' current of air blew, escaped altogcllier, 
nor liail they n. single instauee of dtqhm 
amongst them for two months; i)ut the moment 
they quitted that ground on their march to join 
General Doveton, the complaint started up 
amongst them, and caused several casualties. 
Many medical men arc divided in their opinions 
as to that disease, “improperly called 
Ura^' being contagious or not; but, although 
not of that profession, from the many striking 
instances I have witnessed amongst the troops, 

1 should think there is good reason for con¬ 
cluding It to be contagious; however, only in 
a peculiar cliaractcr, and in such a way as we 
])crccive a flash of lightning take a particular 
spot of ground from the previous sympathy 
and property of it to the lightning; thus ten 
men may visit a man taken with ihc choUra, 
and not a single man be affected by it, and two 
juay visit him the following day, and one of 
these be taken with it. We .witnessed in the 
hospital on the Punjawm several cases that 
seemed to have been contracted l)y contagion 



way aaaimvc: Ibr insta«cc„onc 
''■''■'''''"“■'.V 'll was convoyed to tlic warm 

' ■'I'l'"<li whoa few hours after was seized 

rlied; others in the hos- 
l’“■‘ f'iitinn-.'Iiimaml others sufTerwl 

"'""Jaiy, nor was there any case wliere tlie sick 
... tl'c <listoini.er from those 

''■'''I'l'l'''i'': whilst asain we observed throe 

''■""l'•'■"l'Hll -nlen follow one after the other into 
I M'lave, aft(n' hnryinft. men who ciied of that 
Ihit as stronRan instance as any, I my. 
■wll wiinessedin Ihe Conean near Malligawm ; 
'l"""Kh winch |)laee an olfieer of the liomhay 
ai'iny had passed while I was there, and two 
"I Ihiee III his hearers having- been tidam with 
Ione of these, a high-east man, was 
■"'"alneed amongst a party of .Seehundies or 
'ii‘'gidar Seapoys, and the following day 
■la''l Ihere, 'J'he ensuing morning a Seapoy, 
wlinse herih was oh the other side of the ha'll 
wlieie tin- above hearer lay, was seized with the 
■-anie ilisease, and died that evening also. I was 
|•l(!st■nt myself at the linst altaek, and adminis- 




tcred .some powders llmt I had by me, but to no 
])urj)Ose. He was also bled, but only a few 
black drops Issued from his arm. 

We had not been above a week on our mon¬ 
soon ground, when a private report readied 
Col. M'Dowell from Captain B. stating tiiat 
having obtained information of TrimhucUjee 
Danglia being in the neighbourliood of Gone, 
in Gungtony, he Captain B. had sent Capt. 
Swanstou with his party of irregular horse to 
take him prisoner, and tlmt he was glad to say 
Capt. Swanstou luul fully succeeded, adding that 
the little properly that was by Trimliuckjee was 
divided on the spot, and tlmt ibc prisoner was 
then secured in Chandorc. Not a word more 
had been reported on the subject, and the whole 
transaction, wasluislicd np and buried in silence 
for nearly two months after, when certain rc- 
pprts reaching the Prize Committee, demand¬ 
ed their inquiry and attention to the affair 
in (juestion. It seemed that Trimbuckjee on 
the rout and disjicrsion of Cadjee Row’s army 
by Gen, Doveton and Col, Adams near Nag- 
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pore, in April 181B, ilescvtcd his master, 
was wilUng to accept the general levnis oi 
proclamation by the Ilonouriiblc Mr. K, 
had accordingly reached the village w 
his father-in-law resided, and having inirch 
some bullocks, carts, and ploughs, with a ^ 
of abandoning bis ])ublic liic, lie proposed Tp 
out the remainder of liis days in peace and 
scurily. Trimbuckjec had not been many i 
in the village, when the resentment of a wo 
for some former injury done to her husbaiK 
Trimbuckjec, jnompicd her to take this oi: 
tunityof revenge, by informing the Ihitisl' 
thority of his residence amongst them; and 
accordingly left her village, and having ma 
long march, put the secret in a train of rpii' 
rcacliing Captain Bs cars at Chandorc. ( 
tain B. on receiving this news, wrote ol 
Capt. Swanston to push olf for Trimlmck 
and Capt. Swanston with his irregular V 
starting from Malligawm, reached the al 
village, after a march of 40 miles, early on 
following morning; and at day-break lia 
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suiTOundcd the village, he entered the gate with 
a few of his men, and observing* a man running- 
quick past him, he halted him, and desired him 
to point out tlie house where Triiiihuckjee’s 
fiither-in-law resided. The' fellow refused at 
first, hut, terrified at last, he turned round aiul 
pointed out the house, when several of the 
liorsemen dtsmotintiiig entered and scarclied 
the house, but could not for some time find 
IVinibuchjcc, although they came upon liis 
women and property; but at length having 
rummaged under some hay in an upper loft, 
he was there found concealed under it. He 
was shortly alter mounted o7i a horse with 
bis family in hackerries; and all his property 
being secured, the whole movc<I off* to Chan* 
dove, where Capt. Swanston gave over his 
charge to Captain 13. who immediately au* 
thorised tlnit odiccr to take and divide the 
whole of the prisoner’s property. The amount, 
according to Trimbuckjee's own statement at 
Tannali in Alarcli last, exceeded somewhat two 
lacs of rupees, or about 24,000/. From these 
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parliculavs, ami the ciicunistance of there not 
having been a shot fired or the least opposition 
made, and advcitmg also to the cause of Trim- 
buckjee’s return to that part of the country, viz. 
the. dispersion of Badjec Row's force by the 
regular army under General Doveton and Co). 
Adams: the Prize Committee addressed a let¬ 
ter to Col. M'Dowcll, with one to the Civil 
Commissioner, claiming the above ))vo|)evty, “ if 
it could he justly forfeited by the owner,” as 
hclottging to tile regular army ; the post \vl\erc 
it was taken being within CoK McDowell's 
command, and the detachment employed to all 
intents and purposes oPa military and organized 
nature. Captain B. returned a very sliort 
answer, saying, that he did not look to the 
Prize Committee for their approbation of bis 
measures. He added, however, that the amount 
W'as overrated, as it only amounted to 00,000 
rupcf.s, but that he should uow refer tlic busi¬ 
ness to the Hon. Mr. E. for his decision; and 
we find in a letter under date the 5th of Octo¬ 
ber, being an interval of nearly four nmntiis 





irom the seizure, that the approjiriation of tlic 
property was confirmcil by the Marquis of Hast, 
iii^s to Cujjt. Swanston’s iiTCgular horse, 

1 lie dctachmoit, however, looked upon this 
disposal of 'J'riiiiirtickjces property Jjy Capt. 13. 
as a partial act, and one not altogether uncon¬ 
nected witli feelings of private regard; nor 
could they draw the distinction, agreeably to 
Capt. [3.'s own reasoning, between the present 
case ami that of Nassuck : the treasures of the 
latter being surrendered without ojiposition to 
the same class of troops, and carried to the side 
of govenimcnt, and Tvimbuckjee’s capture hav¬ 
ing’ been clfectccl with a like facility, but bis 
property made over to an individual officer and 
liis horsemen. Independent of this, there were 
detachments of 2d M. N. I. and 4th B. N. I. 
jiot lialf the distance from Trimbuckjee’s resi¬ 
dence that Malligawm was, and Lieut. Hind's 
detachment; of die .same horse (the very party 
who had before taken possession of Nassuck) at 
a nearer distance than the detachment under 
Capt. S. Tt was therefore a matter of surprise 
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ro Ueiir.*coI. M‘D. and his detadiment that 
none of the.above parties more convenient at 
command had not been ordered on that duty. 
It seems that Captain B. did not even think it 
expedient to have given all the particulars to 
the Hon. Mr. E. hiniscU’; for until the letter 
from the Prize Committee reached Captain B. 
there was no public acknoivledgincnt of the cap¬ 
ture beyond “ the little property;” but Captain 
B. tlicn discovered it to have amounted to 
60,000 rupees, and the Prize Committee to up¬ 
wards of two lacs; and Captain iVs act after a 
considerable lapse of time is, as a matter of form, 
confirmed by the Supreme authority*. Whilst 
Lieut.-col. M'DowclTs detachment was em¬ 
ployed in Khandeish, other forces were in like 
manner busy and successful in reducing the 
strong-holds in the southern Mahratta country 
and the Concan; those in particular under Brig.- 

* The Marquis Hastings, however, hag since paid a nearer 
aUenlion to the pubject, on ihe report of the Prize Committee; 
and we are sure his Lordship’s decision, whatever it shall 
be, will at least be consistent with the principles of public 
equity. 
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generals Munro, ami Pritzler, Colonels Protlier, 
Deacon, Kennedy, Boles, Imlacli, and Eliidge^. 

* Of iKesc tlie priiicipal, and indeed the only smart af¬ 
fair was that atSliolapore under Gen. Monro, at svliich not 
having been present ourselves, we give an account of it In 
the words of a correspondenl. 

“ Camp }iear Uuiieetl,23d Dlap, 1818. 

“ Bujee Rao had long looked upon Shulapore as his last 
refuge, and lits infantry and guns having been for some 
lime moving about in that neighbourhood, there was ground 
for su|j|iosing that he imended to pass the monsoon there; 
Gen. Mnnro, therefore, as soon as ho was joined by Gen. 
Prilzler’s clotachmeni, moved to the eastward, aiul encamped 
before the jdacc un the morning of the 0th. The infantry 
and guns had taken up a position under the walls of the fort, 
and covered by the batik of u large lank which embraces 
part of the wall and Petfah. A strong reconnoitring party 
svas sent round the Peliah by the left, and in the afternoon 
another to the right, to examine their position. Tlie etiemy 
were very bold, and advanced to attack both reconnoitring 
partie.s, hut these having acconipHsh<5f| their ptirpose, avoided 
coming to an engagemcnl. It w,ns now detcniiined to adopt 
the left nitnck, ami having first of all slormeJ the Peltah, to 
.suit tlie ulterior operations to the movements of the enemy. 

strong detachment was lltcrcforc moved at 3 o'clock in 
the morning (on the lOlh), and as it approached the Puttah 
wall on the far side thcN, E. was divided into three columns; 
two of them to assault under Col. Hottiil,C. 13.,and the third 
under Gen. Prilzlev, to remain on the outside, to rub up the 
enemy whenever ho shou/d make a movement. Gen. Arunro 
remained with this lliird division, to superintend the whole. 

q2 



Rafljec Row' had contriv'cd in the mean time, 
the skill and celerity of his movements, to cv{ 

'i’hc Peuah wa‘» carvieil in very iinf siyin, llur oneniy has 
only ihcir usual guards u|U'ii ihe rauijiarl, niid uUiinidtilc 
8us|)ccl, hy ihrce elicers, wliich oiir lads guvt; vvlieii tlicy 
ujHUi Uic lo];i «ifihe wail. Wliun in i:onnjlcln \)(isscssi(ii 
Hie Pcitah, ii was broad dnv-light, and tlic enemy’s wl 
force was observed moving rouiul lo our rear by tlio «■ 
wall. Cell. IViejler, being apjn ized of ibis, was oit ihe ill 
• ami wailed (under cover of an angle ofihc Pcllali) nntil i 
sliouUl come wiih'm a vcasonaUlc diulnncc; but the one 
having discovered him, drew up in line, and commence 
cannonade. Our ariillcry were also nm out, uucl kept i 
till a tumbril blew up among ilie cnomy; and our cob 
advancing about the same lime, ihoy Hod in the utmost e 
fusion. They now attempted to talto up iheii' old bevl 
tiio tank, but our parties iVom the walls of the Puttali dr 
them from that, and obliged iheni to run iiilu ilio covertv 
of ilio fort. 'I'lioy left tliree guns in our posiossiun, i 
threw Olliers into the ditch to prevent llicir lulling iiuu 
bands. 

Our loss in ihc.se afllurs was not consldciabie, but our 
vanced parlies were frequently sailieil out ujinn during 
day, and many of our brave fellows were wounded. ' 
flank companies of the (jJtli and of tlie 'Mil N. I. were 
principal snlTerers; they rendered tile cnemy’.s .siiimlioi 
tlic covertway however so uncoinforlablc, that the wli 
body of them moved olffwiiliout their guns) about I- o’et 
in the ftficvnoon. This gave oeca.sion to imoiber brilli 
alFair, which I would give you all the particuliir.s of, 
am afraid have already trespassed oji your patience. S 


























all our pursuits, Ic'aviug Rrig.-gcu. Smith fre¬ 
quently in the rear, iiiul throwing him now and 


fico it 10 say, lluit General Pritzlcr wiih two squadrons, and 
the {tallopcr.s of tlic 22(1 dragoons, aided by Capt. Munro’s 
and Donia Khan’s Ii rogular liorse, got among them at half 
past five, at ilie disianec of six miles from cunip, and left 
8orOOO of thorn dead on the field. 'I'lie party returned 
about 11 o’clock at niglii (|iiilcoxliaMsied ; with few casuivl- 
licsj but scvcnal have since taken place (from wounds and 
lover), and among the rest, that of the lamented Capt. Cliad- 
wick, from a complaint brougln on by excessive fatigue. 

The force was cmph'vod from tlie i lih till the l-Uh in 
pi'C()aratioiis against (he for(, and our baUcries, consisting 
of 8 guns and live mortars, having opened upott a weak pan 
of the rampart, u breach was ciVcctcd in a few hours. 'I’hc 
enemy however did jjot wail untiban a.ssanli was practicnblo. 
but stmi out to say that they had surrcndcied; they wero 
pcrmiltud to remain in the fort until ncxtllnuiningfthc 15lh), 
when they inarched oil' with artns and private property. 
Thoy were about five ov six humired strong; and the field 
army (imderCunput Hao) about six thousand. We found 
about fifty guns in the i)l:ico, some of them, which had 
been carried in from tlio outside,very cxccllonione.s of brass. 
Wo expect now, as there is nothing else to do, to go into 
monsoon quurler.s at Darwar," 

Return of killed and wounded in the field division ofthe 
army before Sholupoor, from the lOih to the I5ih May, 
1818. 

Mis Majesty’s 22d ligitt dragoons: wounded, 1 captain, 
1 rank and file, 8 olliccrs’ liorses, 10 regimental horses; 4 
horses missing. Uciachmenl arhilery: wounded, I gun 
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then oft’the scent altogether*. General Dove- 
ton, however, kept close on his heels, and at 
length pressed him so hard, in April, to the east¬ 
ward of’ Nagporc, that Col. Adams was enabled 
with his force to surprise liis camp, and setting 
smartly upon them effected the dispersion of 
several thousands of Badjcc Row’s adherents, 
killing some and taking considerable quantity 


. iascar. Mis Majesty's flank battalion: killed, 3 rank and 
filcj wounded, I havildar, and 33 rank and file. Kiflcde- 
lachtuent: kUleti, 1 iiavildar; wonndeif 8 rank and file. 
2d baUalion 4th regiment ;M.N. I.: killed, 1 havihlar, and 
3 rank and file; woiindc(l,9 rank and file. 1st bnttalion7th 
regiment Bombay N. I.: killed, 1 rank and filn; wounded, l 
rank and file, 2d battalion dth regiment M. N. 1. ■, killed, 
1 havildar, 4 rank and file; wounded, 2 lieutenants, and 
15 rank and file. Engineer’sUeparlmenf. wounded, 1 lieu, 
tenant.—Total, killed, 3 havildars, and 11 rank and filej 
wounded, I captain, 3 lieutenants, 1 havildar, 77 rank and 
file, 1 gun Iascar, 3 oflicers'horses, 16 regimental horses; 4 
horses missing.—Names of wounded officers; Captain Mid. 
dleion/His Majesty’s 22d dragoons; Lieulenauls Maxtone 
and.Kobenson,2d andOlUrcgiment; l.ieut. Wahab, acting 
in the cngitieer's department, slightly. 

* Badjee Kow was heard to say to his minister, " As for 
Gen. S. I don’t care about him, I can turn him and drop him 
whenever I please; but for that little fellow Gen. D, he 
keeps so close on nie.thall can scarce call a halt my own.’’ 




of property. The PeisUwsih, uow on his last legs, 
struck off to the S. W, and might have been 
again intercepted, liad Gen. Smith taken the 
direction recommended by Gen. Doveton; but 
unfortunately the former officer went, on his 
own intelligence, to the directly opposite (juar- 
ter, and Padjec Row, wheeling up again to the 
northward, bent his steps to the river Taptce, 
and siiortly after moved to the vicinity of As- 
serghur. Gen. Doveton was still close upon 
him, and Sir John Malcolm having now arrived 
with his force from the Narbuclda, had already 
entered upon uegociations with liadjcc Uow for 
his surrender, when Gcii. Doveton arriving in 
that neighbourhood also, and not in possession 
of the actual state of afl'airs at the time, pushed 
on his cavalry towards Asserghur witli a view 
of cutting off a body of Badjee Row’s troops; 
but our cavalry moving somewhat too close to 
Asserghur, they were instantly descried by the 
Killedar Jeswunt Row Lar, who immediately 
oi)cncd .several of his large guns on them, carry¬ 
ing 00 and 701b shot, unci compelled, them to 
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fall, back; and Badjee Row at .this tinia thinking 
hy the report.of the guns that the action had 
already commenced between his own troops 
and Gen. Doveton’s army, quickly moved off 
with a few attendants, and thretv himself into 

the hands of Sir J. Malcolm. Sir J. .Malcolm, 

lowever, on the particulars of the fire hdving 

become kt=o.wn, with his wonted generosity and 

candour, told the Peishwah if he did not wish 
to accept the ter.ns then proposed to him, he 
might nevertheless return to his camp again and 
ttyhis fortune; but Badje. Row was already 

too much knocked up, and his fortunes depressed. 

0 seek shelter or success again in the field, and 
he na y acceded to the terms proposed by ' 
Sir J, Malcolm,-of placing hj^.^lf in the 
amis of the British, but with a pension of 
ght lacs of rupees a year. These terms having 

- “■ <=•■■ »-ve,o„ « hcl, J 

took up Ins monsoon ground at Janinah, the 

e ful havock amongst his troops there also. 
bmJ. Malcolm had now Badjee Row in his 
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possession; and tbc Pcislnvah’s dctaclnnent and 
property being moved towards Sir J.’s camp, 
arrangements were entered into for disbanding 
them to theiv hovnes. The Arabs were the most 
ditVicult to be settled with, and tlicsc fellows 
demanded tlie full pajonent of tlicir arrears be¬ 
fore they would separate, and some delay en¬ 
suing, they sent word to Sir J. Aialcolm, that 
unless they were paid what was due to them, 
they would tittack juul seize both Hadjec 
How himself and his property. Sir John re¬ 
plied, that “if they did not aUcr their tone, he 
would tlraw out his line on them, and compel 
them to a milder strain;” but the Arabs an¬ 
swered that they were not to be frightened 
by menaces, or hy his line, atid that they 
.sliould proceed forthwith to cany their lirst 
threat into execution, unless the money was 
forthcoming; and SirJolmwas at last obliged 
to pay them down from his own treasury up¬ 
wards of half a lac of rupees, when the Arabs 
moved cjuietly off and dispersed themselves. 
Tliere were nearly 1200 Arabs with the Pcish- 
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wall, and possibly Sir John did the wisest llii 
in not trying his hand with the cletadnnent 
had with him at the time, which cov\Ul i 
have much exceeded that number, and we 
with the exception ol’u few artillery-men, < 
tircly Native troops. 

General Doveton’s army at Jaulnah wore i 
allowed a long respite, even during tlm rai 
as disturbances again arose in tlic Nagp' 
country, owing to the designs and plots s 
forming at the Berar court against the Brie 
interests. It soon appeared tliat Appu Sal: 
though replaced on his throne in Decern 
1817, was by no means sincere, or to be rcl 
on, in bis late recantation: towards the mid 
of 1018 it again became necessary to arrest 1: 
in his palace, wlicnce, it was understood, he n 
preparing with his ministers to take tlie field 
no distant period. The consequence of th 
designs at the Berar court was a general i 
nient and rebellion throughout the Nagp 
territory; but these commotions (Chandah i 
Miindclab having ulveady l)ecn reduced) w 

















soon put down Uy the activity of* t))e several 
detachments employed under Colonels Adams, 
Scott, Dowcn, Major Muiit, and otliers; and 
quickly closed all further serious stands against 
our arms in that quarter. Captain Brown, 22d 
Bengal N. I. was the ofiicer deputed by Mr. J. 
to arrest Appa Sahib; and Capt. B. having se¬ 
cured the entrances to ilic palace, he went up 
and found the Rajah in his Zenana, or amongst 
his women, when, communicating Ins mission, 
he was instantly set upon by the whole of the 
women, who surrounded him with shrieks and 
lamentations, and had nearly pulled the whole 
of his clothes from off him; nor was it until 
further aid was rendered from below that he 
was able to withdraw himself and his prisoner. 
The Rajah for the present was kept in close 
confinement; in the mean time several smart 
affairs had occurred between some small detach¬ 
ments of our troops and the enen)y in different 
quarters; but few of tliese deserve any parti¬ 
cular attention beyond the gallant, but unfor¬ 
tunate attack made by Captain Sparkes with a 
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fletaclimciit of 120 Scapovs (Bengal N. 1.) f 
luimevous body of Arabs, who at length ( 
numbering them, and many oi'cuiv men hav 
lalloii killed or'wounded, the Aialjs })u.slic(i 
tlicir advantage, and surrounding Llic party, 
every single man of It to [)ieces. This acl 
the part of the enemy met with a like rctun 
all future operations, and all (]uavtev ccasec 
be given; the enemy were slmt or hanget 
tltey were deleated or brought in, and scar- 
day occurred when some fresh instances or n 
of this barbarous practice on one side or 
other did not attract tlie general car. 

Appa Saifd), liowcvcr, soon managed to f. 
his escort the slip, a few marches from Nag| 
on Ifis way to Bengal. Captain B. and a 
tachment B. N. I. composed the escort; and 
Rajah, having contrived to l)rihe over, or see 
some of the Seapoys, and dre.s.sing himself 
suit of their clothes with a belt and mnstj 
quitted his tcut of confinement, passing 
with the other relieved Seapoys, and taking 
post in tlic ranks. The Native ofliccr c 




























ing on ciuty, went into the tent, agreeably to 
usage, to see that his prisoner was safe, and 
entering the sleeping apartment, he there ob¬ 
served tile attendants shampooing wliat he con- 
eeived to be the Rajah, the attendants beckon¬ 
ing to him at the same time not to make a noise 
as the Maharaj was asleep. 

The following morning, however, he found 
that the Rajah was gone, and that what he took 
for the Rajah in the bed, was nothing more 
than a long pillow placed there liy the servants. 
It seems that seven of the 22ikI Bengal Native 
'Infantry went off with him that night; and 
shortly after several more of the same corps, 
with some of the 0th B. N. C. also deserted, 
and attaclied themselves to his fortune. Cap¬ 
tain ]l. was tried by a Court Martial, but ac¬ 
quitted on the grounds that his conduct, and the 
line of restraint on the prisoner, was prescribed 
and limited by Mr. J.’s written instructions to 
him. The Rajah’s flight, however, put us to con¬ 
siderable expense and inconvenience j nor have 
we to this day been able to secure liiin. He 


took his (lii'cctiou lo the iioi-th-w'cst of Nag- 
porp ; and the heavy rains liaving set in iniinc- 
diately after his escape, collecting about him 
us many of his followers and atlhcrcnts as he 
covdd, he remained until the setting in of the 
fine weather in the beginning of 1010, amongst 
the liills in the vicinity of the source of 
tile Taptpc river; thence starting in Pchrunry 
1819, he made for Asscrglmr and flying from 
that also has never been beard of since. Unt 
of this we shall speak presently. The general 
opinion is, that he lias turned a pilgrim in Ilin- 
dostan, and he has been comforted by the Ib’a- 
mius, witli the prediction tliut he must remain in 
that state for seven years, when he will snccccd 
to his crown again. At Nagpovc, measures 
were now taken, as bad been long since at 
Pooiudi, to supply tlic places of .Badjee Row 
and Appa Sahib, the former by one of the 
SAtara family, and the latter by Racojec 
Bhoohsla of the Berar branch, both of whom 
were willing to accept tlicir siulden elevation 
and crowns on our own terms. 'Dic-sc states 
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liavc since ^assumed an order iincl peace of 
thingSj that had been formerly unknown to 
them; and the names of Badjee Row and Appa 
Saliib have scarcely now a place in the inincls 
or adections of their people, who seem one and 
all to exult at the riddance of their own despots, 
and to hail with gratitude the dawn of a just 
government, and of certain security to their 
properties. 

Wc shall now resume the operations of the 
army, consecpicnt upon fthc Hight of Appa 
Sahib, and bringing matters to a final termina¬ 
tion, in the reduction of tl)e ixunnining posts 
along the Taptec, towards the close of 1818, 
and ill the last blow to tlie campaign by the 
fall of Assergbuv itself. Gen. Doveton’s ser¬ 
vices being now no longer required in the 
affairs of Nagpore, he fell back with part"* of 
his force on Ellichpore, where lie recruited his 
army with a short rest. He had previously, 
however, increased Mr. Jenkins’s means to- 

♦ 2 brigades horse artillery j 1 do. Toot do. i ^ com- 
panie.s Royal Scots; 2nd and 7lh M. N. C.; I2ih and I7th 
L. I.; 7th N. I.; 1 battalion Pionears. 


wards restoring j>cacc to the disturbed j)i( 
vinccs, in tlic flank companies M. K. II. tl: 
3rd and I6’th L. L and a corps of cavalry, s 
that all commotion liad been entirely allaye< 
and tbc several <lctachmcnls out bad retuvue 
into cantonment by the beginning of Dcccn 
]jcr 10J8. Several of these corps, particular! 
t,he lOtii L. N. I. sulfcred .severely from tl: 
jungle fevers, during their slay in the hills. 

We turn again to Khandcish. Towards Octr 
l)cr 1818, the monsoon being over, the Hon. M 
lilphiustou had made a requi^sitiorl to the 13on 
bay government for two Native corps, to rclicv 
the troops in Kliamlei.sh; but the whole of tl; 
Native troops of that pro.sidcncy being alrcad 
employed, II. M. bTth under Col. Iluskisso 
was ordered into that country, and after a mo 
distressing and tedious march, of nearly t\v 
months, the regiment reached Malligawm carl 
in November, scarce a man in the corps wb 
could call Itinisclf master of a second suit c 
clothes. The sick* of the camp, as might 1: 
expected, kept pace with these severities; tb 
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tents furnished to ti»c European regiments on 
the Bombay' establishment are the same as those 
served out to the Native corps, and are al¬ 
together ill adapted and unfit for the liealth 
or coinlort of any troops, inucli less of Euro¬ 
peans, whom we should at all events shelter 
from the extremes of licat and cold, and thus 
jirescrve, as long as vve can, the most valuable 
pan of our army. On Col. Huskisson’s arrival 
in Khandeish, he of course assumed command 
of the troops as senior ofiiccr, and the force*, 
a few (lays after the junction of tljc G7th, was 
put in motion for Amuluair, where we arrived 
on the 29th of November. This fort belonged 
to the Rajah of Berar, and is situated on the left 
bank of a sinall river that runs into the Taptee, 
and about 20 miles from Talnair. The jdace 
was occupied by Arabs, wlio, on seeing such au 
immense foice coming down for the reduc¬ 
tion of their little hold, soon sent out two 

* n.IVI.07th Rogt.j wing M.E.Regt.j I 2nd N. f; 2 - 

I3ih N.-I. t — 5lh Bombay N. I.; and ballcring-train under 
Col.Crosdill. 




Jeiniclars to treat for the surreiulcr of the 
place on the |)aymcMt of their arrears. Captain 
Briggs, previously to the arrival of the force, had 
offered 20,000 rupees tq the Arabs to ({uit the 
place, but they replied that they were soldiers, 
and would not surreiulcr unless to a superior 
force. Col. IL was very short with them;—he 
tuld them he would give them until sun-set to 
surrender unconditionally ; and that if they did 
not do*so, he should commence operations the 
following morning; telling them at the same 
time, that he would receive no fartlicr messages 
from tlicm, unless with the surrcmlcr of thc' 
place; and that, if any of tliein came into his 
cmnp without permission, he would confine 
them. Tile Jeniidars returning, intimated to 
their companions the result of their visit; but 
the Arabs, still wishing to hang on for some kind 
of terms, sent out another mission towards tlic 
evening, whom Col. M. ordered to he con¬ 
fined, as he had warned them in the morning. 
Arrangements were made in the mean time for 
the attack of the Pettah on tlic morning of the 
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30ili, wliilst Col. I\I‘Dowell was to have co- 
opeiatetl on the left, opposite the fort, in the 
same service. The Civil Commissioner was 
present whilst the phm of attack was made out, 
and had retired, no doubt anticipating in his 
own mind that the Arabs would be- made aji 
example of, and rue the day that they tlarcd to 
treat his presence or authority with indignity. 
He was however, we arc glad to say, entirely 
disappointed. The Arabs inside, suspecting by 
the long aljsence of their last deputation, that 
matters were not going on well, prudently sent 
out a third message to Major Jardinc of the 5ih 
B. N. I., offering unconditional surrender, and 
hogging that he would communicate tl)e same 
to Col. H. : this was of course done by Major 
J.,and Col. H. consequently deferred all further 
arrangements for tlie attack, wlien early the fol¬ 
lowing morning, matters being settled, the gar¬ 
rison, to the amount of about 120, turned out 
and grounded their ai'Jiis. The fort consists of 
a solid moulnd of earth of about JOO yards 
square, and 50 feet in height, with 4 towers at 
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the angles, these with tlie curtains being fa 
with brick and stone, hut in many parts i 
decayed state. The gateway is to the north 
sitle protected by a distinct work, and hav 
three gateways; but this lower work in it 
j)osscsses no great^ strength ; and the princ 
dilhculty in taking the place would, be 
ascent up the mound, which is by a nar 
passage,flunked and commanded by some sm? 
works, and terminating at the top by a stv 
gateway.—The small fort of Bahauderporc 
lowed -the example of Amulnair, the follon 
day, by surrendering to us; and. Licnt.-coh 
IVrDowcll, with the battcrijig train and 
detachment of M. E. K., marched early in 
cember for Jaulnah, Col. Huskisson resun 
liis former ground at Malligawm. Thus 
minated the entire reduction of Khaiuh 
from which we shall now look to the Navbu 
side. 

The detachments under Col. Adams, Lie 
cols. Scott and Popham, being now, in Dee 
her IflIO, in readiness to move into tlie 1 
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attei- A[>j>a Saliib and his followers, General 
Doveton likewise moved from Ellichpove to 
the West, to stand by in that quarter for any 
exigency that might turn up; and coming to 
the Dhool Ghaut, he drew up there, detaching 
Lleut.-coh Pollock with 12th L. I., 2nd N, C., 
and four tJ*poundcrs, for the reduction of GiU 
pee Amnair, situated about 50 miles from tlie 
Dhool Gliaut, and at the conflux of the rivers 
Tapteo and Goorga; and the detachment M. 
E. U. with two IS-poundcrs and two howit* 
zers, arriving shortly afterwards in Gen, D.’s 
camp, these also were detached under Lieut.- 
col. Crosdill to support Licut.-col. P.; on tlie 
arrival of which before Gilpcc Amnair, and 
after a'few shells thrown into the fort, the 
enemy abandoned it on that night, crossing the 
Taptcc by a ford unknown to us, and escaping 
into the jungles. The fort is situated upon a 
bed of rocks washed by the Taptcc to tire west, 
and bythe Goorga to the soutli, and is very 
strong on both these sides; but towards the 
cast and north it possesses no strength whatr 





















ever beyond a common wall, and which might 
be escaladcd at any part; there is no ditch, and 
the gateway at the N. E. angle is sini])ly 
protected by a small out-work in front: of it. 
Licut.-coi. Crosdiil, after its reduction, i-e- 
tuvned to Gen. D.’s camp, and Liciit.-col. P. 
reinforced by the detachment M. E. 11. halted 
for a few days at Dhar, and thence crossing the 
Taptce, reached Piplaond on the 5th Pcbrmiry, 
where we took up our ground iir front of the 
, village, having our advanced piquet on the 
main road to Asserghur, distant about 1‘1 miles. 
Towards the evening of that day, Licnt.-col, 
Pollock received a note froni Licut.-col. Poj)luun 
on tlic Narhudda, stating that news had bOL’ii 
brought him of some pcoj)lc <lvcsscd like Sca- 
poys having quitted the post in the hills wlierc 
Appa Sahil) was, with a view of dispo.sing of a 
number of jewels at Asserghur, and that they 
had been seen passing such a village at such a 
date. About two hovivs after this a body of 
horse came down the road on which our piquet 
was posted ; but, ou seeing these, they quickly 
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tinned about and vclrcatcd. Some of the ca¬ 
valry piquet, however, followed tlieni,*and suc¬ 
ceeded in taking two of them jirisoncrs; and 
these at length acknowledged that it was the 
escort of Appa Sahib that passed, and that he 
(the Rajah) was not 40 yards in their rear when 
they came on onr piquet; that Chectoo, the Pin* 
darree, was with him as his guide; and that 
they had been marching for the preceding nine 
days without a Italt. The troops were itn- 
mcdialcly put in motion at 11 p. m. and broke 
off in different parties for the pursuit; but Chce- 
too succeeded in escaping them all by a by¬ 
path, and conducted his charge in safety early 
tl}e following morning into Asserghnr, where 
he was cordially received by the Killcdar Jes- 
wunt How Lar, And Licut.-col. Pollock’s dc- 
tacliinciit having moved its ground to Sewell, 
and the following day dividing into two de- 
taolimcnts to intercept the followers, we went 
several routes, and took up from 50 to 60 
prisoners between that and the llth Febfuavy 
—amongst these six Scapoys of the Bengal scr- 























vice. Tlircc of tliesc, taken on the t)tli rcbi’ii 
wore tried by a chum-iicad coiirt-ninitial, 
sentenced to be blown away from guns; 
never did men meet their fate witli greater 
titudeaiid resignation, each of them movin'^ 
with a steady pace, and taking his ground 
positc his allotted gnu. Three more, takci 
the tub, suffered the same fate, and me 
with equal composiirc and firmness; om 
these was a man of the Clh B. N. C. w 
horse, accoutrements, &c. were taken i 
Gen. Malcolm was nosv close at hand 1 
Mmullcssa on the Narlnulda with his det 
incut, having come closvn witit orders ti 
mitted fvomScindeah and the Governor-gci 
to displace the Killcdar of /Vsserghnr for the 
mcr insult offered to the British goverur 
in firing on Gciu Dovetou’s detucluncnt; 
Sir John had no idea at this time that I 
Sahib had been received into the fort, 
therefore, an.xious to cfiect; his (Jeswunt Re 
removal in as easy and gentle a way as poss 
he sent au invitation to the Killcdar to 
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him ill Ills camp, sending at the same time a 
passport tor liini to pass through Col. P.’s de¬ 
tachment. Jeswunt Row, however, seemed to 
Imvc l)ccn apprised of the nature of the visit, 
and returned a polite answer to Sir .T. Malcolm, 
adding, that he had not clothes as yet made fit 
to sec him in, but promised in a few days to wait 
u\iQn him :—this wtis a mere pretence of the 
Killcdar, and Sir John was at length fully 
satisfied that Appa Sahib was in the fort, as 
also of the liostilc intention of Jeswunt Row 
Lar—at least of bis determination to defend the 
])ost. Gen. Doveton’s force had now moved 
round from Hewkera, opposite tlic Dhool Ghaut 
(where we left him), towards Bcrhamporc; ami 
he in the mean time ordered up the battering- 
train from Jaulnah, communicating likewise 
with the Residents at Poonah and Nagpore fpr 
the battering-trains of these places, the whole 
of which, together with the G7th regiment 
from Khaiidcish, and a wing of the Royal Scofs 
under Col. Prascr, with other troops from Nag¬ 
pore, had assembled together in Gen. D. s camp 
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early in March. The Saugur train, with .a 
division of the Beftga! army under General 
Watson, was also expected loinul. Sir John 
Malcolm in the mean time lost no opportunity 
Or argumciUs to prevail upon Jcswiint Row to 
deliver up Appa Salnl) and to permit his in¬ 
tended successor to assume charge of Asserghur, 
ile was told hy Sir John, that tl)e Britislj govern¬ 
ment had no wish whatever to take possession 
of the place; that their only object was to 
remove him (Jeswunt Row) for the insult 
formerly offered to the British force in the 
vicinity of tiiat fortress, but now aggravated to 
a criminal hostility on Ins part by his recep¬ 
tion of Appa Sahib, thus publicly identifying 
himself with the enemies of the British govern* 
ineiU. That, notwithstanding all these insults, 
the British government were still anxious to 
preserve their alliance and faith unsuspected 
and unbroken with Scindeah; that he (Jeswunt 
Row) had the only opportunity now left of 
saving hi.s own fortune, and possibly his life, 
as also of prc.scrving for his master the ancient 
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and sacred fort of Asscrgliar. Jcswuiit Ilow 
returned to Sir John many polite acUiiowlcdgc- 
niciits for his advice; he still denied that Appa 
Sahih was in the fort, and added that he did not 
believe that Scindcah ever wished or intended 
to remove liim from the command of the fort. 
He added, that he looked upon Asserghuras lus 
government, which he had held since its for¬ 
mer cession by the British in 1B03; and in sliort, 
that he could not think of delivering up the 
.fort to any other person. Sir John, finding all 
endeavours at an amicable arrangement to l)c 
fruitless, intimated on the iCth of March to 
Brig.-gen. D. that northing now remained to be 
done, but the application of force to reduce llic 
KiUedar to submisson. 

Asserghur is situated about 14 miles directly 
north of the Taptee ri.ver! it stands surrounded 
by hills on every side, and vises fioin its owh bed 
of small hills, in a rock somewhat resembling 
those of UnkieTunkic and Trimlnick. Tlie scarp, 
however, is not so high, nor is it carried rounri 
with .sncivicgularity; and towards the N. E. angle 
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it seems to have ceased altogether, or at laxi 
have fallen on’so far as to have rendered the h 
of art necessary to strengthen it At that ai 
two retaining walls are built for that purj; 
from a projecting point at the N. K. angle to 
slope on the opposite scarp : one of these w 
the upperone, is carried in a line with the ir 
defences; and ilic lower wall seems me 
intended as an abutment or support to 
upper one, both of these, with the dinicull 
the ground beneath, rendering that part ah 
inaccessible, even admitting the walls to 
breached. The scarp on the cast and s( 
face is the deepest, and l.hc ground thcrcal 
more open than to the west and south. Nc 
opposite the retaining walls there is a projee 
ilal hill, with the remains of some old build 
on it, and seemingly an outpost, in Ibnncr d 
of Asserghur. It was on this hill that 
batteries in 1803, under Col. Stevenson, 
been erected, when the fort surrendered^ 
this place of course now became an dig 
position for the ensuing operations. The s 
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to tlie south and west is not above 100 feet 
deep, when it terminates on a second flat, on 
these sides, a-nd which, inclosed by a lofty and 
strong wall, and carried to nearly one half of the 
northern side, where it meets the scarp again, 
forms a second and distinct work from the top. 
The passage from the top to tins second work 
is by a narrow staircase, strengthened hy several 
strong gateways; and the descent* from the 
second work lo Tslallyghur is a little to the left 
of the upper gateway, having also a sally-port 
hy a subterraneous passage, thatissucsout much 
lower down on tiic side of the hill. The work 
of Mallyghiir is formed hy a chain of works 
running from llic S. W. corner of the third 
work, and carried round, in a circuit of nearly 
a mile and a half, to the north side of the hill, 
where it joins also tltc second work in that 
quarter. The Pettah lies iinmcdialcly to the 
N. W. of Mallyghur, and is in part embraced 
by that work, parlicnlarly towards its gateway, 
M'hich stands at the extreme recess or angle of 
a deep ravine, with two tongues of Mallyghur 





















runnino; to the riftht and left of it. io the 
west, the ap])roachcs are extremely difficult, 
beiiif^' through the most dreadful ravines, and 
over l)}I]s thickly covered with jungle, and 
haunted by thousands of tigers, from 'fear of 
wl)ich alone travellers seUloin move about, 
unless in large bodies, through these fastnesses. 
Tijcrc was scarcely a ilay wljcn some of our fol¬ 
lowers and people were not carried off by them; 
even our troopers, in carrying expresses, were 
Attacked, and on one occasion one. of them 
struck off' his horse and carried away. The 
tigers shew themselves, generally, early.in t)te 
morning and towards the evening, retiring to 
their dens during the heat of the day. 

Brig.*gcn. D. bad now with l)im a wing of H. 
M. Royal Scots, a wing of II. M, 30th legt., II. 
M. 67th regt., the M. E. R., witli the 2d, 3d, and 
7th M.N. C. a battalion of 7th N. I. the 12th 
and 17th L. I. with the flank companies of tlie 
1st N. I.; and under Sir John Malcolm 
the 6tli M. N. I. first 14th N. I. with two 
Bombay corps ; whilst •Brig.-Gen. Watson with 
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three Bengal corps and a cavalry corps were close 
at hand. On the 17th the orders for the attack 
on the Pettah were issued, which was to take 
place on the morning- of the lOth at day-ljreak: 
tliG advance to be commanded by Licut.-col. 
Fraser with the wing of the R. S., flank compa¬ 
nies of theSOth, 07 th, and M. E. R., with detach¬ 
ments of the 12th and 17 th I.. K ; the reserve 
under Major Dalrymple, H. M. 30th regt. with 
a detail of that corps, the C7tli, the M. E. R., 
aud the vemaiuclev of the light corps. Early on 
•the morning of the lOth, tlic signal of attack 
was given by Sir J. Malcolm by a few shells 
from the camel howitzers, Sir J. M. being 
situated nearly to the north of Asserghur and 
Gen. D. to the westward of it;, and the attack¬ 
ing columns, advancing from their posts in the 
Boolty Kciar Nullah, soon reached the gate¬ 
way of the Pettah, and made tlicinselves mas¬ 
ters of it without any opposition, the enemy hav¬ 
ing abandoned it, and taken themselves to the 
■ lower work, or Mallyghur. The head of our 
party presyng liowevcv upon the enemy too 







impetuously towanls the galeway, they W( 
compelled to fall back in some disorder, a 
take shelter in the Tettah ; the enemy by t 
time having opened the upper guns of tlie 1< 
and a heavy sliowcr of matchlocks and rockt 
upon onr troops below. Licut.-coh Fraser .sc 
got his troops under shelter in the houscs.of 
Pettah, occupying the main .street, and harric 
ing the nearer ends of the side streets that 
nearly at right angles with one of the faces 
Mallyghiir. The firing was kept up during 
whole of the 10th, by which time Col. Fraser' 
time to cstabli.sh his different posts and pi{[i 
for the defence of the Pettah. There was a sv 
rising ground to tlic left of the Petlali that 
been taken possession of by us, and cxcitcil 
great degree the jealousy of the enemy, who 1< 
a constant and hot fire upon this spot, compcll 
the pioneers to abandon their work upoi 
towards mid-day on the 1.9th. This post 
occupied by a small party of the 67th regin 
under a subaltern, with a reserve of the M. F. 
under a suballeni also at the bottom; and 






























our neiuest post to the gateway of Mallyghur, 
i)iit to the left of it. Towards sunset on tliat 
evouing a smart firing' was suddenly opened 
upon this post, at wliich Lieut.-colonel Fraser 
liappened to bo at the moment when the alarm 
was given that the enemy were advancing, 
and Col. F. fell buck towards the main body at 
a considerable di.stance down the Pettah street. 
Ihe alarm was scarcely given, when a body of 
Arabs appeared on the right of the little hill, 
and firing a volley into that post, put the troops 
in it into some confusion: these however, with 
the party at the l)ottom, giving an irregular 
volley on the Arabs, charged on the lull again, 
and compelled them to quit it; hut some of tlie 
enemy taking to the right ofthc post, intercepted 
Lieut.-col. Fraser, with two other officers in his 
company, in the street, and firing, killed the 
former. A simultaneous attack had been made 
by the Arabs on our centre and right in the 
Pettah; aiul the troops being taken unawares 
jit the time, considerable confusion ensued for a 
moment; but they were quickly rallied, and the 
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Arabs driven back to the very gateway, losing 
ill this affair two Jemidars and 15 men, while 
our loss was only Col. Fraser and one private 

soldier,with Lieut. Adare(67th)andafewprivatcs 

wounded. During the onset of the Arabs the 
enemy opened the whole of their guns from the 
hill, with rockets, gingalls,&c.; and this sortie 
by the Arabs was as well planned, and as hand¬ 
somely executed, as any incident during the 
whole campaign. Through some oversight or 
other, we neglected barricading the off instead 
of the near ends of the streets, which gave the 
enemy an opportunity of taking possession in 
small parties of those houses nearest their work, 
when as above, linding every thing quiet, they 
dashed into the thick of us, and the chances 
are, tliat had there not been so large a comple¬ 
ment of Europeans (about 350), the Pettah 
would have been taken. Sir John Malcolm 
was now reinforced on his side (N. W.) by the 
M. E. R. a detachment of H. M. 67tli regt, the 
7th N. I. and the Nagpore battering train ; and 
batteries being constructed, Sir John opened on 
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tile lower work of Mallyghur on the fiOtli, 
Ihig-.-^cii. Doveton at this time moving loiintl 
to tlic soutii of Assergluir, and taking up his 
ground to the N. E. of that place at about tliree 
miles distance, A battery of six 18-|>oundcrs 
was opened on the PetUh side by Sir J. M. 
early on the 21stj hut our magazine in that quar¬ 
ter, tiiroug’h want of arrangement and a slovenly 
and culpahlc neglect, blew up from the Hre of 
our own guns, carrying and dispersing nearly 
150 of oLir own troops, of wliomUO were killed, 
about SO afterwards diet!, and the remainder were 
Wounded and burnt in tlic most drcadiid man¬ 
ner. There were between 300 and 360 bar¬ 
rels of powder ill that magazine, which was 
thrown to the left of tlic battery, but neither 
secured from accident nor finished as it ought to 
have been, when after a few rounds from our 
guns it blew up as above. The J6th Bengal 
N. I. .sufiered the most from tliis accident, hav¬ 
ing only seven men out of 112 for duty on the 
evening of that day; the M. E. 31. likewise 
sufiered smartly in it, an ofiiccr and several 
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men being badly wounded. Wluil renders this 
lamentable occurrence tlic more culpable is, 
that several, infantry oilicevs, long before the 
battery opened, pointed out the state of the 
magazine, a quantity of loose powder lying 
about at its mouth; and independent of this, 
about 150 more barrels of powder thrown care¬ 
lessly in the rear of the batleiy just as tl)cy 
came from the cam}) with the gunny bags on 
them, so that had a single shot of the enemy 
struck one of. these barrels, the whole must have 
•blown up and destroyed every one about it. 
Brig.-gcn. Dovctoji ordered an in([uiry to be 
instituted into the business, but the report was 
never published; it seems, liowcvcr, tiuit a preci¬ 
pitate and unnecessary zeal and hurry to open 
the battery was the principal cause of the cata- 
stroplie: this is the best and tlic only apology to 
be offered for it. This was the second accident 
that occurred in that way within a few months : 
the formci-, with a detachment before a small 
fort under Brig.-gcn. Watson; and the pre¬ 
sent, in tlie artillery branch under Sir J. Mai- 
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colm. The enemy, during the confusion caused 
by the above explosion, opened several of their 
guns upon us in that battery, killing and wound¬ 
ing a few men likewise. That battery with 
others renewed their practice on the lower work, 
orMallyghur, which was breached at the east¬ 
ern angle of the wall, which is carried nearly in 
a direct line up the side of the hill, and joins 
the second tier of works to the left of its gate¬ 
way. Some mortars and howitzers also opened 
upon Maliyghur and-the summit of the hill; 
and Sir J. M. about the27thselected anew post 
to the S. W. of Asserghur, on the top of a hill 
coinmaiuling Mallyghiuv and, having placed a 
couple of 12-pounclcrs and a few howitzers 
tljcre, quickly caused tlic enemy to diminish 
their numbers in the lower works and ravines, 
and withdraw to the top. In tlic mean time 
another battery had been constructed to tlic 
S. W. of Maliyghur on the plain, for the pur¬ 
pose of elfectiug- a corresponding brcacli with 
that beforementioned at the eastern angle of it; 
and both these breaches being reported piacti- 




























suit, withdrew themselves From Mullyghur the 
evening preceding the intended attack, and 
betaking their steps to tlic .summit oF the hill, 
wc got ([uict possession oF il. By this time 
Brigvgen.D.’s batteries, on the projecting rising 
ground opposite the retaining wall to the N. E. 
were in readiness, and thice batteries ol from 
20 to 20 guns, mortars, and howitzers, oi)Cne(l 
at nearly the same time upon the base oF the 
retaining wall, the dcFcnees, upon the guns, and 
the top of the hill, the enemy during this 
time keeping up a constant fire, but with 
much more noise than efioct; and the retaining 
wall itsclF at length having come down, and 
the moment For storming close at hand, Jes- 
wunt Row seemed to have thought better of it, 
and on the morning of the 0th of April, sent 
down a message to Sir J, M., that he was willing 
to treat; and coming down a little after hinisclF, 
surrounded by his hircanahs and spcar-inen, who 
called aloud the titles and licroism oF Jeswunt 



miUler terms horn Gen. D., urging every ex¬ 
pression of the most abject servility, even em¬ 
bracing the General’s knees, to prevail on him 
to modify tl)e terms; but to no purpose, Gen. 
D. telling him that he had until the morning of 
the 9th to think of the unconditional surrender, 
which if not acceded to, he should recommence 
hostilitic.s. JeswuntRow, finding that nothing 
was now left liiai, agreed to the terms; and the 
garrison, to the number of about 1300 men, (of 
whom about 400 were Arabs, Mukrannees, and 
Seedeesj) turned o\it the next morning, and laid 
down their arms in front of the line. On visit¬ 
ing the top of Asserghur, we were disappointed 
in every resjicet, both with regard to the works 
qs well as to the guns and magaijincs. There 
were scarcely four guns on the works that were 
really sewiccable, nor had the enemy provisions 
to have lasted them a fortniglit longer, nor 
powder for four days furtliev expenditure; thus 
this far-boasted fortress, thought so much of, 
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;iml deemed to be impicgnaldc, t'cU lo us, w 
the loss of one olbccr, and about <)5 men kil 
and wounded; for we cannot include in the 
casualties of the siege the wretched suffei 
who fell in the explosion of the inagazinc, 
the 21st of Marcli. 

We have omitted heretofore all mention 
tlie.Arabs, their particular chanictcr, &c.: Ici 
look back a little to them. There are perh{ 
no troops in the world that will make a stou 
or more determined stand to their posts tl 
the Arabs* They arc entirely unacejuaiu 
with military evolution, and undisciplined; 
every Aval) has a ))vidc, and heart of his o\ 
that never forsakes him as long as he has I 
to stand' on. They are naturally brave, 
possess the greatest coolness, and quickness 
sight: hardy and fierce through habit, and b 
to the use of the matchloclc'iVom their boyho 
they attain a precision and skill in the use of 
that would almost exceed belief, bringing do 
or wounding the smallest object at a cousid 
ble distance, and not unfrccjucntly birds wit 
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single bullet. Tliey are generally armctl with a 
inatclilock, a couple of swords, with 3 or 4 small 
daggers stuck in front of their belt, and a shiclti. 
On common occasions of attack and defence, 
they lire hut one but when liard pressed 

-at the breach, they drop in two, three, and four 
at a time, from their mouths, always carrying 
in them from B to 10 bullets, wliich arc of a 
small size. We n)ay calculate upon the whole 
number of Arabs in the service of the Peishwah 
and the Ikrar Rajah, at the utmost at 0000 
jnen, a loose and undisciplined body, but every 
man of them a tough and hardy soldier. It 
was to the Arabs alone tho.se Princes looked, 
and placed their depcndance on. Their own 
trooj)s fled and abandoned them, seldom or ever 
daring to meet our smallest detacinnent. No¬ 
thing can exceed the horror and alarm witli 
which some of our Native troops view the 
Arabs. 'They will meet and fight them in tlic 
open day under their own officers; but, if at¬ 
tacked by night, if detached from their Euro¬ 
pean officers, and even under their Native officers, 
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ov onij)loyc(l iw (ici’cncc (>( a post agaiust u w 
or other attack, the}’ (piickly become pn 
struck, aiul \\y in every tlirectioiu We have 
of late many instances of this hiniciUable 
base spirit amongst some of ov\r Native cc 
These arc unpleasant reports to he announ 
but we arc sorry to say they arc no less f 
Oiir Native army requires to be looked 
more tlian any other branch of our systen 
India; it sliould be weeded of sticks and 
(lows of men; and we should employ and oi 
tain, in the best service in tlic world to tl 
men wbo could be relied upon on serious o 
sions« Rut in the present system, throng 
the whole Indian Native army, there are at 
,‘200 men in each battalion, select corps 
cepted, unfit altogether for the posts they ai 
and for the purposes for which the state n 
tains them. Our Native Army is the most fr 
of the military branch in India, and will be 
first to crack and fall to pieces under trial, 
should turn ouv attention to the intvoductic 
a Imrdicr race of troops for our many thai 































niajortLy orour Nativii troops at presentarc. Wc 
shon'id look to the coast of Africa, to Abyssinia, 
Aludagascar, the Malay Islands, and even to 
the West Indies : corps of this description, dis- 
cii)rmed as European corps, without any intei- 
inediatc class of officers, which is a flaw in our 
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Indian army, would shew themselves soldiers 
in contest as well as on the parade. Let us only 
look to a few incidents, and indeed, exce))t- 
ing Mahidporc and the attack made hy Goek- 
liili at Ashtee^ the principal occurrences in the 

Coclduh, who fell at A8htce, Iia»l been forincily a com¬ 
mander of a hotly of horse atlachcti lo ihc force uatlcr ihc 
of Wo)liJiglon> llion Sir A. Wellesley, lio had dislin- 
guished himself on many occasions, and was honoured by 
the marked aitcnliou and confidence of the above illustri¬ 
ous personage ; so far even as lo have driven over the field 
of Assyo in llic curricle with SirA.W., audio have re¬ 
ceived every,icstimouy of his approbation; nor was the 
regard and admiration ofSir J.M. less tolho above veteran. 
Sir J. on his visit to Poonah in July 1817, had uii iiucrviow 
with Gocklai), who was iljon falling into the traps and de¬ 
signs of Badjeo Row, and, surrounded by Brainins, was 
solely occupied in his attentions lo them. Sir J. asked him, 
“Wiiat, Gockiali, arc you now spending your life amongst 
Jlraniins, instead of i'ollowing up your former noble and 
)>romi8ing post in the army." GocklaU replied but little, 























26 B 


late campaign*; ami we must acknowledge that 
tile odds wore, if any thing, against us, wherever 
we met with anything like opposition, and wher¬ 
ever our enemies shewed their faces instead of 
tlicir backs to us. At Nagpore, in Nov. 1017, the 
Arabs alone attacked us o.n the defemie', and re¬ 
duced us to the last extremity, when we were 
saved by Capt. F.’s charge. Tlie Arabs at¬ 
tacked us at Corygawni, and would have cer¬ 
tainly destroyed us had not the Peishwah with¬ 
drawn his troops on Gcii. Smith’s approaclf. 
The Arabs kept Gen. D. at bay with his whole 

cnying he was gottihg oh), and tired of active life. Ho 
shortly al\cr put himself at the liead of a body of horse j uinl 
is .said to have (old the Peisluvali, that he tvould drive every 
rarcengee over the Ghauts before a monlli should elapse. 

* We have to thank ourselves for the schooling and dis¬ 
ciplining of the Hollor artillery, in Iho discharge of n 
pan of our Native artillery at the dose of the former 
IVIahratia war,contrary to Marquis W.'s and Lord Lake's ad¬ 
vice, and who of course, without support, were compelled to 
have recourse to the Native powers in the profier of their 
services, which were immediately welcomed and 'ac¬ 
cepted. Hence that anilery attained an height of disci¬ 
pline and smartness of .service equal to otsr own, and in every 
particular hud their guns, ammunition, &c, as well furnished 
and prejiared as ours. 


arniy at Nagporc for several rlays, repulsing otir 
attack at the breach, and they gained their 
fullest terms. The Arabs worsted us for a 
mouth at Maliygawin, and saved their credit. 
They teni^ed the iSurat authorities bj' tbeir 
fame alone. They gained their terms of mone)- 
from SirJ. M, at Asscrgliur. They maintained 
to the last for their Prince their post at Amnlnair, 
ami nobly refused to be brought over there- 
They attacked iis htavcly, hut unfortunately, 
at Talnair. They attacked Capt. Sparkes de¬ 
tachment on the defence, and destroyed it. 
Tliey attacked a battalion of tlie I4th M. N. I. 
with two 6-pounclers, and compelled them to 
seek shelter in a village; and they gave us a 
furious wind-up at Asserghur. Yet the whole 
of these Arabs were not 6000. Separate now 
the above from the whole of the achievements 
in the late war, and we shall only find the Ma- 
hidporc artillery well served, and a handsome 
charge made by Gocklah on our cavalry. At 
tlie other affairs of Nagpore, Poonah, Jub- 
bulpore, Mundclah, Chandah, and Sholaporc, 
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which stands above all these latter, al 
were alarmed about was that the enemy w 
not stand, and leave us something to 
against. IFoiir only object is to preserve 
Natives of India itself in due subordiimtic 
our government, the Native army is fully 
ficicnt and efficient. But we must now 
to the possibility of hardier contests 
have now got our advance upon the hordt 
serious and brave nations. We shall in ] 
every day become the envy of Europe 
and more; let us, therefore, with its rcson 
and al the present favourable crisis, apph 
attention <lircctly to that on which alone 
safety of India depends — the ciUcicucy ( 
armies. In the furtherance of this dcsi 
object, we must set a.sicle all private bias 
prejudice to our service. We must spea 
ourselves, and acknowledge that a much lii 
reputation and lustre has been given to 
military exploits in India than tlicy mei 
We have dojic as much as was to be doi 
the late campaign, but little to what n 
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have been expected in such a coniest. Let us, 
thcrefoi'c, be on our guard not to be hurried 
away by mere blaze for effect, or to rest satisfied 
that in the event of a future and serious trial 
our Native army would be found the same in 
such a crisis as they have always carried them¬ 
selves in India—constantly victorious, and con¬ 
stantly successful. A change of enemy may 
possibly occur; and in such a revolution, should 
t)iey be at all on a footing with us, we shall 
find, possibly too late, the fallacy of the Native 
army; and that all our discipline, goodness, and 
care of them, cannot alter the common fatality 
and weakness of their natures. But on our 
army in India we shall possibly enlarge more 
hereafter. 

Jeswunt Row Lur, even on the surrender, 
denied that A])pa Sahib had been in the fort at 
all; but we had much better authority from 
the evidence of some of the prisoners, and it 
appeared that Appa Sahib had escaped from the 
tort about ten days before we got possession of 
it. The fall of Asserghur may be said to have 
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been the last or finishing i)lo\v to thccainpj 
and the whole army shortly after broke ii| 
their several destinations and cantonments; 
we since find that the Marijuis ol Hastings 
dccidefl upon keeping Asserghur in our 
possession, which will, no doubt, liave 
best effects in tranquillizing the neighboii 
country; and l)cing in fact the key of 
Dcckan, it must at all times l)o a place ofj 
importance. 

We shall now conclude by a few gci 
observations on the close of the campi 
I3y the wise measures of the Marcpiis of llasi 
the Mahratta confederacy may now be 
sidered as effectually broken, and the 
darrcc system iinrootctl even to the dcsl 
tion of their last remaining and onc''of 
principal chiefs, Chcctoo, who liad bcoi 
the month of February, so completely cl 
down by Sir J. Malcolm, and driven from c 
habitable abode, t)iat compelled to seek sh 
in the jungles, he there fell a sacrifice to a i 
tiger. There was n_ut imw a single scncm 
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Phulavree left, or to be lieanl of, against the 
British authority. Bacljcc Row had been con¬ 
veyed to Cawnporc; Holkar placed under a 
British Resident at Ins capital; Ameer Khan 
and Scindeah were both complete!}'liumbled; 
and Appa Salub, the Uajali of Nagpore, a fu¬ 
gitive from his countiy, and abandoned by his 
troops and followers. The Rajpoot states, in the 
language of the Marquis of Hastings, “ have been 
delivered from an oppression more systematic, 
more nnremitting, more brutal, than perhaps 
ever before trampled on humanity. Security 
and comfort established, where nothing but 
terror and misery before existed; nor is this 
within a narrow sphere. It is a proud phrase 
to use, but it is a true one, that we have be¬ 
stowed blessings upon millions.” 

The consequences that must result from 
these measures of his Lordship will be, a more 
thorough knowledge and apprehension of the 
sagacity, tlic skill, tlic justice, ami the strciigtli 
of the British government; the dispersion of 
those idle freebooters and troops that sucked 
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the vitals of their own government, and 
defiance to all constituted authority. T1 
hordes must now turn their liands to agri 
ture, or starve. The Native princes, rcle; 
from their turbulent and licentious arn 
may now rule over their people a.s ratit 
sovereigns — may economize their rcsoui 
and promote real worth and industry; wl 
the people, on the other hand, will derive 
less valuable privileges in the security of t 
persons, and the quiet possession of their If 
and properties. Gieat, therefore, as is 
value of India to Great Britain, it falls sl: 
very short, of tlic extensive, great, and gen 
weight of beneficence and blessing.s thus 
fuse<l, through the means of England, t 
])opulation of little less than .sixty millii 
The people, now no longer domineered ovci 
thousands of petty tyrants, and oppi-esscfl 
plundered by their own rcfractoiy and ai 
cious brethren, can find protection in c\ 
corner of Hiiulostan, and cAli find tliat pro 
tioii guaranteed and carefully watched by 
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British goveniment. This certain security of 
in-opcrty preserved to the subject of India, 
will be our-surest road to the confidence and 
attachment of tlmt people, wlio, althouh-h slmit- 
sightedi prejudiced, and fickle, must ill the 
course of time discern and appreciate the rnax- 
Jins of our government, winch in every shape 
extends, to die whole class of tiieni, blessings 
whiclvno iura of their own government, or their 
neighliouvs, ever enjoyed. It was contrary to 
tbc iiuture of thing.s that a just aud lil)cral 
govcruinent could for auy time, or on any sure 
foundatioti, have remained connected with go¬ 
vernments of directly the opposite character. 
The best of the Native governments in India 
inherit this character;no law, human or 
divine, can check their despotism and oxtor- 
tioli on their subjects. Every subject of a 
Native government is exposed not only to the 
imposition and severity of one ruler, ))ut to 
every intermediate step between Ids humble 
post as a peasant and the foot of the tlirone, and 
to the throne itself. Has he a horse, the state 
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requires it without compcusatiou ; is he a 
bodied, he is called into service without i 
sistence or provision left for his family- 
must himself look to plunder for his own ; 
port; has he u family, the fairest will be 
lected for the prince, and the next possibly 
the minister; if helms money, he must take 
of his life; and should he have rent to pay, 
not the means, he may be put to the torture 
short, in the code of the Native governm 
the prince is every thing and all, and the 
jeet nothing. It is no wonder, therefore, 
these princes, seated upon their sandy thre 
and observing the advances and blessings 
fused by the British, and dreading them 
contagion to their states, should have trem 
at the sound of such a form of laws as on 
impartial justice, and tried as the last resc 
to combine and shake off such an unwcU 
connection. In all the reduced provincci 
liave seen amongst the inhabitants this fe< 
of general pride and gratitude to heave 
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their release from the bondage and insecurity 
of their own governments, and at their falling 
under ours. The Natives now say, “ VVe can 
wear our own clothes; wc can now decorate 
our wives and children with the buried orna¬ 
ments of their ancestors; we can now call our 
house our own ; no petty tyrant of the village 
can now molest, no minister of lust can any 
longer pollute our families or our dwellings. 
VVe have long since heard of the Company; 
and all wc fear is, that they may again with¬ 
draw fioin the country, and leave us to our 
former masters.” This reasoning and compari¬ 
son of things is open to the meanest capacity ; 
aiul to its extended influence and gradual work¬ 
ing upon the minds of the Mower orders of the 
Natives,' we may attribute in a great degree 
the facility and ease’ with wl)icli whole pic- 
viiiccs have been run over in a day to us, and 
bccorne reconciled to our government; and pos¬ 
sibly not a little to the same causes the un¬ 
willingness and dread all Native enemies have 
of' our armies, viewing us as a superior and 
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coiitrouling. oixioi’ of beings, and not vu 
quently half disposed to concede the vict 
to us on the easiest conditions. Those 
England who .inaintaiu that the system 
our government in India has been one c 
tinned series of aggression and ambition, li 
not given the subject the fair and. calm ref 
tion tlmt it merits. That country has Ibr ( 
turies back been torn by convulsions and w. 
tlic only object of the conqueror was to su])] 
his authority by-tlie sword, by exactions on 
subjects, luul i)y the most numerous tics 
dcpciulancc.on himself. It never entered 
contempintion of an Indian Prince to sOck’] 
pincss, rotiremont, or,wealth, in the flourisl 
or contented condition’of.Jns people,:; btJ rg 
looked to an .extension of his name ami uchk 
incnts,: and bringing under his, subjectim: 
many neighbouring states as he could.' 'W 
any, bctlcr-disppscd or reasonableprinc.c to.i 
(in 9 himself..tQ his own territories,, and res< 
tp. keep clear from all intrigues or wars,, 
innocent .mail would he . the first to attract 
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general eye of the surrounding states .to his 
wealth and to the plundei' o.f liis: country. The 
British power has advanced in.India by the only 
means, and in the only way, it was possible 
for hei" to preserve her footing. Wo could not 
l)avo stooped to governments in every sense 
beneath us, without surrendering the best gifts 
of our nature aiul our character. We could 
liold no treaty with any Native power bqyond 
the duration or utility of it to the Native gOt 
vcrmnciit. ^Ve were not disposed or bound to 
follow up the policy or the unceasing tumult of 
war by siding with this or that governmentj 
They all courted our alliance^ because we. coulcj 
be useful to thorn in war: wc sought, theirs, for 
iU'esideiice amongst them for commercial per*- 
jmscs; hut the auticipation of commercial uclvan*. 
tages in such a state.of things, ainongfet a set of 
ambitious and marauding uhieftaius scourging 
every laud they could coino at. with devastation 
and.;lire; was^ vague and idle. .If wc inteuded 
fo, rcniain in India,- i.t :Was necessaiy iirst tp 
protect ourselves,, and but.naUual afterwards to 
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extend that protection to those who stood 
ns or could be useful to us. There was no i\ 
or trust to be reposed in anyNativc govcrnni 
where the terms to their advantage were 
positive, much less were they at all ainbigiu 
They would treat with the British to-day, 
with any other j)owcv to-movrow who could 
proach them; and would with equal dissim 
tiou carry into effect tlic purpose of )'Ciuo\ 
one to the prejudice of tlic other, or both at 
same time, if needful to the caprice of the pri: 
by secret assassination, or open force. Thc< 
ructer, therefore, of all the Native govcnim 
is so totally difteveut in all its shn])C3 from c 
that a man can scarce draw a rule of goven 
India from any analogy of governing Engl 
or most countries in Europe. There is no 
bility in India, or in any thing belonging t 
You might buy at any time princes, people, 
country ; and to-morrow every country in I 
would be knocked down to the highest bi{ 
that is the strongest arm, without rcfercnc 
regard to existing treaties, interest, or ob 
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tioii. livcvy thing in it- is as variable as the 
•season: the people, accustoinetl to changes, meet 
them in their severest dresses with indifference; 
tlicir own period of existence, either in strengtli 
of body, or faculty of mtml, seldom attains the 
age of matured manhood in other countries. 
Void ol pride, of national jealousy, or honour, 
they carry with most willingness the load as it 
comes lightest tipon them, without a thought 
as to its durability, or the qualities or vir¬ 
tues of tlto.se who impose it. In every step we 
made in India, we had to oppose unceasing 
combinations against us: we wished to act,by 
fixed and immutable principles of justice, 
faith, and mutual benefits: but no such 
theory of government ever existed in India: 
all was strength of arm, length of purse, 
capi'icc, and corruption. It is therefore to be 
I'ejoiccd at, that these unfit and petty tyrants 
are so many of them moved away from ob¬ 
structing our administration, and our free in¬ 
tercourse with the mass of the people. This 
has been a work of time, and surely a providcu- 
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tial deliverance for them. They can now 
dect upon higher qualities that their iiatun 
capable of; console themselves, that ihoir li 
though short, may be happy, their families 
jjiopcrtics secured, and their dei>endaucc u 
a fum and solid footing, instead of one expc 
to every gust of wind. Many people ar^ 
that our extent of territory in India has b 
but just proportioned to our extent of ambit 
and perfidy with the neighbouring pow( 
and hi rcllcctihg upon the condition of the 1 
fives, picturo to their minds a people in 
wretched and oppressed by us : instead ofvi' 
iiig the British government in India, as one I 
can boast of its simplicity of construction,' 
wonderful and rapid progreas,' its deliveranc* 
a gre^t part of the civilized world from tyi'ai 
and oppression, its Justiec aud its modcrutioj 
all'its-subjects/ more than any otlier nation 
the annals .of history can do In such anol 
cause,-and-more- than half tlio goverlunonts 
'Europe • cAir ilioust of to their 6svn subjee 
and .tho same hand’of l^^ovidcncO ovor it, \v 
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the wistlonj of the British government in the 
protection of and due attention to the people’s 
properties and customs, may perpetuate the pos¬ 
session of India to England; and in time ac- 
eom))lish for that people, the utmost attainable 
height in government, laws, ajul religion, that 
tlie nature of things in India is capable of. 

It has been one of the wisest steps of tlie 
Ih'itish government, that they wpuld never 
allow any interference, or compulsory, propaga¬ 
tion of the Christian rdigipn, apmngst the Na¬ 
tives of Indiiii—that measure alopc, if adopted, 
would have been fraught with nothing sliort of 
totaj ruin, to qur. Interests. It would hav{? 
leagued^ the whole population of India against 
us at one and t)ic same time. Wp have done bet¬ 
ter ; we have not only protected them in thq c.\- 
orcisc of aheir religion and rites, but even Encou¬ 
raged all the .superstitious and follies of their, 
several'faiths, by entering at once into itheir 
Avishes on that liead, and even maintaining under: 
ouviown sypcrinteiulance aud- cost. thoir; most 
ancient .tcini)lcs ami ceremonies., 'I'hc.iconsov 





284 

qucnce is, we have taken the very surest way to 
bring them about, by leaving them their absur¬ 
dities, and prohibiting the intermeddling of en¬ 
thusiasts among them. The Natives are now 
beginning to smile involuntarily at many of 
their own rites and ideas; the temples and pago¬ 
das are, of the people’s own accord, become neg¬ 
lected and unfrequented ; and the Natives con¬ 
fine their devotion more to their own homes 
and families than at any former period. Wc 
wisely never gave them on this liead any real 
cause of alarm. Tlic progress of Christianity in 
uny country will be but proportioned to the 
moral energy of the people; and where a.de¬ 
ficiency of that strength of mind exists it can 
only come about or be effected by education in 
the first instance, its moral consequence in the 
second, and next by. the aid of Providence and 
the common coutingeuoy of events. Bui the 
zeal of the Missionaries will not be restrained 
by natural impossibilities. They endeavour to 
pour into the minds of the Natives, still unversed 
in our language, the doctrines of. our religion. 
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They i)vcscnt to them Transkitions in tiieir own 
language of the Acts of the Apostles; tl)ey ad¬ 
dress thcni in the fields, and they give them to 
tinderstand at once, that they are all going-astray, 
and are sure to peiisli. The villager wlio now 
possibly for the first time enjoys his little field 
under the benign influence of our government, 
and wliose family is fed and happ)', wonclci’s at 
this new-comer and Ids address; he does not 
even comprehend what he alludes to, whether 
some worldly calamity or other, and his ignorant 
soul is thus rendered unhaj)py and miserable. 
But these gentlemen, fired with pious zeal, 
which surpasses in its nature all other, seem to 
think that the dispersion of the Gospel in the Chi¬ 
nese, Sanscrit, Hindoostance, or Malay, amongst 
the people is sufficient for the proposed object; 
and as they deal out these to the Hesidents and 
Magistrates of the difierent places, they conse¬ 
quently set down their converts and their work 
in proportion to the number dispersed. We 
have onrsclves oliscrved at more Residencies 
to the eastward than one, where scarce a'vessel 
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arrived wiilioiit l)i’ingin»‘ a box or package 
the above books in the Chinese language to 
Kcsidciit, who wiiH mpiesled to disperse lb 
and did so as tar as was in his power: He j 
them to all (|uartcrs, l)y bundles ofbundred 
a timei The Chinese looked at 'them, 
said they had finer stories ot* their own ; 
there was no person amongst them to 
scribe the intention or pin‘|)f)rt of lliese hm 
They did not know why they were s 
whether for ciUcrtainmeni, or moral iinpir 
'ment; ami seeing so many copies, tliey lalt 
tlircw them aside jdtogether, and the al: 
Resident could disperse no more. Never 
less, the fervid zeal of the Malacca inissioi 
heaped them on liim shij) after ship; and I 
at Icngtli ae<iuirc<l sueli a mass in his ol 
that he was compelled to remove them to 
ont-onice, and several thousand copies of 
description ■ were luuidcd over to the l)i 
authorities, iu whose hands we are sure I 
will never bear much fruit. This was the 
sionary of whom we read in an Knglisb ])i 
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a fc^r years ago, as having- wi-itfcu lionic to the 
MissioJiary Bible Society for three lunulrcci mil¬ 
lions of Jlibles, or copies of the Acts. In the 
al)ovc manner lie could easily get rid of even 
tliat. luinibcr, by delivering them as ballast, 
or turning them out of doors willioiit an in¬ 
dex or a monitor to explain them. We iniglit 
comjmrc tlie halhtual excesses of the Portn- 
gucse (lescciulants with those of tlie Mahome> 
clans who originally visited Hindostau. Each 
party was powerful of itself; each struggled to 
extend ius Faith by sword and force ; each failed 
in its object. Nature, as it were, vindicated 
herself; she has preserved to the mass of her 
children in India innocence and simplicity of 
life and manners, unadulterated with discor¬ 
dant jiarticles. Of those proud innovators and 
invaders, we find the descendants and the 
followers in a great measure olditeratcd from 
the earth; and in those who remain scarce one 
quality that is creditable to mankind. Tlie 
Hindoo, in morals, stands pre-eminently above 
all the others in India. In his life he is in- 



offensive, simple in lii.s diet, witljont nn 
tion, and without pride ; attached to his fam 
obedient to the government, prostrate to 
Creator of all, and neither anxious to cou’ 
or be converted. Now change the picture, 
convert the Hindoo, without the spirit of Cl 
tianity (for it is so at present), to our noin 
Christian: we shall find him become lo 
drunken, and ungovernable. We shall let li 
a set of vagabonds.over the face of the com 
an<l we may have to charge this to the preen 
of the experiment. I-ct us be watcliful 
cautious against religious innovation in In 
wc can only gratify the Missioniiries hy 
mitting them to try their success:—we for 
its impracticability for centuries. Let t 
have their wishes; but let not the Ihitisli 
vernment be prevailed upon, or the nation I 
far deluded, as to dream of mixing our Cli 
establishment amongst the branches of 
Indian government. Let them reflect tba 
a moral point of view, the Natives musi 
years to come be the losers hy the adoptit 





any, even were it ofour religion. If we can but 
improve the minds and morals of the Natives, 
their prejudices wiirgradually shift off of tliem- 
sclves ; tliis, however, must be a work of time, 
and, unless by the interposition of Providence, 
caunot come about for centuries in that coun¬ 
try but witli loss and deterioration to the little 
moral character at present amongst them. We. 

not anogato to ourselves tlic sole supcriii- 
tcndaucc and concern for the people of India ; 
in tl)c eye of Providence, as of nature, they 
Iiave, no doubt, a due share and weight; His 
will, and not ours, will accomplish the perfec¬ 
tion of the creation. We arc as yet merely the 
lever of Indialet us not press too Ijcavily or too 
rashly upon it: we might in a day find the whole 
mechanism of our art fall to atoms about us^. 

'* Au American Miasioimry gcnllcnmn, a little time be¬ 
fore I loft hombay, caUud on the Governor, Sir h. N., with 
two more of liis rcvorciul bretbren, for tlic ptuposc of gelling 
punnifision to rcsiiio at Bombay with a view to iiis calling. 
Sir IC. having heard his request, told hint he hud the most 
positive orders from tho Court of Dirccloi-s not to permit any 
liuropcMii or American to remain in Indio witlmut tJieIr per¬ 
mission, flJ)d tjioi ]ie hod always been regardful unci obedient 
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Let us for a moment torn our attention 
the Indian army, which we shall class nn 
the following heads, and nearly under the 
lowing numbers: 

Ut, His Majesty’s regimoiUs of (.‘nvEiliy aiul uifuiury 2C 

2 n(l, The Company’s Isuropcnn iroops, juiilli-iy, 

ami inlanity .... 

3rd, The rogulnr Nuiivo army : cavalry. 

infanlry . 11 ^ 

Native artillery. ' 

5 Baitalioiis of pioneer. 

'J’otal of rcgtiUir many, K10,'IUO — 

4lh, The regular corps of our Allies, oniccrcd by 

Europeans. '1 

5th, The irregular corps ofour Allies, chiclly liorbo, 

nndcr a few European ofiicers. 1« 

Gih, The Sehuu(lces,or incgulnv soldiers, employed 
by ouvseWes ami onr Allies on necvwluuH of 

minor importance, mul on liilM'urtH . 

Total, irioguluiB 2 (i ,000 — 
Graiul total, 1!>2,400; 
say, withtlio YClcian battalions, 200,000. 


to their orders; and that he (the Missionary) couli 
remain. The Missionary still urged his poim, but 
purpose, 08 Sir E. was yet inOoxiblo. At Jength ibc 
sionory .swelled up, and uildrosscd ibo Governor in n 
tbo followingVords: “ If, Sir E., you, as a Governor on i 
prevent me from (lisclnu’ging and emoring upon my i 
to the Governor of Heaven, I shall cliargo you, am 











Of the Istj His Majesty's. These arc generally 
from 10,000 to *22,000 in India, and from their 
strength, ptficers complete, and skill, liold tlie 
first place, in ■ clliciency, of the whole. They 
are, in short, the vevv corner-stone of the nti- 
litary structure in that quarter. Next to liis 
Majesty’s troops, if not with them, we may 
rank the whole of tlie Company’s Kuropcau 
artillery, horse and foot, these beiivg the only 
corps that are kept complete in olliccrs in the 
same manner as the Kings. The Company's 
European infantry corps arc more or less broken 
up, and in want of European othcers, in tlie 
same mamier as the Native corps; anri being 
subjected to be drafted into the artillery prior 
to the peace, it thus rendered the attention and 
pride that officers naturally took in disciplining 

hereby suninioti you to stand I'or il»e satne before thy iri- 

hanalof--Sir E. on this was panic-struck, as ive 

may fancy 5 and nmfer this heavy iniprecatiotv aticl threat, 
he said, “ Well, you may stay here utitd I refer it to the 
Martptis of Hastings ; he i» a step in authority above me. 1 
shall wash my hands of it aUojjcther-’’ The Missionary’s 
case was referred 10 tlie Marquis of Hastings, and be obtained 
hia desire of residence in India. 

u 2 


tlicir men, useless to tlie coi[>s and (lain/t 
themselves. The Company, however, can 
get as many and select men as they please, 
the services of their European corps during 
whole of the late war entitle tlicm to a full s 
of their consideration. The Native corps 
principally faulty in the want oi suflicient 
cers in the first instance; of able-bodied 
fit subjects for an army in tlie second; ai 
the want of Native olTicers of some educa 
family, or rank, in the thiid. Of the first 
look upon the Iiluropcan ofiiccvs as the 
souls and hinges of the Native army, w 
presence and example alone can intusc 
fidcncc in and a proper stimulus to the ti 
under them, and without whom (even coni 
to the high authorities of Urig.-gen. Sir J 
and SirT. M., hulywho have of themselves 
believe, since recanted a little their opinior 
this score,) we shall pronounce the Native r 
not worth holding, llcmov'c the European 
cers from the Native corps, and you disnu 
at once the whole machinery—you strik( 
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the j)ciuUilum from the clock, and the work 
ceases. To judge of the warlike or hardy 
character of a people, we must not only look 
to the organized and well-disciplined lines of 
an army, we must visit them in their villages, 
and observe their domestic pursuits, their habits, 
atul tlieir very amusements; and when we find 
them in all these inferior even to women of 
more hardy regions, we must stamp that people 
as very unlikely to form an cflicicncy of strength 
or energy ccpial to any occasion of emergency 
or need. And a fair criterion to judge of the 
military character of that ))eoplc would be, to 
look 10 themselves and their brethren, nearly 
sixty millions of whom we now have brought 
under subjection to us, and amidst the whole 
of whom no one prince ever yet found steady 
allegiance in them as subjects, bravery in them 
as armies, or protection for themselves agai^ist 
foreign enemies or invaders. Amongst a class 
of this kind the most we can expect, and far¬ 
ther than which we should be cautious never to 
roly, is to pi'oserve in subordination to tlie go- 
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vcniment their brethren, over whom our disci¬ 
pline and ofificers will always ensure a command¬ 
ing ascendniicy, however numerous or however 
ill-disposed the mass ol* the population ol’Hiu- 
dostan might be to us. Dwelling on this sub¬ 
ject, wc have little to fear from any internal 
revolution or event within India itself. What¬ 
ever disturbances may occur in India internally 
by combinations of the Native ])rinccs, of the 
higher or the lower classes, against our authori¬ 
ty, a little time, and the application of our re¬ 
sources, will infallibly burst asuiuler their feeble 
machinations. The sphere is too wide atul great 
for the narrowness of their capacity to compre¬ 
hend : they may fancy awhile that because they 
wish it, or plan it to be, it may be accomplished; 
but when the moment of action or bringing it 
to the test arrives, they become at once con¬ 
founded, and know not what to do, nil their 
vauntings sink into servility and fear, and they 
will break up one after the other, only with this 
accession to their minds-, that their Tuurnuu’ings 
and insurrections ate useless and futile, a.s )ong 
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As tlic want of firm hearts au<l hands pervades 
their general mass. 

’Pulveris €xiguj]ai;tu compressa quiescent. 


Left to ourselves, we may sustain and preserve 
this expanse of dominion, amidst the clashings 
arrd Interruptions that must naturally arise 
among such'varieties of governments, of inte¬ 
rests, and people, and amidst any defections 
. that may arise amongst ourselves. But t us 
facility of government must he only contem¬ 
plated under the present state of things; ant 
might in a single twelvemonth present the very 
reverse of so pleasing a picture. Oui oini 
nions. in India have now increased m extent 

arrd relations to a size that will at all times re¬ 
quire a great degree of wisdom and firmness to 
Manage, them single-handed. -1 - preven 

their tottering under their own weight. th 

r,anger toour 1"^ pue 

ance from any quarter of a p 

ouaowu. Sueha standard of70.000men o t 

InduswouUlhemorebiUettousthanhalf 





population in Hindostan up against us, and 
would in its effects at once vibrate, like a stroke 
on an extended sheet of metal, to the vei y walls 
of our three governments. Adverting to our 
vast strides of conquest and grandeur in India, 
it cannot be expected that the lowered and de¬ 
graded sovereigns, dr their subjects, will for 
years to come either forgive or forget their in¬ 
juries and our animosities.— 

Noedum causa irarum, sxvique dolores 

Excidevant animo. 

These will be always ripe for action, and ready 
to obey the first signal of war against us; and 
although any cliange of masters must to the 
Natives of India prove injurious and hurtful 
(for they never had, nor ever can under any 
other government possess, tlie same advantages 
as they enjoy under the British), still the mass 
of that people are short-sighted, timid even to 
despair, and easily won over; and their intel¬ 
lectual, with their corporeal faculties, seem in 
these to be precisely of the same character. The 
Native of India seldom calculates beyond his 


present cnjoymcni:. Premature in the indul- 
^•ence of cvej'y di‘i(>nicrl3’ passion, lihs clays soon 
run loan end, iind by the time that his judg¬ 
ment and body ought to i)e matured, he. becomes 
void of energy, childish, and imbecile. The du¬ 
ration of a government is of the same conside¬ 
ration to liiin as the passing of a season, or the 
growth of a tree; void of all ambition and of 
])ri(lc, and dead to every sense of pi-ineiple or 
of honour, (except, the insolence of his su))C- 
I'ior cast can he so called,) the highest Hindoo, 
or other Indian, will stoop to the practices and 
cuniiing of the lowest; and so far as any moral 
restraint operates upon him, will at all times 
be an object for vigilance and precaution to the 
authorities set over him. Such a character cares 
little wlio rules hini, wbctlicr English or Dtl)er. 
If his village is attacked, he will either flee 
away, or bury himself with his treasures. If his 
neighbour’s house is on fire, provided a broad 
street intervenes, he will sit witli as much com- 
po.snrcns if nothing was'’luippening; and will 
even view a murder committed before his door 
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u'ith the same apathy aiul indihercnce. Fi 
such a people, therefore, we could expect li 
support or prop, were wc seriously attuci 
The same character l^elongs to every Scapoy 
■Native soldier, in our service. They serv 
to make money, and the mass ol them w( 
be no longer steady to us tlian the bloot 
operations of wav continue’*'. Kvcii now, \v 
u’C liave had to encounter so Uttlc for y 

* Wc fouiul in \ho hue Cooildia wnr iubUmcoH oi 
kiiui, where tl»c Bunyul Scapoys, «uspccliug Llioy Ini 
hold ol'n Tartar, threw down tlioir nvjTiH, and dcKorU 
dozens. General S. W. however look up somu ol'lhoni 
his tenderncbs for the Civil IjQwb of Hengal prcveiUct 
tVoin inuUing a suitable examine of iltcin. Suelt leu 
ahvavs ill-judged; and the lirsL insltmcc of dofoction ' 
rious alarm amongst the llongal Native troojjs f(illow( 
long after this, in 1811, when they tould scarcely b( 
vailed upon to onibuvli for Java j anil at Java.iiv auotl 
stance they carried their eomhinalion, as will be obscrv 
a dangcrouB height;—the lallor was quelled by a prom 
ample in the execution of throo of them: but tlioaa cc 
guilty, and condemned, in Bengal wore pardoned by 
Moira. An example was required at ibu time in Ik 
and although the voice of mercy is always welcom 
apprehend that the late dufcciion to the Berav Uajah 1)) 
gal Seapoysmay be deduced from tlmso miHlaUcn ap 
lions of pardon.' 















































the order of inarch being given, possibly oO will 
' desert. They will not pass certain boundaries, 
mountains and rivers. In short, there is an in¬ 
superable bar between the strength and faculty 
of the European mind and that of the Asiatic, 
that can never he surmounted or reconciled; 
and all that we can do will be, to temper as 
well as we can, this frail material in India, by 
blending with it every infusible quality of our 
own, and thus try to invigorate the composition 
and render it less perishable. In the mean time 
we alone must buoy up the bark in India; wc 
must protect and shelter the inhabitants, and 
■ guard at the same time against foreign invasion, 
which in any shape, for years to come, might 
paralyze our whole system in India.* The 

• GKNl^RAL ORDERS. 

Bombay CmU. J WA January, 1818. 

The Right Honourable the Governor in Cnoncil is pleased 
to direct the following Proclamation lo be published. 

PHOCLAMATION. 

Whereas many of the Seapoys belouging to the Military 
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liengal army, in men of high cast, size, i 
strength, stanris far above either of the Pr 
(Icnc-ics of Bombay and Madras, and coi 
<Hicntly under u jnopev sctcction, would 
found tlic most ciTicient against a severe c 
niv ; hut even of these, generally there are 
n)cn in each battalion very unfit for tlic us 
arms, and the wliolc of whom sho\ild he ; 

ICaublislunoiu ufiho Presiilcjiicy otUombfxy, who, it i 
liovcil, arc well a|Voclcd lo the survicti of the Ilonoiii 
the East Imlia Comj>m»y, )»avo laloly dcHorlctl, having 
misled by Kmissarics ol’ the Uaishwa, or with a view of 
vciiiiiig the farther exorcise of those acts of eroelt} 
0 [)pr(;ssion, which have been iiiiliclod on their fumilic: 
friends iit conscc|uoiico of their being ciiiployc'd i( 
service of tiiu llonouvahiu Coiiipaiiy : ilm Uighi llunou 
the Governor in Council, being peiKmulod that such d 
Uoits arc alone to bo attributed to ilio.se causes, sinci 
Bombay Scapoys have ever l)ceii dibtingui.shed by 
fidelily and altachmcul lo the British CJovormneul, In 
offers free pardon lo all dcsui tcrs who may Rvivreinlor 
selves lo ihe Ofliccra commanding at Bancoole, MaUvi 
Severndroog, or at the licad quarters of iho corps lo ' 
ihuy belong, al any time belwcon tlic date of tliis j) 
mation and the first of August next. 

Th(5 civil and mUitury authorities at every slalici 
hereby directed lo extend proicttUon lo the fainilie.H ol 
Soapoy-s as may seek refuge within the )hitis]j (errito; 








Huiilly .set aside for l}etter Seapoys. At Madra.s 
and lioinbay, we may double that miinljcr to 
cacl) battalion, who .should in the same manner 
be removed from the army, or sent, to stations 
or duties of inferior moment. Tlic rigours and 
severities of our discipline, and tlic dearness of 
jn-ovisious on the Madras and Bombay sides, 
prevent inou ol the same goodcpialities as tho.se 
of Ilindostau from entering our service; and 
it oon.scqucntly becomes a measure of necessity 
to receive into these armies every man who 
wants service, above a certain size, without re- 
iercjtce to his /itnes.s or his strength. Hence 
the A'ladras and Bombay Native corps are ge¬ 
nerally composed of men who arc as fit for 
boxers as they are for soldiers; many of them 
not equalling, in muscular strength, an Euro- 
])ean hoy of 12 years ohl, and scarcely able to 
stand the shock of their musquet. Tlie whole of 
the Native cavalry on these cstabUshinents are 
subject to the same observation ; many of whose 
accoutrcmcnt.s, sword, and dress, would nearly 
equal the weight of tlic man liimsclf. Now in 
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such hands, setting the hearts aside, such an 
engine as a Ihitish inusquet or sword is absurd 
on the face of it.—The Native oilicers, again, 
taken from the ranks, rise to the highest of their 
class, progressive only, we may say, in promotion, 
and in amassing money ; for at their higircst 
summit, they arc as ignorant and as incapable of 
doing the duty of an officer, as the commonest 
Scapoy in the ranks. The Native officer lias 
little to look up to, Ijcyond increase of pay : he 
can never attain a rank equal to one of our 
Cadets. He is kept in ignorance. We are 
apprehensive of imparting any share of our 
own nature or learning to others, foi’ fear of 
fl)cir taking advantage of it, and applying it to^ 
our own destruction.* 

* Tills remark parlkularly attaches to Madras, lo which 
a feverish ciiaracter, pcciiiiar (o itself, belongs, and has 
embroiled that presidency for the Iasi century, from the 
days of Whiiehill, Rumbold, Pigol, and Lord Macartney, to 
those more eventful ones of Sir G. B. Every wliispcr, 
every breeze, over the government bridge at Madras scemsi 
to be impregnated with ideas and rumours of faction ahd 
mutinies. If half a dozen rounds of ammunition are missing, 
the Seapoys are about to mutiny—the old story, a sKviog* 



the nijiss of the Miulnis army, 55,000, 
there arc not, probably, above 50 in the whole, 
writers exec[)te(l, who can rcatl or write a 

coinbimuion iiyainsl us. If a rcspcciful remonstrance is 
made, it is construed into a criminal design j down wiili it 
by force and by armn. The Native onicers at Vellore re¬ 
spectfully roinonsti aicd againHl llio imrodiiction of llie now 
caj)H, and llie lurnscrew, which loo nearly, in their appre- 
housions, ruseiiibled a cross : they were turned away nuat- 
tendod lo.-wove brought to trial, and publicly punished. The 
Sunpoys in Kiu Travancoic nuiiiny, \irgcd in their 4lcrence 
that they thought they were only fulfilling a desideratum of 
lliQ Madras govcrimicnl, to get rid altogether of thcEuro))ean 
ofiic’crs, and Jio conmiatided by tlieir own, who, (mvitig tasted 
a lilllo of llio swuuts of command, in the absence of their 
ofliccrs, wore no loss anxious to recovor it, and of course in- 
dirslrionH in o.xciling iljcir troops to revolt. The Mn<lrns7fh ‘ 
Cavalry ftl Ilowkora, in January !8ll), having had a promise 
holdout to them for the precedingfour years that they should 
bo relieved, and having been in the hold for the last ten 
years, when ordercil to march again on a new service, re- 
jnonsiralcd with General 1)., and urged iho fulfilment of the 
promise made to tlioni, Tlio Ntiiive ofliccrs and men said, 
“ Our wives and families arc looking out for us; they charge 
us with having abandoned and forsaken them ; the wives of 
many of us arc now of that ago that must rtmdor a protracted 
separation from them dangerous and painful to us. We liave 
had more service than any otljcrCavolry corps in the army; 
and we shall l)o glad to take ibo field again, after a short 
visit to our friends.'^ This was instantly construed into sedi¬ 
tion : the report reached Madras; tho order was sent to 
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word of Knglisli. IJo\r modi belter woi 
be if we could instil into them a desire o 
tating oiir ways of tliiuking and acting 
dissipate their gross prejudices, to tcaeli 
an higher order of ideas, and tlius not ( 
nally and through fear as they now arc, 1 
rcnccUon and in the enjoyment of an imp 
(Mlucution, atluch them firmly to us. ' 
are many Natives at the diircrent Preside 
who arc well instructed and versed in the 
lish language, and all these justly set 
selves in their own cslimaliou above the i 

rcnioujit tho 25th Drof^ooiis on iho evo of onibaikl 
Eurojic. An old Siibalulnr, wlio [K;U.‘d us sjjokcsnm 
ordered for throe moiillis tu llie top of (^.uvil('hm 
corps marcliod witliout Inrlhor niurimir, und wore < 
to submit to the ucccHsiiy. Now It ougla to iiuvc bo( 
shlered, that Gencrnl D.’s force, fioin iho year 1811- i 
had moro inorching, and underwent grcolcr fntigi 
privations, thou any otlicrTurco perhaps over «lid ir 
Gen. D.*8 force hud been nut four inonKoons in success' 
did the troops over gvmnblo, or evince the least diss 
tion j andtn that of J813, u’lien ordorod to nioj'cl 
moved three days wiihout tltoir Bazars, the Ihiz; 
saying, their hearts wore nearly l)rok(!n, that they 
a leg to stand upon, and refused, until driven out 
commissariat, to accompany the unny. 
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of tlieir countiymen, and pride ihcmsciv'es upon 
tlicir knowledge of our language and our liis- 
toiy. 'riioy admire ns tlic more fioin this 
aetjuaiulanee with us; Ihey look (lown upon 
tlicir brethi'cn witli contompl, and they arc as 
proud ot the lidnour of corresponding with, an 
English oiheer or genilcman in English, as tlicy 
would he at a present. 

In the irregular horseand (roops of our Allies, 
sucli us the Mysore, the Ilydrahad, Poonah, 
and Nugpore, we find many Naiivc onicers of 
family and respectability in those services that 
would not enter our service under the present 
constitution of it, wlieveby they are precluded 
rising except from the ranks, but who, we 
doubt not, would most readily enter it if they 
saw encouragement held o.ut to thcinselves and 
their ecpuils to do so. Some of these Native 
oiheers arc men of tlic highest respectability in 
the counlr)—men who wonhl witli tlie acejnisi- 
lion of our language become an oriuunctit and 
a value to our army,, and many of whom have 
hittOy shewn a zeal and gathmlry in our service 


X 
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that would stand comparison with our Na 
cavalry. If we could impart a certain inst 
tion in our language to the Native olhccr 
our army, we might calculate upon m 
advantages from it. It would set them i 
superior order or class above tlic ranks, we 
bring them nearer to their own ofdcers, we 
attach them to our government from a kn 
ledge and.not dread of its value, and, a 
than all, make them better ofliccrs, and c 
petent to more important duties and tn 
English schools might be established at 
diUcrcnt Presidencies, the instructors to 
selected from tliose (puililied amongst the 
vcral casts of Natives; the instruction to 
confined to the English language and writ 
alone, with a peremptory and absolute cx' 
.sioh of nil religions discipline or discuss 
The children of respectable Mahomeduns 
otlicrs, whether soldiers or not, might bo 
vited to receive a common education at tl 
institutions, and he thence posted, in the n 
ncr of Cadets, to corps ns Jemidars and SuL 
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dars. The Native ranks should he confiiied 
to rise as high as I lavildars, and each Havildar 
after so many years’ service, be allowed to 
retire on a pension. Sucli a plan would, in our 
opinion, be better calculated to secure perma¬ 
nency and eflicicncy to the Native army than 
the ])rcsent one, where we find Suhahdars, and 
Snbahdavs Majors, diifering only in,title from 
the lowest Scapoy. Nor do we think it would 
be attended with any particular difllculty to 
efiect such a plan in the Native army, as the 
children ofThosc in the army alone should be 
selected in the first instance, and the parents 
of the children would perceive that the object 
of tlic institution was not a rctluction, but a 
self-evident ii'nprovcincnl in tlic army. 

There arc many exceptions, of course, to the 
preceding remark respecting the ignorance of the 
Native ollieers, and their inenpabiUty 6f doing 
iheirdnty; but it will be found on examination 
to be as true as it is general llirough our Native 
army. It will not be understood hcrcy that these 
Native officers arc not more expert in parade 
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duties and guard's relicl’ than their Scapo 
but separate or detach nine from ten of tl 
to any post, or on any duty, where condi 
method, or the simplest exercise of the min 
demanded, and they will infallibly bungle 
In short, in tlicir ])rcscnt training all I’cdecl 
seems to be ([uilc foreign to their minds; t 
appear'to act more on instinct than reasoi 
thought; and when one tiling has been don 
turned over, there tlicy drop it, nor do t 
ever rccal it again to their memory or t 
assistance. Tlic bnmcli of the Native oth 
is tile most faulty in the Native army, ft 
has given room to pride, 'an insolent ainbli 
and, above all, to llic exercise of a dangei 
influence amongst the troops, to which l 
tjittuimnents by the longest experience can in 
entitle them; and the latter apprehension 
comes the morc^iangcrous, in proportion to 
scope given by the aliscnce of too many K 
pcan officora from their corjis. We may 
an example of this lately at Java; where. [ 
were acfualiy in contemplation by the Na 
oHicers of the B. V. battalion, to usuij) 
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Java g'ovciiunont. There were only two young 
Kuropean oilicm present at the moment, when 
the machination was to commence in their 
inuv<lcr, hut which, through their decisive and 
}>roni])t arrest of the ringleaders, was happily 
quelled. AtTravaneore in 1012, in like manner, 
tl^c Native ollieers were the cliief instigators in 
tlvc idot, who, fimling so few officers present 
willi them, combined with some refractory 
chieftains, hut were informed against and dis- 

** 5lir Sumuol Auclmiuiy, in confirming the sciucncc of 
iho Kiuivd courl on Unisftiin|)licaic«l in ihc Truvancorc n\u- 
tlny i liil I'lion lUi cxpcilieni tlial will, we think, circclually 
h'lchou and (icfunl nit fiiuirc clo<;o connexioii between the 
Soitpoy mill Nuiivo ofliccr. The oi<!er nf his Excellency ‘ 
ivrtH coticliL’d himh'wliut in the laiignugc of inspiration. Hi? 
went to Ih'iI with |iii mind Ihlfy impressml as to the guilt of 
the svliole, NtUivc ofliccrs ninl nil ; but in the morning, ns if 
111 iho oilhlgonco of n vision or of a dream, he publicly de' 
clnccd hifl oonvitiicm llmt the KiUivc ofiicers wero all in. 
Mocent nien, and orderrd their swords to be retunied to them, 
tlii'ccling ilur .tenlcncc of de.ith ni the time to be carried 
inlu oxuciuion on the non-commissioned and Seapoys found 
guilty, The sejminie classes of both will most piobnbly In 
riiUno look tvjlli suspicion on any proposal of combination 
nmongHUhcmsuU'Cs, from Ihc above example, where ihoao- 
>vho ficiluccd were pardnned,and the unfortiinato men who 
fijllowed ilicir advice, furfoilcd, for the temerity of bolli^ 
ih edr cei'iaiiily more iniiuccnl blood. 
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conifitcd through the means of n Native woman. 
Nothing can more tend to diffuse a i)ropor con¬ 
fidence in the govenmicnt and themselves, and 
to frustrate all attempts of a dangc-rous inilu- 
ence amongst the Seapoya and ilieir own Native 
oHicers, than the presence of n.sufficient num¬ 
ber of Kuropeau officers with each battalion. 
■\Vc luivc of late years to com])lain of the great 
and strange want of officcis in every part of the 
Native army, where a much greater exertion 
than lias been encountered might have been 
looked for. Iiulepcndcat; of the small mimber 
of Kuropcan olUccrs to a regiment of two bat- 
talion.s(l colonel, 2 lieut-cols., 2 majors, B cap¬ 
tains, 22 lieutenants, 10 ensigns) there must be 
taken from this, the wliolc of the stall’of va¬ 
rious officers employed in civil and other .situ¬ 
ations, absentees in Kurope, and on sick account^ 
and we find in IBIB, the onicers of tlic Madras 
Native army throughout not averaging above 
•five actually doing duty with each battalion of 
the army. At tlic battle of Mahidporc there 
was a deficiency, from only seven battalions 
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■(wingM. R., 6th, 1. 14th, 2. Uth. IGth, 
and Ritlecorps), of 75orticcisabsent from thcline 
in battle; and the Coinmamlcr-iii-chicf Sir T. 
Hislop’s general rota for subaltern duty was 
atone time reduced to four Company's oflicers; 
while no Ic'ss than four officers of corps at¬ 
tached to tlie pioneers were in camp at the time, 
with nothing to do hut what serjeants would be 
belter fitted for, to superintend working-parties; 
and one of these officers was actually with¬ 
drawn from bis corps after the battle of Maliid- 
porc to act with the pioneers. It must be un¬ 
derstood that officers Httachc<l to the pioneers 
receive an extra allowance of about 135 rupees 
montlily; but such an occupation for officers, 
excepting a Commissary officer and an adjutant 
to each i)attulion, is altogether unseemly, and 
would be much better transferred to respectable 
and steady non-commissioned officers, or those 
in the under classes of the ordnance department. 
Whilst.every other corps in the army laboured 
under the greatest want of European officers, the 
cotpsof pioneers, because there wassometliing to 
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gai[i by it, h;ul many ciainiaiits; and the channel 
ill which that hiancli of patronage ran, always 
succeeded in keeping the pioneers complete with 
oOicers, to the detriment and jnejuclice of the 
army at large. The fact is, in the Company’s 
service we do not pay that attention to tlie real 
efTicieiicy of the arai}' that should be done. 
liliVery olTiccr iu tlic Company's army only joins 
his corps as a matter of necessity, and sticks to 
it no longer than he can help, until he succeeds, 
somehow or other, to get out of it into some 
little by-employ or other. 

To adduce an instance of tlic want and the ab¬ 
sence of ofliccrs from thcircorps, I shall give you 
the 1st leg', of IMadras infantry, to winch I can 
speak from my own authority, having been in 
compauy with that corps during tlie late services 
in the Mahratta campaign, and for nearly three 
years. From a partof thiscorpsldone, there was 
a field-ofticcr, a Judge-advocatc-gcneral, and who 
had not joined Ids corps, or any otlier corps, for 
at least the last 10’years. Another field-officer 
of the same had been a Barrack-master and Pay- 
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master for tlie last 14 years. An old captain of 
the same was nursing his family on the coast dur¬ 
ing the whole service. Another captain of the 
same was permitted to reside, from the delicate 
state of his health, at Madras. Another captain of 
the same was an Aid-de-camp to the Governor, 
and had not joined his corps for the last 14 
years. Another captain, Brigade-major in tlic 
field. An old lieutenant had been appointed 
in the commencement of the campaign to a 
Stafl’ post, and withdrawn from his<lune8. A se¬ 
cond lieutenant was in like manner detnclicd 
from Ills corps, to act as Pay-master. A third 
had been in a Civil situation for the last eleven 
years, and still continues in it. A fourth had 
been in the Surveyor-general’s department for 
the last ten years, and never joined his corps. 
A fifth an Adjutant to the pioneers for tlic last 
four years. One major, about two captains, 
three lieutenants, sick; two lieutenants on fur¬ 
lough ; not a single ensign in the-corps. So 
that witli nearly 400 men, there stood alone 
three lieutenants to their whole cj)arge, each 
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of them with two companies to look alter, and 
the whole ofthestaft'dutiesof tlie corps to be dis¬ 
charged and sustained by them in like manner. 
This speaks volumes as to the .system in the Com¬ 
pany’s army; it may answer in a dead calm, but 
there is no need of remark as to its total ineffici¬ 
ency should there be any thing to be done. The 
fact is, that from the general mockery of fighting 
in India for the last lOycars, officers on the com¬ 
mencement of any campaign or service, instead 
of wishiftg to join their corps, and share tJie fa¬ 
tigues and dangers with them, by which alone 
c.N'perience can be bought, instantly set to work 
to get some by-employ or other on the stalf, and 
thus sliakc themselves out of their corps for the 
time altogether. From this, we observed very 
nearly as many officers about the person of Sir 
T. II. during the battle of Mahidpore, as there 
were officers in the line of infantry o])posed to 
the enemy; and it is not liere necessary to 
question, which was the post of danger. For 
instance, in the corps above mentioned, on the 
very eve of its taking the fickl, it would scarcely 
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l)c cicditcd, tliattho three most neccssaryaucleffi* 

(‘ieiitmc]), viz. ihcsurgcon,adjutant, andqiijirter- 

master, wcj'c taken away iVoin tlicir corps, and 
two of tiu'in to cuter into paltry appointments. 
The corps conscqucuily was nearly dismantled, 
going hilo action with one major, and five lieii- 
tenanls, with nearly 400 men, and two of tlie 
latter ofiicers were killed. Let us therefore be 
(;onvince<i, that whenever the safety of India is 
iiiatcrialiy at stake, the Company must not be 
only looked to for ils proieetiom We cannot 
at all times have a AVcIle.slcy, or a Hastings; in 
lliat (|uarlor; and any man wdio will venture to 
rest the (lefence of India on the luuncrieal 
.strength of our armies ilicrc, will be sadly dis*. 
!ip[)C)iuU’([. Kuglaud, at such a crisis, will have 
to send a rciuCorccinenl, indeed an indispensable 
jnop to the wlmlc military machinery of India, • 
oi'at least 40 or 60,000 men*. 

II rv!»N luil a liillc rcmuvkublc ihal at iho siege of As* 
sevgluir, wlien tliero were nearly 15,000, with direo Bi lga- 
ilior-gciienilfl; tlut romluct of the siege, not by selcciiou, 
but iis iT a niaUer of course, should hare been conrcrtcd 

a ytJiiiig Lieuleuanl of engineers; whose whole expe- 


Thus the oniccrsoflliearniy arc diverted fn 
ihcir esscniial duties willi their corps, and t 
interests of the s^ovLMiijncnl; consctiuenlly c 
posed to injury and to prejudice. The whi 
ol'tlic stair of the army, and all those who lu 
)ievnu\ncnt employ detached (Vom their cor 
should he set aside in a g-cncral list, and strii 
off tlic elhclent strcnglh of the reginienis 
which they belong; but; be permitted to r 
in them, until they .should attain a raiiU tl 
would preclude their holding any longer ill 
stair posts, when they might return to (li 
corps ill their relative ranks. During ih 
uhscncc, of course the several viteancios shot 
be Idled up; uqi* should the line of the an 
be sulrjccicd to any iuterruplion by al)se 

rtfucc i» war was ci»hracc<l in liis vjs<iL nml obsoi vf\iiui 
lliu uttack by HtDrin on Coinrli.s ni .bivii, It may be aHl< 
wlicn-c were all ilic CViloncl.H, I.icni.-coloneN, ami oUmr < 
cevs of ilic Engineers? Tliat l)iimcli (»f llie servieo i.s 
.spoiled iind lorn uway from llic real exercise of llieir piail 
sion, ill ihe .same way as dm ollmr Company’s corpn; ; 
in stiorl so passive is U>c miLiiru ol'war tleemoil by ns in Jm 
llml we may be sleeping too sinimlly ami too long, in 
aroused Ironi oiir lediavgy, \vo may [lerecivc loo laic 
yrrors mid rallacy uftliis sysUmu 
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ti’es oa stud' or other diilics. • OC nearly 4000 
Karopcau ollicers in the Company's anny,. there 
may i)e g-cnorally present in India, from 2400 
to 2700 ; of these certainly not less than hetsveen 
700 and BOO arc permanently or occasionally 
detached from the actual line of tlicir-profes- 
.sioii. 'i'hus we should rednee themimhcr of the 
Kiiropcan ollieers with the main cngiiK*, onr 
army, lo less (lian 2000—an army amounting 
to upwnrths of 100,000 men; or one oOicev to 
BO men; and then allowing a Commanding 
oOicer and Adjutant to cacit Battalion, an<l con- 
sctiucully two of cacii to a llcgimcnt, and there 
being of these in Bengal, Cavalry and Infantry 
09, Madras O-l, Bombay 14, or 07 by 4, (that is, 
040 oOieers excused iVoni charge of compnni&s) 
will render llie charge on each remaining olTiccr 
upwards of 100 men. Now', in Ilis M.\s anny 
in India, ollicers go out but willi one object, 
that is, of joining their corps, and staying by 
them. The consequence is, with tlic.yearly rc:* 
plcniahmcnt of ollieers, and many of these, of¬ 
ficers of (listiuction ami rank in Europe, any ,of 
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-li. corps kept in tliat complete and compact 
discipline, would be found before an enemy of 
men, instead of slaves, of the weight and value 
of at least any six Native battalions. The parts 
of the one arc linked together, heart and hand 
joined ; they arc as if in a desert, and notliing but 
annihilation can defeat them : those of the 
other are loose, of'cotnpotuul and contradictory 
ingre<lients ; the troops looking to,their officers, 
inspired and stimulated by them alone, the 
officers, at bottom, not confiding mncli in tlieir 
men; and the difiidcnce is natural, such a 
body, unless in close co-operation with a power¬ 
ful European contingent, would be found as 
brittle as glass, were but a serious body to 
strike against them. It is but justice to the 
Company’s oflicers, that the exclusive benefits of 
the service in stafl'appointments, &c. should be 
confined to them in a great measure, as they in fact 
enter that service for life,and oncechoosing it,can 
seldom alter their condition; yet the exclusion 
of H. i\f. officers should not be absolute, and 
particularly from appointments of an active 
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and purt'ly niilUary nature. Ofliccis of talent 
and zeal in that service, and who'may have 
beou ill India for years, should he eligible to all 
posts as above, excepting the general staff. 
JJiit to those appointments of brigade-staff, in- 
tei'prctors, division-staff, and all appointments 
in the line, if fitU’d or entitled to them by ser¬ 
vice, or application to the Native languages, the 
door should not be shut against them. Cy 
encouragement in this way, you will soon pos¬ 
sess in the several King’s corps officers who can 
interpret themselves for their commanders; the 
onicci’s of tlicsc corps will look upon the Na¬ 
tives by degrees ns more nearly allied, to their 
own nalnres than binlcsj and commanding 
oHicors of such cor[)S, iu passing through the 
country, can judge for themsclvcs—may deal 
and treat with ibo Natives or enemies in their 
own words; and in (pnttuig India after possi¬ 
bly a service of 520 years in it, know somewhat 
more of it and its language than they do at 
present, carrying with them little more about 
India, tlian if they hud resided the whole 
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time in the wilds of Siberia. Had Hiciit.- 
col. FancoUrt, who commanded at Vellore in 
1006, understood the "N-ativc language, he 
might have profiled by the inrormalion of a 
Scapoy who discovered tlic plot to him; but 
the Colonel and his family being totally ig¬ 
norant of the language, he was obliged to 
have recourse to a Suhahdar imjjlicated him¬ 
self ill the coUspiracy, and who interpreted 
the Scupoy’s report into a piece ol merriment, 
adding of himself that the Scai>oy had been 
mad for years. Thcsuceceding evening brought 
about the well-known calamities oF the 21st of 
July, IdOO, And at llydrabad about the same 
time Col. M. also of Mis ,M’s.sc.rvicc, had, through 
his ignorance of the habits and language of the 
Seapoys, nearly plunged the whole of that divi¬ 
sion into, ail insunecLion. To these we add the 
lamentable affair at Talnair, wbeiE had Sir T. 
Hislop understood the real state of the case, or 
been able to liear the Killcdar’s defence, he 
never'would have sanctioned the scene of that 
day; but, surroinidcd by men who had other 
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objects in view than the support of his Excel¬ 
lency s reputation, and who, rendered giddy by " 
a flush of success, and eager to enter upon their 
promised advancement without obstacle and 
without delay, blackened to his Excellency in 
tlic <larkcst colours the conduct of the garrison, 
and which in the sequel has no less blackened 
ourselves. But, however the good things of 
the army in India, and which are now reduced 
to the lowest scale, may' he apportioned to the 
King’s or Company’s army, it becomes a mat¬ 
ter of greater importance, that the efficiency 
of the line of the army should not he so mate¬ 
rially iiiteiTuptcd or broken upon as at present, 
whbre generally oflicers of talent and preten¬ 
sions are taken from their corps in which they 
might be useful, and placed in some quiet situ¬ 
ation or other. The consequence of this selec¬ 
tion is, that we unhinge the several corps in a 
great measure, and throughout the army if we 
find one or two smart officers with a battalion, 
it is the highest wc can look to. To .impose, 
therefore, upon tlie few oflicers present with a 
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battalion not only all its common duties, bui 
those also iu the field, where the duties and ex 
ertions of European officers with their Nativ( 
troops arc multiplied ten-fold, and to expcc 
that every officer of a few present is a man o 
energy, or resource within himself,—to thinl 
that they can individually not only commam 
their own presence of mind and nerve, but sti 
mulate and infuse a portion of these qualitie 
into the Seapoys, — is placing a burthen upoi 
Nature herself, which she is unable to carry, am 
whicli in such a climate as India should ii 
these essentials be as light as possible*. In tin 
difficulty of procuring for our Native armie 
fit subjects for military life, and considering 
likewise the necessity of maintaining the whol 

\Vc must constantly bear in mind the remark of th 
late Lord Melville, to prevent us throwing the whole systei 
of the Indian government into either one scale or the otiie 
and which can only be maintained in that quarter on sur 
grounds by a diversity of governments as well as of armie, 
"Tile monopoly of the Company is of as great importanc 
in a political view to the interests of the Stale, as its coin 
mercial advantages are to those of the Company 
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Indian systenij whether ofgovcrnmentor armies, 
in the most ninUitovm, distinct, and varied ciasses, 
we should turn our attention to the introduction 
of another class of troops, to be composed of 
Sceclecs, or Abyssinians, Arabs, Miikrannccs, 
natives of Madagascar, of the Malay and French 
Islands, and even those remote in the West 
Indies’*. 


• Had nol die altenUoa of our Govcniwcut "m England 
been entirely forgetful of our footing in the Eastern Islands 
nt the conclusion of the late treaty with Holland, «c might 
have lookerl towards that quarter for a wholesome Jiursery 
for our armies in India. By proper cncomagcmcnt.mil at* 
Icntion, the various tribes of Malays, Javanese, Maditrcse, 
and the inhabitants of Borneo and the Moluccas, might be 
vcndereil \\\ a short lime equal in dtscipUtic to our Indian 
Native uoo|)S; and with firmer hcarl.s, and more hanly and 
roljiist frames, ivoukl have added a most wholesome contin¬ 
gent to our Indian army. During the operations of .Sir S. 
A. in Java, and particularly in the assault on Mister Cor- 
iiclis, the resolute and desperate bravery of the Madurese 
and Javanese was most conspicuous: ihey stood the ap¬ 
proach of ouv slorming-pavtics of Europeans to the very 
bayonet, and only surrendered their posts with their lives: 
the very canals were glutted with the bodies of the former, 
whilst even the French and' Dutch troops sought safety in 
flight. And we could adduce several other instances of 
tliosc tough and savage tribes defending their •‘binlings/’ or 
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During peace the Company’s army might be 
officered as they should think fit; but the whole 
of those men unfit to bear arms should be re¬ 
moved at once : and, as above mentioned, we 
calculate on the Bengal side 100 for each 
battalion, and on Madras and Bombay 200— 
a body of men without strength, fire, or en¬ 
ergy of character, and unworthy of the arms 
they carry. Rejecting these men from our 
ranks, we should fill up their place, but in a 
difl’ereut class and a new branch, with a corre- 
sjjoiuling number of Black troops, disciplined 
and officered solely by His Majesty’s officers. 
The change by such a brancli to the Indian 
army would be little short of 20,000 men, and 
ill the system of King’s corps, complete with 
officers, would give a wholesome contingent to 
the Indian army ; and as the Company do not 

rude forls, and their prows, or boats, even against boarding- 
parties from men of wai', with the most invincible courage; 
frequently repulsing and defeating them. A battalion of 
such men, and under ofheers in whom they could confide, 
would from pliyMcal superiority alone be equal to any three 
Native battalions Ui the Southern armies oFIndta. 
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generally think it expedient to keep their own 
corps complete in officers (at all events as they 
have not as yet entered into any resolution to 
make up for those vacancies of Europejiu offi¬ 
cers by absejitees on staff-duty, &c.) let the 
Seapoy battalions, as they stand at present, be 
weeded of that class unfitted for arms, in¬ 
stead of liaving <;00 or 1000 men in a battalion, 
with possibly not more than 600 or 700 fit for 
service, and commanded and disciplined by 7 
or 8 European olKccrs; and the battalions being 
reduced to a lower number of select men, let 
the difference in numbers be transferred to the 
new, system, where, with the increased number 
of officers by Mis Majesty's army, and rcjccthig 
the plan of Native commissioned qfjiccn altogether^ 
wc should in time prepare the way for a larger 
extension of this plan. Thus, in Madras there 
are 50 Native battalions, each of late 900 
strong, or 45,000 men. Of each battalion there 
arc 200 unfit for arms, or 10,000 men. The 
proportion of European officers present in the 
Madras Native army is to those of the Kings 
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coi'ps as 1 to 6 or 6. Now it may be taken 
for granted that the Company’s are amply re¬ 
compensed in the duties of tlic staff, and otlier 
public situations filled by ofHcers, without 
charging it to the military account, or- sub¬ 
tracting on that score from tlic etiicicncy of the 
army ; so tliat if we only transfer tlie difference 
between the establishment of European ofHcers 
and those actually present with the Native 
corps, to the proposed system, we shall not 
have incurred an additional rupee’s expense 
beyond the original design; and in addition to 
the advantage of giving a balance in some ratio 
to our lately augmented and now unwieldy 
Native army, we shall plant a new system to 
counteract by degrees the errors of the old one 
in the Native commissioned class; and what is 
still of more importance, wo vshall add, by pro¬ 
per encouragement and selection of brave and 
hardy men, a complement nearly ccjual to the 
number of Majesty’s troops in India. The 
Company’s Native corps then may be kept up, 
according to the expediency of the moment, in 


527 


vfptai'fl lo olliccrsi but these corps should 
iigain lie vveede<l and jiicked out for select 
battJilious, in the mamier of the Rifle aud Light 
enrpa, aud the diseipliuiiijr of which should not 
he left to eluiucc, hut a due coiuplcmcut of offi¬ 
cers coustauily kept wltii them. The system 
of recruiting others than the Natives of India 
for our army, should lie conimeuecd upon hy 
attaeliiug those tliat uuiy enter to European 
coi))8 fill' a time, that they may observe the 
system, and rogiir{l the authority of tlic Eiiro- 
pciui oHicers alone, gradually and impercep¬ 
tibly, and witlunit reference to the Scapoy 
haftalioa. .I'ivcry forbearance should be used 
to tiiose recruits in the first instance, for they 
are move irritahlo, revengeful, aud proud than 
the Natives of India, whom, generally speak¬ 
ing, we i‘au distort or model into any shape or 
figure imt that of a real man. 

I'lie dth class of the troops of the Indian 
army are the regular corps of our Allies, such 
as the Ilydrahad, or Russel brigade, those of 
Ihumali, Niigpore, ami other states. These 
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corps arc <lisciplii\cd and officered by Euroj 
officers from His Majesty’s'aud the Compy 
service; and have in most of them attain( 
height of discipline equal to the Compa 
Native corps. The men are generally I 
doostanees, with Mahraltas; these will e 
those corps where they will not our’s, as 
services of the former are of a provincial nal 
and they are seldom employed beyond t 
particular boundary. 

The 5th class are the irregular horse of 
Allies, as above, officered, but not in such ii 
bers, as the regular infantry of our Allies, 
European officers, possibly 1 to 200, genei 
from the Company’s service. Many of t 
corps have proved themselves useful in the 
desultory warfare in the Dcckan, particul 
those divisions of them employed under Ci 
S^, D., R., and S".; however, generally sp 
ing, they would be found more useful 
escorting supplies, &c. than for the purp 
of a steady or disciplined army. 

The 6th class are the Scebundccs, or 


\ 


















accusto?ne<l to tlie use of tliu matchlock, 
who, for want of better, are employed ha aid¬ 
ing the collectors* servants, guarding passes 
and hill-forts, where behind a rock or wall tlicy 
may be useful in the defence of their posts. 
These corps seldom have European olhcers ; and 
if any, but one to superintend their pay, elisci- 
pliiie, and musters*'. 

* The services of the Russel brigade have been of late 
very tlistiiiguisliod 5 an<l the aiegc anil rcducliott of the fort 
of Nownh (by Major ritman, Bengal army), in the country 
of the Naicks, N. E. of Hyderabad, by that brigade, witli two 
heavy gim.s, a (Icliiil of ariilJery, aiid a pony of irrogular 
horse, In March last, for smartness of execution niul bril¬ 
liancy of achievement, stands perhaps nnparallcilcil by nny 
similar afi'air during the whole of the late wav. Tho above 
troops sustained for many days a very heavy lo.ss before it j 
they were, however, indefatigable, and pu.shed their works 
to the very couiUerscorp,-which they blew in, aiul ns.snult- 
ing tho enemy to nearly 600 men at the breach find in the 
fort, they carried the place by sheer dint of thu bayonet. 
Yet we have never seen any public acknowledgment of that 
service—not that it was deemed unworthy ofdue praise, but 
perhaps becau.se the corps by which it was achieved did not 
belong to the regular army. Such a .service, lioivovcr, ]>cr- 
formed under the direction and at the example of ] 3 i-itjsh 
ofTicer.s, certainly merited sonic public testimony, and in¬ 
finitely more so than the reduction of MiihdcJah and 
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To rotlucc these ‘200,000 men to cn'cetive 
numbers a^iinst an enemy ol’ any clmvactcr, 
we shall expunge t]»e last two classes of 10,000 
jnoii aitogether, as only /it to escort grain or 
supplies from our magazines or depOts. Ofour 
European army, King’s and Company’s, ‘27,000, 
we must deduct 10 from every 100, on ilrst 

Clifindul), where, we v«;rily lielievc, theiu wns nicii'«‘ |miiei- 
cohsuiuchI in ilie cumplimcms on Uiokc occuHijms ihnii wm 
oxpcnclcil iu llie cmirUlgCH aisclmiyeii—lwn or llirer men 
being l<illcd «U(l luilT u dozen wown'led iil llie ronner pluec, 
i\utl nl liio luucr, such the tliffiaifn/ul' tlu; in ciicli, lliat ilio 
horao-mtillcry ncUinlly gullopisl over ii, lln: enoiny Hying 
and Uu'owing UiciUHclvea oil* ilic walls In every direction. 
Wo should be glad lo see the copimw hU-ouiu ul’ public cm- 
comium in India HomowhnKuiriuilcd.und cmliniul lo Inirdy 
and esscniiiil services. A |MibHc acknowloilmncni of ihe 
govcrnincml slunild be a rare and disliiigniHhed mark of 
pidiHc approlmliou ; whereas oriulo, frocn ihe nmss ui’namca 
contained and ic-cchocd in Uio general ordors, k is ns didi¬ 
cult lo discover as lo remember the particular inorit of any 
iiidividcml. I’roiir this pncciice every Nnhordinulc* ciflicfir in 
charge of a dctnchniciit usHumen a riglit of issuing his own 
panegyric, if at all employed; and Moinowlmt in Urn manner 
of a ballad, wo perceivo in these ordovH dim nieaHuri! ami 
mimbcrs (not a rank left out) Hlrlclly preserved ; tlial the 
dinicuUy would bo, not to find wheru moi it existed, as it was 
lo Im round every where, but lodiBCfimiiuilc llio active iVom 
liic iillcin tlic general heap. 




taking the field, as unfit .for service, time ex¬ 
pired, sick, Thus, suppose 14 .European 
Regiments ordered to the field, the most wc 
could turn out would be 12,GOO ; and from these 
or any portion of them on field service, wc may 
deduct 10 from each 100 for the first six months, 
and after that, for the same space, as long as 
under canvass, 7, as unfit for service, or de¬ 
ceased. The Royal Scots, who had been in ad¬ 
vance chiefly in barracks, but on service in 
tents since 1000, lost from that period to the 
beginning of 1819, upwards of 800 men, the 
chief mortality whilst under canvass; and the 
Company’s- European Regiment, from May 
1817 to December 1818, being for tlic greater 
part of the corps also under canvass in advance, 
lost about 340 men from BOO, and not more 
than 20 of these killed in action. But so heavy 
a mortality amongstour European army in India 
might bo greatly alleviated, and remedied, by 
greater attention to the sick of that class, as to 
carriage, diet, and clothing. —The Medical 
branch of our army requires also, and admits of, 
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considerable improvement. We understand, 
the Court of Directors have proposed limiting 
tlic seats at the Medical Board to a certain term. 
This would, no doubt, be attended with the 
best effects, as in such an arrangement we 
shoulfl find gentlemen of energy and life, called 
at 021 CC froni active service in t)ie field or with 
tlie armies, and exerting themselves at the 
board; whereas on the present system, a gentle¬ 
man gaining bis scat by seniority alone, and 
keeping it as long* as be pleases, has no public 
object sufliciently strong to stimulate bis zeal 
and application in improving the service. 
From this drowsiness or dulness in that depart- 
jneiif, several of the forces experienced the 
greatest want of medicines, See. during tlie late 
campaign. Even at Mahidpore in the field hos¬ 
pital, there was scarcely a bit of dressing plaster 
for the wounded oflicers; none for the men; nor 
was there a single set of amputating instruments 
besides those belonging to individual surgeons ; 
some of these without them: anrl we have 
the best authority for saying that, of those 






333 


amputated, from the bluntness of the knives 
and the Want of dressing plaster alone, two out 
of three died in the hospital. The medicines • 
that ought to have attended tl»e Comoiander in 
chief in August 1817, did not reach the army 
until its return fioin llimlostan, in Fel). follow¬ 
ing; and we perceived the European detach¬ 
ment, under the Hononiahle Lieut.-coh W., 
from Hydrabad towards lliudah in October, 
1817, for eleven days, without a grain of me¬ 
dicine of any description that could be adminis¬ 
tered ; the consequence was, tlic men fell sa¬ 
crifices to complniiUs, that might ha^’e been 
remedied, no less than 17 of them having died 
on the march. These extraordinary deficiencies 
surely merit some correction, or at least inquiry 
into thcin.'^ 


* It is remarkable enough, that we should pay more at¬ 
tention to our Native troops, than to oar Europcatts; every 
man of whom, independent of the claim he has upon our 
humanity in the siiei ificc of his life to us, stands govern- 
merit in nearly 100 /. by the time he is landed in India. 
We find that all the Light corps in Madras are not only 
furnished with carriage at the public expense, but if their 
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Tlic clothing and feeding the European sick 
ill hospitals should he tmiisfcrrcd altogether to 

is lost, thev are recoinpciiseci by the Governtnent 
for it j and that they in like manner receive from the govern¬ 
ment warm great coats gratuitously once cverj' three years. 
Now the Euro|icau3, whether King’s or Company’s, have not 
one ofthc.'c indulgences held out to them. They must hire 
ihcii'own carriage, and sinnd to the cotiseqiience if ii is lost; 
they must [lurchasc their own great cdais, and at an advance to 
the Company af5 percent. The pay of'an European soldier is 
13 rupees; and of a Seapoy in the field 9 motuhly. U is true, 
theEuropcaii in the field is furnished witli provisions by the 
goyerninenL gratis, such as meat aiul rice, but he ims to 
pay for iiis urrack, In'scookboy, bread, vegetables, washing, 
barber, and carriage; and at the end of a inonili, if he has 
three rupees coming to him, it is the very most. 'I'lic Sea- 
p(»y is furnished with rice at a certain standard price, and 
his wants, generally speaking, arc as two to five, lo those of 
aKuroponn. It cannot he said that the indolgenco above 
extended to the Light corps, is granted them because they 
are the only marching corps in the army; the Iloyal Scots 
have for the last nine years been marching mile for mile 
with them ; so have lately the M. E. 11. and the Europeun 
Light Uattulion in (he southern MahraUa country. Many 
of thu.se men, harassed almost to death, and driven to despair, 
have (juitted the ranks, and shot themselves. We perceive 
the Madras Government oflering a bounty lo oW men of H. 
M. corp.s of 170 rupcis, to enter the Company’s service; now 
ivn.'iums of tliat amount, or 200/. ammally, would in Englaml 
purchase warm clothing and blanketing, that would cer¬ 
tainly preserve to us (he lives of lOO Europeans, far beyond 
the present term of their general rurt of years. 
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tlu'. (>)inii)issiuint dcpiirtinent, uiu\ the deduo- 
tious now miult; for the surgeons be caviied 
f rom the pay of tlie men to the side of govern¬ 
ment; which will he fully equal to the charges 
necessarily incurred. Tlic jModieal line might 
still retain their allnwauecs hn medicines, &c.; 
Init, as a general remark to all public branches, 
tlieic should he no room left for any possible 
collusion between men’s interests ami their 
duties; partieuhirly in eases so nearly afl’cctlng 
the higiiest calls of Itumanity and public cx- 
pediimey. We sliouUl soon perceive tlic good 
cfCects of an arrangement of this kind, in the 
paucity of our European sick, and tlie decrease 
from tlnx'e to lour in the hundred annually in 
the mortality, telling so heavily in the present 
.system against the European troops in the field 
in India. J'ivcry I’ield Hospital, north of the 
Kistnah, or at all in exposed or hilly situations, 
should he fvirniahcd with Ji good blanket, flan¬ 
nel or serge Jacket and Irowsci-s, for each sick 
man, witli a warm night-cap. These simple 
and cheap comforts to the men will prove 
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better in aiul against sickness, bowel complaints, 
&c. than all the medicines that cun be thrown 
into them. No matter what the season is, 
hot. or cold, wet or feverish; the European 
soldier is sent off with his corps or detach" 
ment provided by the government with tent¬ 
age alone ; no carriage for his baggage or family ; 
no warm clothing in the shape of bedding, $cc. 
allowed (not even straw), he rests upon the 
ground, wet or dry, and can but ut best protect 
himself from damp, or the myriads of insects 
that torment him, by throwing up . a small 
niouiul around his birth, and adding some 
straw or grass. If lie is unwell, he is sent to 
the hospital, and stripped of his warm jacket, 
and furnished with the hospital dress, composed 
of folds of’ bine cotton cloth; the trowsers, 
night-cap, and bedding the same. He under¬ 
goes possibly a course of mercury, or some such 
process of medicine. He, lies extended on the 
cold ground, no bed-place or plank being al¬ 
lowed, and he thus continues under his hospital 
'•eginien, until he is cured; but bow seldom is 
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that the case! and of the many wlto enter a 
I'ield Hospital, how few ever return! We have 
seen a field of battle, and we have seen some of 
our own field Hospitals, and the contrast of dis¬ 
tress was deplorable on the side of the latter. 
In the former it is chance of war, and what we 
must look to in our profession; but in the latter, 
the wretched rows of Europeans strctclicd out 
on the cold and naked ground, under fevers, 
&c. and these moving off hy two and tlirec 
a day to their graves, solely tlnough want of 
comfortable clothing and nourishing diet, is 
what humanity cannot reflect on without shud¬ 
dering. We fancy as much depends upon the 
warm and secure condition in which a patient’s 
body is kept frotn damp, cold, &c. for the due 
edicacy of medicine, as upon tlie (luality of the 
medicine itself; and wc know by our own expe¬ 
rience and observation, that putting an unfortu¬ 
nate man under a course of mercury on a cold 
floor, without bedding or covering, is but hurry¬ 
ing on the fate of the wretched sufferer. ’ 


z 
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Closing tlici5ii})Ject of the Anny in Indij 
must likewise make allowance for a cons 
able deduction, if called to the field, from 
Native corps of cavalry and infantry, alio 
for those on recruiting service, sick, dcscri 
and a thousand {luties that fall in a war to 
tive troops, wliich would reduce the effe 
line of eacli battalion from 900 to 600 or 
so that from our Native army, cavalry ar 
fantry, 131,400, we could seldom move t( 
field 80,000; and this would be the iittuos 
siUc stretch, leaving, of course, a certain ( 
of troops for the protection and peace o 
interior. Tliat number of Native troops 
be of a relative .value to us in proportic 
they shall he coupled with European tn 
thus, 50,000 Natives, with 12,000 Europ 
would, we are confident, be equal to any 1 
pean army that could reach India of 5' 
men ; but 20,000 Natives of themselves, 
as they arc at present, would have but a 
chance of success against half that numb 
an European enemy. Of such vital impor 














is our European stock and ingredient to the army 
of India: to the numbers, solidity, and compact 
order of which we must ever look with steady 
regard, whctlicr in contests internally or ex¬ 
ternally. 

Yours, &c. 

Caunaticus. 
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eneral Orders by HU Excellency the Mcst 

• Noble the Governor General. 

Head-Quarters. Camp Imleeah, 9lh Bsc. 18 n. 

H.S Excellency tire Most Noble the Gover- 

nv.General. adverting to tire peculiar and de 
uitorv nature of tire warfare, in rVlncli so many 
eparate divisions and' detacbments are at present - 

l,aye beerv s^d^ officers in command of di- 
and usages of His Majesty’s service. . ■, . ■ 
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The Governor-General is pleased to detcr- 
mincj tliat all captured horses deemed lit For 
army purposes, or for the stud, shall be set 
apart and reserved for the service of govern¬ 
ment; and commanding officers of divisions 
arc directed to authorize immediate payment to 
the captors, at the regulation prices, for all such 
horses duly approved by a committee of com¬ 
petent officers. 

(Signed) J. Young, 

Secretary to the Governor- Gen. 

Military JDepartman. 


General Orders by His Excellency the Most 
Noble the Governor-General. 

Head Quarters, Camp Koolurjc, oti 
the Terra), Sth April, 1818 . 

His Excellency the Most Noble the Gover¬ 
nor-General, anticipating the sanction of the 
Crown and of the Honourable Company, is 
pleased to order and direct, that all lawful prize, 
captured since the 20th of October 1817, from 
the Powers now or lately at war with the British 
Goveniment, shall be distributed at the earliest 
possible period among the several armies, divi¬ 
sions, and corps of His Majesty’s service, or of 
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the three Presidencies, engaged in the combined 
opciations of the campaign iu llindoostan and 
the Dcckan, under the general command of the 
Most Noble the Commandev-in-Chief iu India. 

Ilis Excellency accordingly authorizes the 
Most Noble the Commandcr-in-Chief to cause 
Prize Agents to be named, and the distribution 
to be made conformably to the usages of the 
British service in similar cases. In the common 
prize-fund will be included all sums awarded, or 
to be awarded, as valuation of guns and slorcs 
taken or rlestroycd by any division or portitni 
of the general force employer! during the war. 
The Most Noble the Coimnaiu!cr-rn*Chicf will 
be pleased to direct, that all proceeds of prize 
already realized be paid forthwith into the hands 
of the officers in charge of the pay depariments 
with the several armies or divisions, who will 
grant cpiadvu plicate receipts for the amount, 
one copy of winch will be retained by tlm per¬ 
son depositing the money, and by the officer 
under whose authority the deposit shall be made; 
and two .will be sent to the Military Secretary, 
to the Coinniander-in-Chicf, of which one will 
be deposited in His Lordship’s office, and the 
other tiansinittcd to the office of the Secretary 
to Government in the military department. 



All prize property not yet sold, or that may 
be captured hereafter, will be delivered over to 
the Commissariat department with the capturing 
division, and will be there disposed of to the 
best advantage for the benefit of the troops, or 
appropriated, at a fair valuation to be acquiesced 
ill by the Commanding Olficcr, for the use of 
Government, similar receipts being granted for 
the amount. 

If any proceeds of prize or prize-money shall 
have already been divided b)' any corps or divi¬ 
sions of the armies in the field, the Governor- 
General directs, that an exact account of the 
same, and of the manner of its distribution, may 
be rendered by the Commanding Ofiicer to the 
Commander-in-Chief, or Prize Agents, in order 
that the quotaalrearly sliarcd by euch individual 
may be deducted from the dividend which shall 
ultimately be assigned to him out of the general 
fund. 

Doubts having arisen how far the provisions 
of the General Order of tlie 9th December last 
arc to be considered as applicable under the 
more regular clmracter which the campaign has 
assumed since that period, the Governor-General 
takes this opportunity of declaring that General 
Order to be in full force in regard to booty 
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captured from the Piiularrces only, but no other 
description of prize. All property lawfully cap¬ 
tured from the troops of any Power at war with 
the British Government, althougli Pindarree 
forces may have been mixed with such troops 
in action^ is to be considered as falling within 
the provisions of the General Order now pro¬ 
mulgated. 

(Signed) J. Youxo, 

Secrclory lo the Got. Gen. 

Miluary Deiiartment. 

A ti ne Copy. 

(Signed) Geo. Cadell, 

A. Gereral. 


Camp at Rajapoor, May 5th, 1818. 

The Committee being tissembled for the pur¬ 
pose of consulting regarding property lately 
discovered lu the town of Nassuck to a very 
considerable amount, determine on the follow¬ 
ing resolutions. 

The CommtUee, contemplating the nature 
in wliich the jewels, &c. See. have fallen into 
the possession of Captain Briggs, do not hesi¬ 
tate in declaring it to be their opinion, that 
it resvdted entirely from the information given 
in the President’s letter, dated the 21st uUlmo, 
and the rapid and successful operations of the 
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troo[Js niulcr the coinmaiicl of Licut.-coloncl 
McDowell. 

The suvreiKlcv of (iO) forts, together with the 
several towns, to tlic Sebundies of the Civil 
authority, can only be attributed to tlie pre¬ 
sence of the regular troops employed in con¬ 
quering the country; in support of which the 
'following is a strong instance:— 

During the offensive operations against I'riin- 
bnek, Captain Briggs detached a party of Se- 
buudics with a Killedar to take possession of 
the fort of Wajeera. Tlie Killedar continued 
to fire upon Captain Briggs’s party until 3'riin- 
buck had fallen, when Wajeera, with several 
other forts, immediately solicited the protection 
of the Britivsh Government. 

Considerations of the Prize Committee, in sup¬ 
port of their claims to the jewels, &c. ii: 
question; should any doubt arise as to its noi 
being the just and lawful prize property oi 
the troops employed in subduing the authority 
of Badjee Row, and his adherents in arms 
against the British government. 

Ist. The total inability of the present in 
cicasc<l number of Sebundies, under Captaii 
Briggs, to have forced even the weakest of tin 
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' 2 ^ torts thath<ave surrendered* in consetjuencc 
of the operations of the detachment. 

2nd. The force or reputation of our arms, 
rvncl our vicinity to Nassuck, enabled Captain 
Briggs’s peons to proceed in advance of the 
detachment, and establish die Civil authority in 
the town. 

3rd. The improbability that even an open 
town like Nassuck would have yielded to a 
much stronger detachment of irregulars, than 
that sent on by Captain Briggs, when it is a 
known fact, that part of die garrison of Trim- 
buck only quitted the town the day that Col. 
M'Dowell’s detachment encamped there. 

4th. Tliat positive resistance has not hitherto 
been considered necessary to entitle the detach¬ 
ment to public t>vopcYty, is exemplified in the in¬ 
stances of UnkieTunkie, Indeego, and Doorubf. 

. 5th. That Nassuck was capable of resistance, 
that is, it contained troops, and treasures of 
killedars and adherents of Badjee Row. 

* Unkie-Tuukie, Rajdior, Indcego, Doorub, Trimbuck, 
Hurruz, Wajeera, Rowleygew, Sownye, EywuUa, Achola, 
Maramdah, Rowla, Jowla, Charcumah, Caldher, Hulger, 
Ramchaizc, Curwarra, Bascurgur, Jhigurrah, Ireujulwarry. 

t Nassuck and many other towns are now occupied by 
the Soebundies of the Civil aulhotiiy. 
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6th. That the object of this force, is to sub- 
<lue and take possession of this part of tlie 
country, and by attaining which, the detach* 
ineiU is fully entitled to the Sircar property, 
that Ijy established custom fails to the con- 
(]ucrois. 


Teruis of the Surrender of tlje Fort of Singhur. 

Camp near Singhur, March 2, 1818, 
Ham CluuKler Choudry consents to surrender 
the Fort of Siughur to Brigadier-General Pritz- 
Icr on the following conditions;— 

Ut As soon as an oliicer on the part of the 
General shall reach the gateway, itshall be made 
over to him. 

2fl. The garrison shall march out with their 
arms and their private property. The Arabs 
and Gosaions shall proceed to Ellichpore, and 
shall not take service, nor enter into any in¬ 
trigues on their road. Hostages shall be given 
for tlie observance of this article,—Acheans on 
the part of the Arabs and two Hahunts on the 
part of the Gosaions. Passports in tlie name of 
the British Government shall be furnished, and 
Hircarrahs sent to accompany the Arabs and 
Gosaions to Ellichpore; on the return of tlie 
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Hivcavrahs, the hostages shall be vcleascd,—bin 
should the Arabs and Gosaions not proceed to 
EUichpore, or should they enter into any service, 
or any intrigues on the way, the hostages shall 
suffer death. The Mahraitas of the garrison shall 
give two hostages to be kept a month for their 
not entering into any service, but returning 
quietly to their homes. All persons shall be liable 
to search in removing tbeir private property. 

3d. The Chowdryand bis Carcoans and other 
servants shall not be obstructed in removing 
their private property. 

4th. All property belonging to Badjce Row, 
or his chiefs, or their dependants, or to bankers, 
or Ryots, shall be made over untouched to any 
person commissioned by tlie General to receive 
it; if it should appear that any part of it is re¬ 
moved by the garrison, or by the Chowdry him¬ 
self or his people, the Chowdry shall be bound 
to make it good, and to answer for the breach 
of the capitulation. 

(Signed) Tjjeop’. Pritzler, 

Camp near Singhur. March 2 . 18 t 8. Brigndfer-Grnfro/. 

A irnc Copy- 

(Signed) Theop'. Prstzleu. 
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Camp near Pooiiah, May IPf 181 H. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to inclose copies of various 
letters that have passed between General Dove- 
ton, Captain Briggs; Colonel M'Dowell, and the 
Prize Agents in Khaiuleish,aiul myself, regarding 
some treasure foiuul at Nassuck. The property 
alluded to was lodged in a fort in Gungtony, 
belonging to the Agent of Roop Ram Chovuhy- 
When Jwingeu surren<lered, the Agent ordered 
his other forts to be made over to* us, and 
warned the persons entrusted with the 
toh'cmove it; they did so, and concealed it in a 
private house iu Nassuck; but the place of its 
concealment becoming known to the Ageut, 
he conceived himself at liberty to disclose it to 
me; I immediately .wrote a minute description 
of the place where the treasure was hidden to 
Captain Briggs, who managed with much sa¬ 
gacity and address to secure the whole; the 
value is said by the Choudry’s Agent to be 76 
lacs of rupees, but, independent of the chance 
of exaggeration, the'property (being chiefly 
jewels) is not of a description likely to sell for 
its full value. 

It is necessary to mention that the occupation 
of Nassuck by Captain Briggs’s Sebuudies was 
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reported to loc in a letter dated 10th of April 
last: the detachment was then only at, or near 
Rajdicr, and did not reach Nassuck till* the 20th 
or 21st of tliat month. 

I liavc the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Sigued) J. Elphinston. 

']‘o .lolni Ailam, Esij. &c. &c. 

A true Copy, 

(Signed) H.Tovuy. 


Statement taken on the 3d May, IBIO, regatd- 
ing the circmnstances which led to t)ie occu¬ 
pation of the Town of Nassuck, and tire dis¬ 
covery afterwards in that place of j-ev^rcls and 
treasure belonging to Badjce Row, said to be 
of the value of seventy-six lacs of rupees. 
When the dctachniciit I command moved 
towards the Gungtorry province, beginning of 
last April, Captain Briggs, who was directed 
to act under the Hon. Mr. Elphinstone, sole 
Commissioner for the settlement of the territory' 
conquered from the Peishwah, applied to me 
for 300 auxiliary horse, to send forward with 
some Sebundics to summon and take possession 
ofNassuck. 
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Tlic sunciidcr of UnkicTunkic, on t))e 6tl) 
of this month, aiul the approach of the detach¬ 
ment, as well as the appearance of the horse 
and Sebundies, induced the inhabitants of that 
town to lake protection. After tlie fall of 
Rajdiertlieevacuation in consequence of Indrie, 
Dhoorup, and some other hill-forts of less note, 
the detachment marclied towards Trimbuck, 
and on tlie 19th eucainpe<I within a mile of 
Nassuck, where it remained for two days;<!uring* 
this time the Prize Committee gained positive 
information that property to a very large amount 
belonging to Badjec Row was concealed in the 
town. 

Major Andrews, the President, applied to me 
to be ])cnnitted to search for it, 1 sent this letter 
to Captain Briggs, who wrote in reply that lie 
could not allow a search without jiennission of 
tlic sole Commissioner; this was on tlm 21st of 
April, 

Meantime I marched the detachment to the 
siege of Trimbuck ; after the fall of that fortress, 
on the ‘29th, I returned to the neighbourhood of 
Nassuck : at this time an answer to Major An¬ 
drews’s application for making- the search was 
anxiously looked for. 

On the 1st of May Captain Briggs requested 
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to speak with me. He told me he liad just receiv¬ 
ed a letter oF great conscfjueiicc from the lion. 
Mr. Elphinstoiic, on the subject of concealed 
treasure belonging to Badjee Row in the town 
of Nassuck; he then read that part of the letter 
which mentioned the street and house where it 
was hidden, as well as the name of the man 
Avho had charge of it. After some conversation 
regarding the best place to secure-it, it was 
agreed that I should take a party of pioneers, 
and a detachment of Scapoys, and go early next 
morning with Captain Briggs into Nassuck. 
Shortly after, I took Captain Briggs aside, and 
told him the Seapoys and pioneers would be 
ready at Gunfire: he then said he would first 
ascertain, by going in by himself, if the man 
was in the town, and afterwards would write to 
me to bring in the pioneers and Scapoys. 

He accordingly went in next morning, and 
in the course of the day I received a note from 
Captain Briggs saying that he could not gain 
any information regarding the man, but added, 
it will be as well to scud in the pioneers and 
Seapoys: I ordered them off, and as it was late, 
I recommended tiiat guards should be placed 
over the house during the night, and that 1 
should be with him early next morning. 

2 A 




appendix. 


I accordingly xvent in, and found tlmt 

jewels. &c. had been dug up 

arrd secured by the regular troops of the deta 

™?Ihen called on Captain Briggs, who rela 
the circumstances and particulars, an 

at the same time, that silver articles to 

amount of 12.000 rupees had also been • 

vered with the Nassuck jewels.-and that ft 

articles had been brongdit into Nassuckf.^ 

hill-fort, a dependency of fi imbue t. 
requested I would send a 
lodge the treasure, which I did, and aftei 
detached a company under an Europemr o 
to escort it to camp- 

(Signed) Andrew M'Dowell, 

LUtU.-CoL Commanding del. tl^d. Subs. 
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Mieer Khun, .surrenders liis arlilleiy, 134-. compleiely hum. 
Lle.l, 273. • 

of, 2+1. fornlescribcii, 2+3. 

Appa Sahih, Hujah of Herar, defeat of, +2. dupHciiv of, 235 , 
arrc.stcd, ib. escapes, 23(>. narrowly escapes from being 
relol<en,2+7. harboured at Asserghur, 248. a fugihve, 
27 1 j 27.3. Sec Nugpore. 

Arabs, nasauli on the Britisit at Sceiaboldce, 37. defence of 
Nagpurc, 40 ; terms granted to, 50. coivduciHlCorygawnj, 
70. at Tnlnair, 140, 149*153. will noisuflct ibeir arms to 
be forcibly wested from tbem, 151. conduct oL Mailt, 
gavvni, 105, 204 ; terms granted to, 21+ ; their insolence 
aiStiiat, 214. Arabs with the Pci>hwah di'pcrsed, 233. 
barbarity to a detachment underCapt. Sparkts, 235. con¬ 
duct at Aniulnatr,2ll-245. at Asserghur,257, 258. tbeif 
character, 204. summary of their services. 2fiS. 

Army, reguiar, and irregular troops of our Allies, contrasted, 
12i.* 

Army of India, remarks on, and suggestions for the improve¬ 
ment of, 290-339. medical departmenl,.331-337. 

Ashica, action at, l55, 156. 

Assr.rghur, Appa Sahib and Cheetoo harbourcil at, 217. fruit¬ 
less endeavonrs to displace the Killedar, 243-251. fort 
described, 251. siege, 255. surrendered, 262, 263. want 
of European ofttcers at the s4ege, 315. 

Aurungzebe, Hinperor, expedition tothe Deckaii, 99. 
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Daifjee liow^ the Peislavuh, ri)isu?>f]erstanding \yith ihe R< 
dent, 53. snijcijooef) a murtJcr by TrimbiJi hjet*, 54-; • 
placed a force uiwler J»im after his e.scnpe, 57. compel 
to assign territory according lo iho treaty of Bassein, 
excites the neighbouring states to hostility, 59, 
desires European troops to be withdrawn, 01. liostili 
cominoitced by, (yi. opportunity of bringing him to act 
lost. 66, 07. forsakes his capital, (38. his indignation 
hiK failure at Corygasvm, 7 3. his army under Gocklah 
feaicd at Ashtee, 155, |50. treasure of his taken at ^ 
suck, 177, 187, 345, 350,351 ; at Singhur, 34-7. his skil 
evading pur.suit,2t28. his camp surprised &c. 230. pU 
himself in the hands of the BrilUh, 232, 273. See Pooi 

Buhauderpore, fort of, surrendered, 2'V4-. 

Bheels, or Hill* robbers, HO-142, 

BWggs, Capt. (Vivil commissioner for settlement of rodu 
countries, 103. refused to permit a search for Bat 
Row’s pro'perty at Nassuck, 177. his conduct vespcd 
the seizure of that property, 187, 350, 351'; the propi 
claimed by the Prize Committee, 345. his conduc 
Malligawm, SI2*2I4-; on the capture of'l'rimbuckjee 
his property, 221. 

liriihh government in India, advance of, 278, 279,281,' 
necessity of a reformation of the Native, army for its? 
port, and means suggested, 295*322. 

Bullocks, remarkable docility of, 91. 

Camp-followers, necessity of restricting their numbers, 1 
132. 

Caves of FMora, description of, 158. jirobable mod 
which they were executed, 160. 

Chandah, reduction of, 329. 

Cheetoo, a celebrated Pindarrte leader, defeated and 
property taken, 135, 136. narrow escape of, 247. ki 
by a tiger, 272. 
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Chinese, dispeidion of llie Scriptures among useless, 280. 

Choleia ;hoj-A«s, miserable eflects of, 217. 

ChThtUinity, compulsory propagation of it in India impoU* 
tic, and not likely to succeml, 283,28+, 287, 

Compnny's Europeaniroftps, remarks on, 2dl, all. appoin- 
nieius should not be confined to the Comp:iny’s European 
ofiicers, 318-320. 

Connoullis, Marquis, adminisiration of, 14-ld, 

Coiygnwni, action with the Arabs at, 70-75. 

Dttvtes, I.ieui., liis plan of attack on TlajJier, 170, 172; on 
'I'l-Imbuck, 178 ; Malligawm, 194. his gallant death, 196. 

Doveton, Gen., defoal of the Rajah near Kagpoiu, 4-2 ; 
avcr.se tolhe terms granted to the Aiabs, 49, closy pursuit 
of liatljcc Row, 230. decisive conduct to the Killedar of 
As.sorghur, 233. 

Elpkiuston, Hon. Mr., Resident at Roonah, disagree’inont 
tvitJi the Pfisliuah,.53. conduct »n the insurrection, 0l- 
64, 07, 69. letter respecting properly found sit Nussuck, 

■ 350. 

European qfficers, necessity of in the Native corps, 292. the 
great want of them of late years, and remedy suggested, 
3JO-322, 325,320. iiistaiices of absence from Ist IVJadras 
infantry, 312. the officers engaged in other employments, 
312,314. 

Explosion of our magazine before Asserghur, 259, a former 
instance, 260. 

Field Hospitals, want of necessary comforts in, 335-337, 

Fitzgerald, Capl. spirited conduct of, 40, 

Fraser, Lieul.-col. his death, 257. 

FrtfttcA power jn iudro, annihilated, 8, 9. 

GiVpec/Imnoir taken, 245,246. 
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Gocklah, killed lii the actioual Ashtee, 155, )50. recount of 
him,267. 

Goda\ tr\j river, rise anU course of, 18-t, 185. 

Gospel, flispp.r.sion of translations of parts of among the Na¬ 
tives useless, 285. 

Huntings, Marquis of, coinniencfttncnt of his administration, 
20. lien- organization of the Mahratta states, 21. opera- 
tmns determined against the Pindarrees, 33. dissatisfied 
with the terni.s granted totbcArab-salNagporc, 50. com¬ 
pels itio Peisliwali to fulfil the treaty of Bassein, 5S. dis¬ 
approved of liie retirement of the army from Uurdah, 97. 
compelled the Mysore cavalry to restore captured pro- 
p(;rty, 123. approval of the aflairat Tahiatr, 176. benefi¬ 
cial result of Ids measures, 273. 

Jlindiu, fort of, taken, U8. 

Hindoo devoieu, .sacrificed to his superstition, 89. character 
of the Hindoo, 2$7, 288. 

Hindos/an, oppressed state of under its native rulers, 4. 

JIUlop, Sir T., visit to the Nizam, 80. his conduct in the 
afT.iir at Talnair, 143. 

Jlis Mujesi^’s 'JVoops inlndia,29l,.1l7. officers should not 
be excluded from all appoinirocnis, 319. the troops not so 
u ell Attended to, as Native troops, 333. 

Holknr's court, proceedings at, 101-105. hisarmy defeated 
at Muliid|Kire, 109-117. his regalia and jewels captured, 
121. Hoikar ])lAce<l umler protection of the British, 133. 
tombs of the Holkar family, 138. the Holkav artillery, 208. 

Jliiskisson, Col. his decisive conduct to the Arabs, 242. 

ll^drabad, insurrection at, intended, 138. 

Indore, fei lility of the neighbouring country, l37. descent 
of the Indore ghaut, 139, 140. 

[ire^uf nr horse of our Allies, 328. 
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Jura, plots of Native ofliccis at, 30S. bravery of Javanese 
and Madurese, 3'23. 

Jenkins, Mr., ItesideiUal Nagporc, comluci of, 37,42,40., 50. 

Jesivuni lioio, Killedar of Asscrgbur, harbours Appa Sahib 
and Cliecinci, 247. artful coinluct of, 2+8-251. surrenders 
the fori, 202. 263. 

Ligl/i Coin's, advantage of, imlesiiltory warfart, J57- 

A'f'JJou-f//, Col, terms giaiUfd l)y to MalHgawm Arabs, 208. 
&c. Ills slaiemeiu of the vccopation of Nassnck, and 
selJiuro of properly at, 351. 

;lf«f/rflj, abirnt at, from the Piudarrccs, 20, 30. constant ap- 

' prehension at. of il«c treachery of thc8capoys,302-30+. 

A/o/in/porc, defeat of llolkar’s army at, \09.117, want of 
Native oHloers a(..3t0. defects in the Medical department. 
332. 

Hhhruitn StnieSy organization of their itniiorics, 21, 22. 
cxperlncss of the Mahratus as horseman, and conduct >u 
the field, 77, 78. 

Muhratln ami l^itithnee Cawpatgn, general observations on, 
272. 

Malcolm, S'w John, proceedings of his detachment, 06,97. 
conduct to the Bhyc, lOl, H.2.' ilioPcishwahgives himsflf 
up to, 2.32,' conduct lo the Arabs in his service, 233. 
ineasure.s to displace the Killedar of Assorghur, 2+8,250. 
interview witli Gocklah, 267. 

I\falligawm, fortress of, 188. dcteitfnl conduct of the Ktlle- 
dar, 189,211,212. foridcsciibed, 190. operations against, 
and .sunx-nder, 19.3-208. icnns granted lo the Arabs, 203, 
209 ; turn out and ground their arms, 2! 1; llieir conduct 
at Surat, 214. 

Mall^ghur, the lower work of Asserghur, 253, attack of, 
259, 261. 
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Medical department, deHcieiicius in, 84-, 331-:}37. 

Minto, I.oi cl, atiministralion of. 10. 

Missionaries, ihcir zeal misapplied, 284-,'280. . llie Malacca 
missiotiai y, 280. anecdote of an American missionary, 
289. 

iWoH 2 ooj-« rfi'cr, overnowing of, 81. 

Mundeluh, reduction of, 329. 

Munro, Gen. his attack on Sholapove, 227. 

Munayi Hon. col. proceedings ofthedetachment under, 81. 
dreadfully wu\mdet! alTalnair, 14-U, 150. 

Mysore cavalry, properly captured by at Mahi(lpoic,._l2l. 
their want of dtscipline, and extreme rapacity, ri-l-l29. 

iS'«g/30J C, (the capital ofBciar Hajali,) duplicity of that state, 
35. force at, 30. attack on the British at, .37. dufeatofthe 
Rajalt near, 42. the city stormed without success, 46. sur¬ 
rendered, 4y. See Appa Sahib. 

Nnnderc, inundation at, $8. Hindoo devotee ilrotvnod, 89. 
natives excellent swimmers, 90. 

Narbudda riocr, its appearance at Hiniiia, 08. 

Nnssiick, permission to soaich for Badjee Row's property at, 
refused, 177. the town and palaces, 185. a dctacliment 
detained to secure the property, 187, resolutions, &c. of 
the Prize CommiUcc, rc.spectliig properly found there, 
345. letter of Mr. Elphiitsioii on the subject, 350. state¬ 
ment of circumstances which led to the occupation and 
seizure of the property, 351. 

Natii e Princes, fcced fi om their licentious armies, 274. clia- 
racier of the Native governments, 275, 280. their feeble 
capacities, 294. will be alu'ays ready to rise against us, 
2'Jd. 

Piathes f>f India, benefits resulting to them from thesuccess 
of our measures, 274, 277, 282. oppression before expe- 




INllEX. 


361 


ft 


rienced by them, 275. compulsory propagation ofChris- 
tianity ^voal(l be impolitic, 283. their superstitious rites, 
being permitted, will gradually fall of themselves, 283- 
289. their cltaracicr, 293,20+, 296. 297. 

Naiac Ar»iy, view the Arabs with terror, 285. ineIBciency 
of, atjd >\eccssiiy of weeding,266,270,32-\-327. a hardier 
race, without an intermediate class of officers, recom¬ 
mended, 267, 323. defects ofilic Native army, 292. no 
firm reliance to he placed on them,208-302. apprehensions 
oflbeir treachery at Madras, 303. arlvanlage of instructing 
them, 30+, 305. the great want of European officers in, 
and remedy suggested, 310,322, 325, 326. 

Native Qdteers, remarhs on,necessity of instructing, and plan 
fov improving, 302-308. 

Nattes, Ensign, death of, 20+. 

Nizam, Sir T. Ilislop’s visit to the, 80. 


Patlison, Lieut, death of, 75. 

Pindarrees. devastations of, 3. 17. their increased numbers, 
23, 2+. mode of warfare, and terror excited by. 25-31. 
chocked, 31,32. operations commencetl against them, 
33. their dextrous horsemanship, 108. dispersed and 


completely checked, 135, l36. , 

PooiMh, (Stale of llio Pcislovah,) iupV.cky of, 35. force Bl, 
30 nmbassa.lor.nurdcrcdal,53. action at, 03. falls.alo 

the hands of the British. 08. See Bndjee Rote, 

Prhc Commince appointed,!?!, resolmions, Sc. respecting 

property discovered at Nassiick, 3«. 

RrL property, gent^=>' 

3+1.345.-proporty taken hy the Mysore 

liiclpore, &c. 121,125. P™P>=^'y ’“'^"‘‘■'iTt.nk.o, 

168 ; at ^’assuck, 181. property ofTrimbuckjee Dang , 


223. 
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Rajdier, fort of, summoiieJ, 108. dostrlbeil, lOy, atlacked, 
170. surrcndcreil, 173. sudden explosion, 173. 

Ita7n Chtndcr CJioudrify surrender of’Singliur, 3i8. 

RdiHpoora, fort of, captured, I3+. 

Regiilnr corps of our Allies, .328. 

Russeli Orignde, services of, 329. 

SciniUnh, dismisses his predatory troops, 1.3+. orders the 
Killedur of Assorghur in be displaced, 218. coni])lctely 
bumbled, 273. 

Seajioys, shot, intrepid conduct of, 240. rctnaiks on the cha¬ 
racter of, 298-302. instances of their defection and inef¬ 
ficiency, 298-302. constant apprehensions of their trea¬ 
chery at Madras^ 302. 

Seel/unJecs, 328, 329. 

St<tabul<lec, .smart attack on the Hesidcncy by the Arabs, 37. 

Seik College, visit to, 8.5. missile weapon u.scd by described, 
87. 

Setiduia/i, fort of, surrendered. 142. 

Scringapaifim, bullock farm at, 91. 

SherrljJ', Liout., his conduct at .Malligawm, 2)0, 211. 

Shohipore, cai)l«rcof, by Gen. Mumo, 227-230. 

Singhur, furl of, ternjs of the surrender of, 3 48. 

Sparkes, Cajjl. gallant attack by, 235. 

SiautUon, Capt., action at Corygawni, 70. 

Surat aulhoritieSy alarmed by the Malligawin Arabs, 214. 
Arab merchants settled at, 216. 

Swanslon, Capt. takesTriinbuckjee prisoner, 221-22.3. 

Tahiair, fort of, the Killcdar summoned to surrender, 143. 
the fort described, 144. account ofthe aiUu.k ami capture 
of, 146-154. the Killedar shot, 151-154. allusion to, 210. 
320. 
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Tents ill adapted for European troops, 241. 

Thermometer, zho\c. the ghauts and in the low country, 139, 
140. 

Tigers, ferocity of, 94, 254. 

Toolsie Bhye, her negotiations with SirT. llislop, 101-10,5. 
ttnirdered, lOG. 

TrCLva-ncore mutiny, 305, 309. 

7‘rmbuck, fori q(, described, 178. attacked, ISl, surrcii- 
dcis, 183. 

Triuibuckjce Dangfiu, murder committed by 54. Iris escape 
from eonfinement, ib. 55. supported by ihc Peishwah, 57. 
taken prisoner, and his property seized, 221, 223. 

Vellore, mutiny at, 303, 320. 

C/aA'ie-Tunftic, fort of, surrendered, l63. described, 104-168, 

Marquis of, policy of his admiiiisiralion, 7 -14, 59,' 
anecdote of, IG. 




